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NATO and a War Foretold

Instead of exploiting this crisis to expand even further, NATO should suspend
all new or pending membership applications until the current crisis has been
resolved.
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As NATO holds its Summit in Madrid on June 28-30, the war in Ukraine is taking center stage.
During a pre-Summit June 22 talk with Politico, NATO’s Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
bragged about how well-prepared NATO was for this fight because, he said: “This was an
invasion that was predicted, foreseen by our intelligence services.” Stoltenberg was talking
about Western intelligence predictions in the months leading up to the February 24
invasion, when Russia insisted it was not going to attack. Stoltenberg, however, could well
have been talking about predictions that went back not just months before the invasion, but
decades.

Stoltenberg could have looked all the way back to when the U.S.S.R. was dissolving, and
highlighted a 1990 State Department memo warning that creating an “anti-Soviet coalition”
of NATO countries along the U.S.S.R’s border “would be perceived very negatively by the
Soviets.”

Stoltenberg could have reflected on the consequences of all the broken promises by
Western officials that NATO would not expand eastward. Secretary of State James Baker’s
famous assurance to Soviet President Gorbachev was just one example. Declassified U.S.,
Soviet, German, British and French documents posted by the National Security Archive
reveal multiple assurances by Western leaders to Gorbachev and other Soviet officials
throughout the process of German unification in 1990 and 1991.

The NATO Secretary General could have recalled the 1997 letter by 50 prominent foreign
policy experts, calling President Clinton’s plans to enlarge NATO a policy error of “historic
proportions” that would “unsettle European stability.” But Clinton had already made a
commitment to invite Poland into the club, reportedly out of concern that saying “no” to
Poland would lose him critical Polish-American votes in the Midwest in the 1996 election.
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Stoltenberg could have remembered the prediction made by George Kennan, the
intellectual father of U.S. containment policy during the Cold War, when NATO moved ahead
and incorporated Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary in 1998. In a New York Times
interview, Kennan called NATO expansion a “tragic mistake” that marked the beginning of a
new Cold War, and warned that the Russians would “gradually react quite adversely.”

After seven more Eastern European countries joined NATO in 2004, including the Baltic
states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuaniaich, which had actually been part of the former Soviet
Union, the hostility increased further. Stoltenberg could have just considered the words of
President Putin himself, who said on many occasions that NATO enlargement represented “a
serious provocation.” In 2007, at the Munich Security Conference, Putin asked, “What
happened to the assurances our Western partners made after the dissolution of the Warsaw
Pact?”

But it was the 2008 NATO Summit, when NATO ignored Russia’s vehement opposition and
promised that Ukraine would join NATO, that really set off alarm bells.

William Burns, then U.S. ambassador to Moscow, sent an urgent memo to Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice.

“Ukrainian entry into NATO is the brightest of all redlines for the Russian elite (not just
Putin),” he wrote. “In more than two and a half years of conversations with key Russian
players, from knuckle-draggers in the dark recesses of the Kremlin to Putin’s sharpest
liberal critics, | have yet to find anyone who views Ukraine in NATO as anything other
than a direct challenge to Russian interests.”

Instead of comprehending the danger of crossing “the brightest of all redlines,” President
George W. Bush persisted and pushed through internal opposition within NATO to proclaim,
in 2008, that Ukraine would indeed be granted membership, but at an unspecified date.
Stoltenberg could well have traced the present conflict back to that NATO Summit-a Summit
that took place well before the 2014 Euromaidan coup or Russia’s seizure of Crimea or the
failure of the Minsk Agreements to end the civil war in the Donbas.

This was indeed a war foretold. Thirty years of warnings and predictions turned out to be all
too accurate. But they all went unheeded by an institution that measured its success only in
terms of its own endless expansion instead of by the security it promised but repeatedly
failed to deliver, most of all to the victims of its own aggression in Serbia, Afghanistan and
Libya.

