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Joy to the world is a mirage — during the holiday season and throughout the year.

Reality is polar opposite in US war theaters. Post-9/11 alone, millions died. Countless
millions more suffer from injuries, displacement, lack of essentials to life and despair.

Who's celebrating amidst mass slaughter and destruction? What joy exists along side
human misery on an appalling scale?

Who's enjoying a winter wonderland upon a midnight clear in times of endless war, human
suffering and injustice?

How can the worst of all possible worlds be joyous for countless tens of millions in US
theaters of war and by other means?

Where’s the joy in growing poverty, unemployment, and mass underemployment in America
and other Western societies?

Hypocrisy, not democracy defines how they're governed — increasingly totalitarian,
plutocratic, and debauched, democracy of, by, and for the privileged few alone.

On Chicago’s mean winter streets, homeless military veterans and countless others unable
to afford shelter huddle in doorways, on benches, along the city’s upscale Magnificent Mile,
and elsewhere, hoping passers-by will offer loose change to help them make it through
another day.

An uncaring nation doesn’t give a damn about its most disadvantaged — its discretionary
revenue going mainly for militarism, warmaking, corporate handouts, and tax breaks for the
rich.

A nation permanently at war on humanity at home and abroad hurdles recklessly toward
full-blown tyranny — on the phony pretext of protecting national security at a time its only
threats are invented.

Bipartisan hardliners running things threaten everyone everywhere — during the holiday
season and all other times of the year.

They're the mortal enemy of peace, equity and justice, of speech, press and academic
freedoms — all of the above eroding or nonexistent to make the world safe for wealth,
power and privilege.

Where’'s the joy in a world perpetually at war under police state rule enforcing state terror
on nonbelievers, in carving up whole continents for profit, in seeking dominance by brute
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force, in believing mass casualties are a small price to pay for pursuing imperial goals.

Book of Matthew passages, saying “(b)lessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth...Blessed are the merciful...the pure of heart...the peacemakers” ignore a violent,
chaotic, merciless world with no signs of change.

Festiveness is meaningless when survival is at stake, when the American way tramples on
the rights of ordinary people at home and abroad, when mass incarceration replaced
freedom, when impoverished US inner cities resemble Occupied Palestine, when killer cops
operate with impunity, when plunder is considered economic development, when obscene
wealth for the few comes at the expense of the vast majority.

Where is the joy in a world ravaged by pain, torment, and anguish, where life and liberty are
threatened, where governance of, by, and for the privileged few alone comes at the expense
of most others.

That's the state of things in the US, the West, and most other countries — unsafe and unfit
to live in for their ordinary people during the holiday season and throughout the year.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Award-winning author Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. He is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research
on Globalization (CRG)

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW IIl.”

http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlll.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

Featured image is from The Unz Review

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as

| 2


mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman

editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlil.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

