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A New Era for Nuclear Disarmament
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On Oct. 25 the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons announced: “Honduras
has become the 50th country to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons so it
will now come into force in 90 days time.”

This treaty binds those countries that have signed it to “never under any circumstances
develop,  test,  produce,  manufacture,  otherwise  acquire,  possess  or  stockpile  nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.” The treaty outlaws the use or threat to use
nuclear arms, and bars signatories from allowing “any stationing, installation or deployment
of any nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices” on their territory.

The U.S. is putting pressure on its allies not to sign this groundbreaking treaty.

We can be proud that many Canadians over the last seven decades, including thousands of
residents of Saskatoon, have campaigned for the banning of the nuclear bomb. We can be
particularly proud of Setsuko Thurlow, a Hiroshima survivor, who has played a special role
with the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.

Now is the time for the Canadian government to act and sign the Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear
Weapons.
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Ed Lehman is President of the Regina Peace Council.
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