Now Russia has launched a brutal, illegal war that has uprooted millions of innocent
Ukrainians from their homes, killed and injured thousands of civilians and is taking the lives
of more than a hundred Ukrainian soldiers every day. NATO is determined to keep sending
massive amounts of weapons to fuel the war, while millions around the world suffer from the
growing economic fallout of the conflict.

We can’t go back and undo Russia’s catastrophic decision to invade Ukraine or NATO'’s
historic blunders. But Western leaders can make wiser strategic decisions going forward.
Those should include a commitment to allow Ukraine to become a neutral, non-NATO state,
something that President Zelenskyy himself agreed to in principle early on in the war.

And, instead of exploiting this crisis to expand even further, NATO should suspend all new or
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pending membership applications until the current crisis has been resolved. That is what a
genuine mutual security organization would do, in sharp contrast to the opportunistic
behavior of this aggressive military alliance.

But we’ll make our own prediction based on NATO’s past behavior. Instead of calling for
compromises on all sides to end the bloodshed, this dangerous Alliance will instead promise
an endless supply of weapons to help Ukraine “win” an unwinnable war, and will continue to
seek out and seize every chance to engorge itself at the expense of human life and global
security.

While the world determines how to hold Russia accountable for the horrors it is committing
in Ukraine, the members of NATO should do some honest self-reflection. They should realize
that the only permanent solution to the hostility generated by this exclusive, divisive
alliance is to dismantle NATO and replace it with an inclusive framework that provides
security to all of Europe’s countries and people, without threatening Russia or blindly
following the United States in its insatiable and anachronistic, hegemonic ambitions.

From Common Dreams: Our work is licensed under Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND 3.0).
Feel free to republish and share widely.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
Twitter and Facebook. Feel free to repost and share widely Global Research articles.

Medea Benjamin, co-founder of Global Exchange and CODEPINK: Women for Peace, is the
author of the 2018 book, “Inside Iran: The Real History and Politics of the Islamic Republic of
Iran.” Her previous books include: “Kingdom of the Unjust: Behind the U.S.-Saudi
Connection” (2016); “Drone Warfare: Killing by Remote Control” (2013); “Don’t Be Afraid
Gringo: A Honduran Woman Speaks from the Heart” (1989), and (with Jodie Evans) “Stop
the Next War Now (Inner Ocean Action Guide)” (2005).

Nicolas J. S. Davies is an independent journalist, a researcher with CODEPINK and the author
of Blood On Our Hands: the American Invasion and Destruction of Iraq.

Regular contributors to Global Research

Featured image is from Al Mayadeen English

The original source of this article is Common Dreams
Copyright © Medea Benjamin and Nicolas J. S. Davies, Common Dreams, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Medea Benjamin
and Nicolas J. S. Davies



https://www.commondreams.org/author/medea-benjamin
https://www.globalexchange.org/
https://www.codepinkalert.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Iran-History-Politics-Republic/dp/1944869654
https://www.amazon.com/Inside-Iran-History-Politics-Republic/dp/1944869654
https://www.amazon.com/Kingdom-Unjust-Behind-U-S-Saudi-Connection/dp/1944869026
https://www.amazon.com/Kingdom-Unjust-Behind-U-S-Saudi-Connection/dp/1944869026
https://bookshop.org/a/16708/9781781680773
https://bookshop.org/a/16708/9780060972059
https://bookshop.org/a/16708/9780060972059
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004D4Y3A2?ie=UTF8&tag=commondreams-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=B004D4Y3A2
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004D4Y3A2?ie=UTF8&tag=commondreams-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=B004D4Y3A2
https://www.commondreams.org/author/nicolas-js-davies
https://bookshop.org/a/16708/9781934840986
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2022/06/28/nato-and-war-foretold
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/medea-benjamin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nicolas-j-s-davies
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2022/06/28/nato-and-war-foretold
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/medea-benjamin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/nicolas-j-s-davies

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

