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The New York Times has produced an astonishing editorial, “Nikki Haley will be missed,” on
the resignation of America’s United Nations ambassador.

It  is  comparable  in  some  ways  to  the  whitewash  afforded  to  the  hideous  warmonger  and
self-promoting liar Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) on his death in August. The oleaginous Haley
eulogy has to be read to appreciate how low America’s self-described newspaper of record
has sunk. According to the Times, Haley, a “moderate Republican,” . . . “could talk bluntly”
while also proving to be a “practitioner of multilateral diplomacy” who played “constructive
roles” and also served as “a pragmatic envoy who could explain the president to a world
confused by the chaos in Washington.”

Given that kind of effusive language it would have been interesting to see what the Times
came up with to support all the praise. Actually, the bits of her bio cited do little to support
the narrative. It is claimed that she “protected some of the American investment in the
United Nations against the most drastic budget cuts sought by the White House, while also
working to reform the United Nations bureaucracy” for which there is no clear evidence.

The editorial also claims that she maintained some independence from the president on
relations with Russia, Venezuela, and other matters, though her degree of separation can
certainly be questioned, as she was often the one leading the charge using threats directed
against foreign governments and their policies. She has also been the seemingly dedicated
advocate of nearly continuous pro-Israel positions, ranging from using the UN to disarm
Hezbollah in Lebanon, to also including blocking any investigation of the Israeli  army’s
slaughter  of  unarmed Palestinian  demonstrators  in  Gaza.  In  addition,  she  led  the  effort  to
cut funds going to the agency providing critical food and medical assistance to millions of
Palestinian refugees.

Haley has consistently taken a hard line against  Iran,  aggressively supporting Trump’s
abrogation of the agreement to control its nuclear weapons, and she has ominously warned
that Washington will be “taking names” of countries that don’t support its agenda in the
Middle  East,  to  include  moving  the  U.S.  embassy  to  Jerusalem and American  military
engagement in Syria.

Admittedly, going after the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations is a bit of low-hanging
fruit, as the position seems to attract individuals who like to vent their dissatisfaction with
the  world  while  also  providing  one  remedy,  namely  that  everyone  should  follow  the
American lead on all things. Former ambassadors include Madeline Albright, John Bolton,
and  Samantha  Power,  making  it  measurably  more  difficult  to  rank  Haley  as  the  worst
ambassador of  all  time.  But there are some firsts associated with Haley.  She was the first
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ambassador to witness an American president being laughed at during the annual speech to
the United Nations General Assembly, a response that the Times  attributes solely to a
decline in America’s international standing under Trump, ignoring completely the impact of
Haley’s threatening language and demeanor.

On  balance,  Haley  did  nothing  to  enhance  American  security  and  only  succeeded  in
pandering  to  certain  powerful  constituencies  within  the  United  States,  to  include  the
neoconservatives  in  the  media  and  the  Israel  lobby.  Praise  of  her  on  her  impending
departure from the UN is suggestive of whom exactly she managed to please while she was
in  office.  The ubiquitous  neocon-in-chief  Bill  Kristol,  who now hangs his  hat  at  the Foreign
Policy Initiative and the Emergency Committee for Israel, has long been promoting Haley for
president. One leading member of Kristol’s neocon chorus, Mark Dubowitz of the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, tweeted

“Thank you [Nikki  Haley] for  your remarkable service.  We look forward to
welcoming you back to public service as president of the United States.”

Dubowitz is a Canadian and it would be nice if he could be deported to a remote Internet-
free spot on Baffin Island where he can cease interfering in American politics.

Haley was also praised by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on the Twitter social
media platform,

“I would like to thank Ambassador [Nikki Haley], who led the uncompromising
struggle against hypocrisy at the UN, and on behalf of the truth and justice of
our country. Best of luck!”

The Israeli army itself had nice things to say, tweeting

“Thank you [Nikki Haley] for your service in the UN and unwavering support for
Israel and the truth. The soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces salute you!”

Angry responses to the IDF tweet observed “‘Unwavering support’ aka, blind allegiance. You
love her for the reasons the rest of us despise her. She left the Human Rights Council, pulled
the U.S. out of the Iran deal, slashed funds to UNRWA, moved embassy to Jerusalem, and
was exaggerated in her support for the IDF when they abuse Palestinian human rights.”

Like many others in the foreign policy establishment, Haley is all about Israel because she
understands that leaning that way provides instant access to money and plenty of positive
press coverage, including in The New York Times. She has declared that Washington was
“locked and loaded,” prepared to exercise lethal  military options against  Syria and its
Russian and Iranian allies, seen as enemies by Israel. Immediately upon taking office at the
United Nations she complained that “nowhere has the UN’s failure been more consistent
and more outrageous than in its bias against our close ally Israel” and vowed that the “days
of Israel bashing are over.” Not surprisingly, she was greeted by rounds of applause and
cheering  when  she  spoke  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Israel  Public  Affairs
Committee  (AIPAC)  in  March,  saying,  “When  I  come  to  AIPAC  I  am  with  friends.”
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Haley’s embrace of Israeli points of view is unrelenting and serves no American interest. If
she  were  a  recruited  agent  of  influence  for  the  Israeli  Mossad  she  could  not  be  more
cooperative  than  she  apparently  is  voluntarily.  In  February  2017,  she  blocked  the
appointment of former Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad to a diplomatic position at
the United Nations because he is a Palestinian. In a congressional hearing she was asked
about the decision: “Is it this administration’s position that support for Israel and support for
the appointment of a well-qualified individual of Palestinian nationality to an appointment at
the UN are mutually exclusive?” Haley responded yes, that the administration is “supporting
Israel” by blocking every Palestinian.

Haley is surrounded by neocons. Her speechwriter is Jessica Gavora, who is the wife of the
leading neoconservative journalist Jonah Goldberg. A profoundly ignorant Haley apparently
also has bits and pieces of her own foreign policy apart from Israel,  which makes her
particularly dangerous. She has declared that Russia “is not, will not be our friend” and has
described the Russians as having their hands covered with the blood of Syrian children.

So it’s Israel all the way for Haley, and we are likely to see her again in 2020 in spite of her
pledge  to  Trump  that  she  would  both  support  and  not  run  against  him.  The  Jewish
publication Forwardrecently published a speculative article suggesting that if she were to
run for president a majority of American Jews might well vote for her, turning the Jewish
community from solidly Democratic Party Blue to Republican Red. It would be the first time
that a majority of Jews voted for a national GOP candidate. Though a great victory for Israel,
it would also be a disaster for the United States if she were elected, like a proudly ignorant
Sarah Palin on steroids. That outcome does not seem to bother the editors at Forward one
bit, unfortunately.
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