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New House Speaker Mike Johnson, an Evangelical
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Louisiana Rep. Mike Johnson described his 2020 visit to Jerusalem’s Temple
Mount as ‘the fulfillment of a biblical prophecy’; his election is the most
significant victory to date for evangelicals in D.C.
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House Speaker Mike Johnson, confirmed Wednesday after three failed previous Republican
choices and weeks of inner party turmoil, is an evangelical Christian whose connections to
Israel reflect the movement’s deep ties to the Israeli right, which has become increasingly
mainstream over the years.

Johnson's confirmation brought to an end weeks of Republican Party turmoil after three
previous choices failed to win enough votes to replace Kevin McCarthy.

But it is also the most significant victory to date for evangelical Christians’ pro-Israel
movement.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his allies - including former Israel ambassador to
the U.S. Ron Dermer - have publicly and privately stressed the importance of evangelical
support as U.S. Jews have grown increasingly critical of Israel’s rightward shift.

This dynamic has largely fueled Israel becoming an increasingly partisan issue where
Republicans have adopted increasingly pro-Israel sentiments - both within international
geopolitics and local domestic politics.

Since the October 7 Hamas attack and Israel’s subsequent response in Gaza, pro-Israel
evangelicals have only become more vocally pro-Israel, while the rest of the GOP adopts
increasingly anti-Palestinian rhetoric.
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Louisiana Rep. Johnson traveled to Israel in February 2020 with an under-the-radar group
called the 12Tribe Films Foundation. The organization’s CEO is a social media activist named
Avi Abelow, who emigrated from New York more than 30 years ago at age 18 and lives in
the West Bank settlement of Efrat.

Abelow switched his vote from right-wing Likud to far-right Religious Zionism in last
November’s general election, helping elevate Bezalel Smotrich to a position where he could
demand a key role in Benjamin Netanyahu’s governing coalition. He told Haaretz following
the election that his decision was motivated by his deep distrust of the Arabs serving in the
Israeli parliament and genuine fears for his own safety living in the occupied territories.

Johnson’s first stop on his Abelow-organized visit was to the Kohelet Policy Forum - the
conservative think tank that has been an essential partner to the government’s efforts to
weaken the judiciary.

The fourth-term congressman also visited the Temple Mount compound alongside Yehudah
Glick, a former Likud lawmaker who has led the fight to change the status quo and permit
Jewish prayer at the flash point Jerusalem holy site - in opposition to both official Israeli
government policy as well as that of the international community, particularly the Biden
administration and Jordan.

Click here to read the full article.

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Featured image: Speaker of the United States House of Representatives Mike Johnson delivers remarks
following his election to the position, October 25, 2023. (Licensed under the Public Domain)

The original source of this article is Haaretz
Copyright © Ben Samuels, Haaretz, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ben Samuels

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those

| 2


https://www.haaretz.com/ty-tag/bezalel-smotrich-00000184-e68b-dffa-ada4-ff9f902f0000
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2023-10-25/ty-article/.premium/new-house-speaker-mike-johnson-an-evangelical-christian-holds-ties-to-israels-far-right/0000018b-67b3-db57-a7cb-efbf8a8d0000
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2023-10-25/ty-article/.premium/new-house-speaker-mike-johnson-an-evangelical-christian-holds-ties-to-israels-far-right/0000018b-67b3-db57-a7cb-efbf8a8d0000
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-samuels
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/2023-10-25/ty-article/.premium/new-house-speaker-mike-johnson-an-evangelical-christian-holds-ties-to-israels-far-right/0000018b-67b3-db57-a7cb-efbf8a8d0000
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ben-samuels
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 3


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

