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1. In 1990, on the eve of the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, US Secretary of State James
Baker assured USSR President Mikhail Gorbachev that “NATO will not extend by a single
inch to the east”. But in twenty years, after having demolished the Yugoslavian Federation,
NATO extended from 16 to 30 countries, expanding more and more eastwards to Russia.
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2. In 1999, it incorporated the first three countries of the former Warsaw Pact: Poland, the
Czech Republic  and Hungary.  In  2004,  it  extended to  other  countries:  Estonia,  Latvia,
Lithuania (formerly part of the USSR); Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia (formerly part of the
Warsaw  Pact);  Slovenia  (formerly  part  of  the  Yugoslavian  Federation).  In  2009,  it
incorporated Albania (formerly a member of the Warsaw Pact) and Croatia (formerly part of
the Yugoslavian Federation) and, in 2017, Montenegro; in 2019, it signed the protocol of
accession of Northern Macedonia as the 30th member. Three other countries – Bosnia and
Herzegovina (formerly part of the Yugoslavian Federation), Georgia and Ukraine (formerly
part of the USSR) – are currently candidates for entry into NATO.

3. So Washington ties these countries not so much to the Alliance as directly to the US,
strengthening  its  influence  within  the  European  Union.  Of  the  ten  Central  and  Eastern
European countries entering NATO between 1999 and 2004, seven entered the European
Union between 2004 and 2007. As the European Union expands to the East, the United
States is effectively extending its control over Europe through NATO. Clearly, Washington’s
strategic  plan is  revealed:  to  use the expansion of  NATO to  the East  as  a  means of
establishing relations of force even more favorable to the United States and, thus, further
isolate the “old Europe” that could one day become autonomous.

4. Besides these, the expansion of NATO to the East has other implications. Incorporating
not only the countries of the former Warsaw Pact but also the three Baltic republics that
were once part of the USSR, NATO has reached the borders of the Russian Federation.
Despite Washington’s assurances of its peaceful intentions, this constitutes a threat, even
nuclear, to Russia.
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