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 Anti-ISIS lip service has been around a long time. Until Russia intervened in Syria against its
forces and other terrorist groups on September 30, these elements made steady gains. 

Rhetorical Western and regional opposition did nothing to stop their advances. Resolutions
declaring UN Member States’ unity in combating ISIS are one thing – commitment entirely
another.

Russia  alone  among major  powers  is  combating  its  scourge.  America,  Britain,  France,
Germany, Turkey, Israel, Canada, Australia, Gulf States and other so-called US coalition
partners support what they pretend to oppose.

Security Council resolutions changed nothing on the ground in Syria and Iraq. In August
2014,  SC members unanimously  adopted Res.  2170 –  binding under  the UN Charter’s
Chapter VII, permitting members to “determine the existence of any threat to the peace,
breach of the peace, or act of aggression” and to take military and nonmilitary action to
“restore international peace and security.”

The resolution targeted ISIS, Al Qaeda and its affiliate groups.

In February 2015, SC members unanimously adopted Res. 2199 (binding under Chapter VII)
to  prevent  ISIS  and  other  terrorist  groups  from  profiting  from  trade  in  oil,  antiquities,
hostages  and  other  illicit  sources  of  income.

In November 2015, SC members unanimously passed Res. 2249, calling on all  Member
States “to take all  necessary measures” to defeat ISIS and other terrorist groups – “to
redouble  and  coordinate  their  efforts  to  prevent  and  suppress  terrorist  acts  committed
specifically by ISIL also known as Da’esh as well  as ANF, and all  other individuals,  groups,
undertakings,  and  entities  associated  with  al-Qaeda,  and  other  terrorist  groups,  as
designated by the United Nations Security Council.”

On  Thursday,  Security  Council  members  are  scheduled  to  adopt  the  first  joint  US/Russian
drafted  resolution  on  combating  ISIS.  Its  purpose  is  “to  circle  (the  organization  as  a
separate, most vital terrorist threat.”

It  stresses  cutting  off  its  funding  sources.  America  heads  the  SC  in  December.  Treasury
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Secretary Jacob Lew will chair the meeting – to be attended by finance ministers of some of
the other SC members. Vitaly Churkin will represent Russia.

He said the resolution is binding under Chapter VII, as well as including “several brand new
aspects.” Earlier SC resolutions “referred to (ISIS) as one of Al Qaeda’s divisions.”

“Now,  the  sanctions  list  is  rebranded.  The  document  offers  expanded  criteria  of  listing,
which makes it possible to impose limitations on any individuals or corporates smudged by
relations with” ISIS.

A key objective is “enforcement of the regime to reveal and stop illegal  financing of (ISIS)
and groups related to it by means of trade of oil, artifacts and other illegal sources.”

“The countries did have respective obligations well before this, but, unfortunately, those
obligations have been observed not by all and not always.”

Henceforth,  UN  monitoring  and  sanctioning  mechanisms  “will  be  focused  clearly  on
eradication of those developments.”

What’s occurring on the ground and legally binding are world’s apart. Washington, rogue
NATO partners, Israel, regional and other allies say one thing and do another.

SC resolutions and other legally binding measures change nothing on the ground. As long as
Washington and partnered nations support ISIS and other terrorist groups, Russia alone with
Syria, Iraq, Iran and Hezbollah forces will continue combating this scourge alone.

Moscow is under no illusion otherwise, hard as it keeps trying to enlist other nations to unite
responsibly against a universal threat – unable to exist without outside support.

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. 

His  new book  as  editor  and  contributor  is  titled  “Flashpoint  in  Ukraine:  US  Drive  for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”
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