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New Conservative ‘Professor Watchlist’ Names
‘Radical’ Professors From NYU, Columbia & John Jay
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Four New York City colleges are among the 100-plus schools listed on a new website that
catalogs professors who allegedly “advance a radical agenda.” The website, called Professor
Watchlist, includes the names, photos, and sometimes the contact information of more than
200 professors nationwide.

The watchlist was created by conservative nonprofit Turning Point USA, launched last week,
and has reportedly been in the works for six months. Its goal is to “expose and document
college  professors  who  discriminate  against  conservative  students  and  advance  leftist
propaganda in the classroom.” The list includes one professor from Columbia University, two
from John Jay College of Criminal Justice, and three NYU professors. Brooklyn College is also
included in the website’s school directory, but none of its professors have been included on
the list.

Julio C. Pino, a history professor at Kent State University in Ohio, told the Times that the
website “is a kind of normalizing of prosecuting professors, shaming professors, defaming
professors.” Other professors who have been listed on the site have called it a threat to
academic freedom.

In an interview with NYU Local, Professor Watchlist founder Charlie Kirk and writer Matt
Lamb described it as an “aggregated list of documented news stories.”

Kirk and Lamb maintain that the website doesn’t threaten professors’ safety or limit their
freedom of  speech.  “Putting  news sources  into  an  easy  to  search  database  does  not
endanger the safety of anyone,” Kirk and Lamb told Local.

Lamb compared the watchlist to websites like Campus Pride Index, a national list of LGBTQ-
friendly colleges and universities, and said it was one of many resources students can use to
evaluate colleges. “We’re going to make it easier for students to know what’s going on,”
Lamb told the Chronicle.

In order for a professor to be placed on the watchlist, Lamb, who manages the website,
needs to be presented with proof “documented by a news source or otherwise documented”
by a syllabus or slides from a class presentation. But the documented proof—which the site
presents as objective evidence of leftist indoctrination—is often distorted to suit TPUSA’s
narrative.

John Jay professor Charles Strozier is included on the list for an essay he wrote in the
Huffington Post titled “How Climate Change Helped ISIS.” According to Professor Watchlist,
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he argued that “law-abiding citizens become Taliban terrorist extremists due to climate
change.” Strozier’s essay, however, argues that climate change contributed to a drought
that “stroked simmering anger at Assad’s dictatorship” in Syria.

In a powerful op-ed for the NY Times, George Yancy, a black professor of philosophy at
Emory University, shares his reaction to landing on the watchlist:

The  Watchlist  appears  to  be  consistent  with  a  nostalgic  desire  “to  make
America great again” and to expose and oppose those voices in academia that
are anti-Republican or express anti-Republican values. For many black people,
making America “great again” is especially threatening, as it signals a return
to  a  more  explicit  and  unapologetic  racial  dystopia.  For  us,  dreaming  of
yesterday is not a privilege, not a desire, but a nightmare.

The new “watchlist” is essentially a new species of McCarthyism, especially in
terms of  its  overtones  of  “disloyalty”  to  the  American  republic.  And  it  is
reminiscent  of  Cointelpro,  the  secret  F.B.I.  program  that  spied  on,  infiltrated
and discredited American political organizations in the ’50s and ’60s. Its goal of
“outing”  professors  for  their  views  helps  to  create  the  appearance  of
something secretly subversive. It  is a form of exposure designed to mark,
shame and silence.

And  Mark  Crispin  Miller,  a  media,  culture,  and  communication  professor  at  NYU,  was
included on the list because he “warned that President Bush was spreading propaganda in
order to form a theocracy in the United States” and for allegedly comparing Bush to Hitler.

Miller denied the website’s claim that he compared the two. “I’d also like to know exactly
what  [Kirk]  means by ‘anti-American values,  since I’m a firm believer  in  the Bill  of  Rights,
especially committed to the freedom of the press, and to electoral democracy,” he told NYU
Local.

The original source of this article is Gothamist
Copyright © Gaby Del Valle, Gothamist, 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Gaby Del Valle

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

http://nyulocal.com/on-campus/2016/11/23/a-disturbing-new-website-is-cataloguing-liberal-professors/
http://nyulocal.com/on-campus/2016/11/23/a-disturbing-new-website-is-cataloguing-liberal-professors/
http://gothamist.com/2016/12/01/watch_what_you_say_do.php
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gaby-del-valle
http://gothamist.com/2016/12/01/watch_what_you_say_do.php
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/gaby-del-valle
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

