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***

The  western  media  is  bombarding  us  with  threats  of  imminent  war,  even  giving  out
deadlines for when the invasion of Ukraine is to begin. NATO Secretary Jens Stoltenberg
appears mild-mannered and quietly wonders out loud why Russian President Putin would
think that NATO could be a threat to Russia.

NATO has been in numerous wars in Europe, Afghanistan, Libya, and Iraq. They were not
protecting member states from attack, but on the offense and instigating conflicts far from
Europe and the North Atlantic.

The first NATO attack was on Bosnia in 1995 involving 400 aircraft and 5,000 personnel from
15 nations.  1,026 bombs were dropped during the operation, 708 of which were precision-
guided. On 19 occasions, depleted uranium munitions were used against targets around
Sarajevo. The uninterrupted bombing of Yugoslavia lasted 78 days and involved 38,400
sorties, including 10,484 strike sorties. By the end, Serbian president Slobodan Milošević
had capitulated.  The NATO bombing was illegal, as it was done without the authorization of
the UN Security Council.

The next NATO attack was on the former Yugoslavia in 1999.   NATO launched its campaign
without the UN’s approval, stating that it was a humanitarian intervention. The UN Charter
prohibits the use of force except in the case of a decision by the Security Council under
Chapter VII, or self-defense against an armed attack – neither of which were present in this
case. The NATO bombing killed about 1,000 members of the Yugoslav security forces in
addition to between 489 and 528 civilians. It  destroyed or damaged bridges, industrial
plants, hospitals, schools, cultural monuments, private businesses as well as barracks and
military installations.

The  official  story:  A  group  of  Saudi  Arabian  men,  with  an  Egyptian  master,  under  the
direction of Osama bin Laden, a Saudi citizen living in Afghanistan, attacked the World Trade
Center in 2001 in New York City.  This was the only time in NATO history that Article 5 was
invoked.
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This states an attack on one NATO member is an attack on all.  Instead of attacking Saudi
Arabia, the chief exporter of Radical Islam globally, NATO attacked Afghanistan and made
innocent civilians there pay the price of the Saudi killers. The War in Afghanistan was a
conflict  that  took  place  from  2001  to  2021.  It  began  when  the  US  and  NATO  invaded
Afghanistan and toppled the Taliban-ruled Islamic Emirate. The war ended with the Taliban
regaining power after 19 years and 10 months-long insurgency against allied NATO and
Afghan Armed Forces.

The reestablishment of  Taliban rule was confirmed by the US and on 30 August 2021, the
last  American military plane departed Afghanistan,  ending almost  20 years of  western
military presence in the country. According to the Costs of War Project,  the war killed
176,000 people in Afghanistan; 46,319 civilians, 69,095 military, and police.

Next, we have the NATO attack on Iraq for regime change. The invasion of Iraq was neither
in  self-defense against  armed attack nor  sanctioned by UN Security  Council  resolution
authorizing the use of force by member states and thus constituted the crime of war of
aggression, according to the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) in Geneva.

From 2004 to 2011, NATO conducted an important support operation in Iraq. Even though
Saddam Hussein was the enemy of Al Qaeda and bin Laden, and had never harbored or
supported Radical Islam in Iraq, NATO didn’t like Hussein because he was anti-Israel.  US
President  George Bush fabricated intelligence reports  and sold the idea of  a  US-NATO
attack, invasion, and occupation of Iraq.  The result is that regime change at the barrel of a
gun left the country permanently destroyed, with a sectarian government the US imposed
on Iraq reminiscent of Lebanon and still lacks electricity, water, and medical care. The Iraq
Body Count project figure of documented civilian deaths from violence is 183,535 – 206,107
through April 2019.

NATO next turned its sights on Libya.  After Gaddafi gave a speech identifying the Al Qaeda
terrorists being used to create regime change, NATO intervened with a bombing campaign
to  ‘save  humanity’.  After  11  years,  Libya  is  still  trying  to  fight  off  the  Radical  Islamic
terrorists  who were  initially  supported  by  the  west.  Before  NATO’s  intervention,  Libya
produced some 1.6 million barrels a day and boasted Africa’s largest proven crude oil
reserve.  The  country  is  destroyed  and  may  never  recover,  such  as  was  the  case  in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

Amid the NATO attack on Libya for regime change, came the directive to begin another
regime change project in Syria.  Hillary Clinton orchestrated the use of weapons confiscated
from  the  Gaddafi  government,  shipped  to  Turkey,  and  then  trucked  across  the  border  at
Idlib and supplied to the terrorists.  The same Radical Islamic terrorists used in Libya were
used by the US-NATO war machine in Syria.  Even Libyan-Irish Mehdi al Harati commanded
in Idlib.  Syria was saved from destruction by the entrance in 2015 by the Russian military
who were asked by the Syrian government to prevent turning Syria into an Al Qaeda haven. 
The US and NATO member Turkey have both invaded and occupied Syria as they prop up
the terrorists, who they dub ‘rebels’, against the Syrian and Russian military.

Russia has every reason to distrust and is wary of the intentions of NATO.  Russia is being
pushed into a corner with missiles right on its border aimed at Moscow.  NATO is not only a
military group, but by its definition, it is a political group.  NATO promotes liberal western-
style democracy.  Russian politics don’t conform to the NATO-approved style.  When will
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NATO begin a destabilization program against Moscow?  The time-honored US-NATO war
machine manipulations can begin at any time, and the western media will portray peaceful
protesters asking for freedom as the victims of a Russian police crackdown.  The dialog has
already been written in Washington and London long before the first shots would be fired.

Russia’s  western  border  is  NATO’s  eastern  flank.  American  and  British  military  advisors
serve in Ukraine, and US missile defense systems sit in Poland and Romania, while NATO
troops conduct exercises in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.  Russia is asking for a binding
promise that Ukraine will never become a member of NATO, plus the removal of all NATO
troops and weapons from 14 Eastern European countries that have joined the alliance since
1997.

Yeltsin had prophetically warned that NATO’s enlargement could lead to a new division in
Europe. The US secretary of state, James Baker, reassured Gorbachev that NATO would ‘not
shift one inch eastward from its present position’ once it had safely taken in a reunited
Germany; however, those words were never recorded in any mutually agreed document but
remembered in Moscow.  Due to unrelenting US pressure, NATO’s borders have advanced
until  they are next door to Russia and Ukraine.  President Putin has every right to be
demanding assurances to guard his country’s national security.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
@globalresearch_crg. Forward this article to your email lists. Crosspost on your blog site,
internet forums. etc.

This article was originally published on Mideast Discourse.

Steven Sahiounie is a two-time award-winning journalist. He is a regular contributor to
Global Research.

Featured image is from MD

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Steven Sahiounie, Global Research, 2022

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Steven Sahiounie

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

https://www.mideastdiscourse.com/2022/02/21/is-nato-a-threat-to-russia/
https://www.mideastdiscourse.com/about-us/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steven-sahiounie
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/steven-sahiounie
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 4

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

