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Mission creep? More like a ‘new dawn’ for Africa.

Indeed, famous last words of many a US President, now coming out of Barack Obama’s
mouth today:

“These troops will remain in South Sudan until the security situation becomes such that it is
no longer needed.”

Watch this space, as US AFRICOM'’s first major set piece in the new Africa - the partitioning
of Sudan and South Sudan - begins heating up this month.

Off the wire: “The US has deployed 45 troops to protect US personnel and assets in South
Sudan amid ongoing fighting between rebels and government forces, the White House said.
President Barack Obama sent a letter to Congress, saying the group of soldiers was sent
Wednesday, AFP reported. The small force will remain in South Sudan “until the security
situation becomes such that it is no longer needed,” Obama said.“Although equipped for
combat, this force was deployed for the purpose of protecting US citizens and property.”
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‘US citizens and property?’ Yes, we think there are bigger fish to fry in South Sudan, much
bigger in fact. Realise that the major theme regarding the new South Sudan, is not only its
oil fields and refineries, but also Chinese investment in the south. Two major points of
contention which US AFRICOM was originally set-up to deal with.

(]
According to Rappler:

The United States has deployed 45 troops to protect US personnel and assets
in South Sudan, amid intensifying fighting between rebels and government
forces, the White House said Thursday.

In a letter to Congress, President Barack Obama said the force was sent
Wednesday and “will remain in South Sudan until the security situation
becomes such that it is no longer needed.”

“Although equipped for combat, this force was deployed for the purpose of
protecting US citizens and property,” he added.

“This action has been directed consistent with my responsibility to protect US
citizens both at home and abroad, and in furtherance of US national security
and foreign policy interests, pursuant to my constitutional authority to conduct
US foreign relations and as commander in chief and chief executive.”

Obama said the force consisted of “approximately” 45 troops, without giving a
precise number.

The growing violence has prompted fears the world’s youngest nation could
slide toward civil war.

The move came after the United States ordered all non-emergency embassy
staff on Tuesday to leave South Sudan and stressed the onus was on the
country’s leaders to end the violence.

The US mission in the capital Juba is also due to suspend normal operations for
the time being.

The fighting in the world’s youngest nation has set off alarm bells in the
international community, with the United Nations urging the warring groups to
refrain from ethnic violence.

In an example of the danger facing foreign troops in the volatile country, 3
Indian peacekeepers were killed Thursday in an attack by ethnic Nuer youths
on a United Nations base in Jonglei state. Other casualties are feared.

US authorities also urged Americans against travel to the troubled country,
urging that “US citizens currently in South Sudan depart immediately.”

Those who choose to stay in South Sudan “should review their personal
security situation and seriously reconsider their plans to remain,” it added.

The original source of this article is 21st Century Wire
Copyright © 21st Century Wire, 21st Century Wire, 2013



http://www.rappler.com/world/regions/us-canada/46301-us-troops-south-sudan-deployment
http://www.rappler.com/world/regions/africa/46293-attackers-storm-un-base-south-sudan
http://21stcenturywire.com/2013/12/20/obama-deploys-first-group-of-us-troops-to-south-sudan/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/21st-century-wire
http://21stcenturywire.com/2013/12/20/obama-deploys-first-group-of-us-troops-to-south-sudan/

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: 21st Century Wire

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/21st-century-wire
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

