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“Israel’s political leaders, military commanders, and persons holding official positions have
systematically and in explicit terms declared their genocidal intent,” a South African lawyer
told the top U.N. court.

*

South African representatives argued before the International Court of Justice on Thursday
that Israel is engaged in a genocidal assault on the Gaza Strip, subjecting the enclave to
“merciless” bombing with the clear intent to wipe out the Palestinian population.

“They have deplored anyone feeling sorry for the uninvolved Gazans, asserting
repeatedly that there are no uninvolved, that there are no innocents in Gaza, that the
killers of the women and the children should not be separated from the citizens of Gaza,
and that the children of Gaza have brought this upon themselves,” South African
attorney Tembeka Ngcukaitobi said during his presentation.

Thursday’s hearing also featured remarks from South African Justice Minister Ronald Lamola,
South African Ambassador to the Netherlands Vusimuzi Madonsela, lawyer Adila Hassim,
and international law professor John Dugard, each of whom laid out an aspect of South
Africa’s case against the Israeli government.

Hassim argued that Israel’s “first genocidal act” is the “mass killing of Palestinians in Gaza,”
pointing to the U.S.-armed military’s use of 2,000-pound bombs in southern Gaza—the
region to which Israeli forces ordered Gazans to move earlier in the war.

“No one is spared. Not even newborns,” said Hassim, displaying photos of mass graves


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/jake-johnson
https://www.commondreams.org/news/south-africa-icj
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/united-nations
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/palestine
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/IJiNQuW?EMAIL=&go.x=0&go.y=0&go=GO
https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/
https://twitter.com/CrGlobalization
https://t.me/gr_crg
https://www.globalresearch.ca/new-year-donation-drive-do-value-no-holds-barred-publication-donate-global-research/5844997
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231228-app-01-00-en.pdf

in the Gaza Strip. “U.N. chiefs have described it as a graveyard for children.”

Hassim made the case that Israel is guilty of violating articles 2a, 2b, 2¢, and 2d of the
Genocide Convention, which defines genocide as harm inflicted “with intent to destroy, in
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.”

“Israel has deliberately imposed conditions on Gaza that cannot sustain life and are
calculated to bring about its physical destruction,” said Hassim. “Israel has
forced—forced—the displacement of about 85% of Palestinians in Gaza. There is
nowhere safe for them to flee to.”

South Africa’s presenters sought to demonstrate genocidal intent in part by directly quoting
high-ranking Israeli officials, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Ngcukaitobi
pointed to Netanyahu’s repeated invocation of biblical passages to paint Gazans as modern-
day Amalekites.

The attorney also played footage of Israeli soldiers chanting that they will “wipe off the seed
of Amalek” and that there are “no uninvolved civilians” in Gaza.

“Israel’s political leaders, military commanders, and persons holding official positions
have systematically and in explicit terms declared their genocidal intent,” said
Ngcukaitobi. “These statements are then repeated by soldiers on the ground in Gaza as
they engage in the destruction of Palestinians and the physical infrastructure of Gaza.”

South Africa’s legal team decided against sharing highly graphic videos and photos during
its presentations, saying it did not want to turn the court’s proceedings “into a theatre for
spectacle.”

“South Africa’s application in this court today is built on a foundation of clear legal
rights, not images,” the legal team said Thursday.

South Africa is asking the IC] to adopt “provisional measures” to halt Israel’s mass killing
and displacement of Gazans, many of whom are starving and being stalked by disease.

Israel is set to offer its counter to South Africa’s case on Friday, which will mark the first
time Israel has defended itself in person at the United Nations’ highest court.

In the days ahead of the ICJ’s public hearings, Israeli officials pressured governments around
the world to publicly denounce South Africa’s case. The United States, Israel’s top ally and
leading arms supplier, has dismissed South Africa’s arguments as “meritless.”

But a growing number of national governments are backing South Africa, including Brazil,
Malaysia, Bolivia, and Pakistan. South Africa’s IC] effort has also drawn massive support
from grassroots organizations across the globe.

“Israel’s killing, injuring, traumatizing, and displacing large numbers of Palestinians and
denying water, food, medicine, and fuel to an occupied population meet the criteria for
the crime of genocide,” reads an open letter signed by more than 1,000 unions, popular
movements, and other groups. “If a majority of the world’s nations call for a cease-fire,
yet fail to press for prosecution of Israel—what is to stop Israel from ethnically cleansing
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all Palestinians?”

[From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
Feel free to republish and share widely.]
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