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Nixon’s War on Drugs Began as Strategy to Attack
‘Antiwar Left and Black People’
Amid new global discussion about ending prohibition, a buried admission by a
former presidential aide goes viral

By Nadia Prupis
Global Research, March 24, 2016
Common Dreams 23 March 2016
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& Social Inequality

The former top domestic adviser to President Richard Nixon admitted years ago that the so-
called “War on Drugs” was crafted to target black people and anti-war leftists, according to
new reporting.

“By getting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks with heroin, and
then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those communities.” —John Ehrlichmann,
former aide to Richard Nixon

The April feature of Harper’s, an investigation by journalist Dan Baum into the widespread
failures of drug prohibition, includes an excerpt from a 1994 interview between Baum and
Nixon’s adviser, John Ehrlichman, who died in 1999.One passage in particular went viral on
Tuesday:

“You want to know what this was really all about?” he asked with the bluntness
of a man who, after public disgrace and a stretch in federal prison, had little
left to protect. “The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after
that, had two enemies: the antiwar left and black people. You understand what
I’m saying? We knew we couldn’t make it illegal to be either against the war or
black, but by getting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and
blacks with heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt those
communities. We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up their
meetings, and vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know
we were lying about the drugs? Of course we did.”
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John Ehrlichman, left, with President Richard Nixon in 1972. (Photo: AP)

The quote comes early in the feature, framing Baum’s central thesis—that to win the war on
drugs,  prohibit ion  must  end.  He  notes  that  legal izat ion  of  medical  and
recreational marijuana has caught on throughout the U.S., and that many countries are
decriminalizing stronger drugs such as cocaine and heroin as part of a new, more humane
effort to address addiction and gang violence.

“[T]he growing cost of the drug war is now impossible to ignore: billions of dollars wasted,
bloodshed in Latin America and on the streets of  our own cities,  and millions of  lives
destroyed by draconian punishment that doesn’t end at the prison gate; one of every eight
black men has been disenfranchised because of a felony conviction,” Baum writes. “Now, for
the first time, we have an opportunity to change course.”

“Legalize it all,” he writes.

Next month, the United Nations will dedicate a General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS)
to  discuss  global  drug  policy.  In  the  run-up  to  the  meeting,  Human  Rights  Watch
will highlight the range of human rights abuses that the War on Drugs has caused.

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Nadia Prupis, Common Dreams, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Nadia Prupis

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Nixon-Ehrlichman-WaronDrugs.jpg
http://www.commondreams.org/tag/marijuana
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2016/03/11/war-drugs-unmitigated-disaster-former-latin-american-heads-state
https://www.hrw.org/blog-feed/revisiting-war-drugs#blog-287990
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2016/03/23/nixons-war-drugs-began-strategy-attack-antiwar-left-and-black-people
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nadia-prupis
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2016/03/23/nixons-war-drugs-began-strategy-attack-antiwar-left-and-black-people
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nadia-prupis


| 3

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

