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“In this pact, we hope to create a shield against aggression and the fear of aggression–a
bulwark which will permit us to get on with the real business of government and society, the
business of achieving a fuller and happier life for all our citizens.”

– Address by US President Harry S. Truman, on the occasion of the signing of the North
Atlantic Treaty (April 4, 1949) [1]

.

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

The establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in April of 1949 was
defended, at least in public discourse, as a necessary bulwark against threats to peace
posed by the Soviet Union.

Composed of 12 member states at the time, NATO was conceived as a collective defense
among countries in the North Atlantic area (including Canada and the United States) all
united in common cause to “safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilization of
their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law.”
[2]

Today, nearly 3 decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union, the alliance remains active,
with 17 additional members, including former members of the Warsaw Pact and constituent
nations of the former Yugoslavia. Defense spending has shifted to the Middle East & North
Africa and East Asia & Pacific regions. [3]

The post Cold War ‘peace dividend’ was not realized, at least not for very long, as theatres
of battle were waged progressively in the Gulf (1991), the former Yugoslavia (1995-1999),
Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003), Libya (2011), and on the Russian frontier.

Peace  has  not  been  realized  in  the  post  Cold  War  era,  and  remarkably,  a  nuclear  conflict
between major powers is once again a very real prospect.

In April 2017, a symposium was held at the University of Manitoba probing the post Cold
War military and parallel economic order. Three prominent thinkers were on hand to provide
some background on NATO’s actual as opposed to official role, the economic context of its
various maneuvres, and the prospects and prescription for peace as social and ecological
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disruption continues to grip the globe.

The lectures were sponsored by the University of Manitoba based Geopolitical Economy
Research Group, in association with Peace Alliance Winnipeg, the Manitoba Chair for Global
Governance Studies in the Department of Political Studies at the University of Winnipeg, and
the University of Manitoba Institute for the Humanities in the Department of Political Studies
at the University of Manitoba. Audio and complete video were provided by Paul S Graham.

Radhika Desai is professor of Political Studies at the University of Manitoba and director of
the Geopolitical Economy Research Group, based at that university. She functioned as the
moderator  and convener  for  the  April  3rd  conference,  and introduced the  three  main
speakers.

Dr.  Paul  Kellogg is an Associate Professor in the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies at
Athabasca  University.  He  writes  extensively  about  Canada  and  international  political
economy, Marxist theory and social movements. His most recent book is Escape from the
Staple Trap: Canadian Political Economy after Left Nationalism (2015).

Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya is a sociologist, geopolitical analyst, Research Associate with the
Centre for Research on Globalization, and the award-winning author of The Globalization of
NATO.  He is   a  contributor  at  the Strategic  Culture  Foundation (SCF),  Moscow,  and a
member of the Scientific Committee of Geopolitica, Italy.

Roger Annis is a long time sociologist and retired aerospace worker. He writes on issues
around war and peace and social justice. He is co-founder and editor of The New Cold War:
Ukraine and Beyond.

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

The Global  Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio
Network at prn.fm. Listen in everyThursday at 6pm ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C – Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS  during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario –1  Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. – Tune in  at its new time –
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

http://geopoliticaleconomy.org
http://geopoliticaleconomy.org
http://peacealliancewinnipeg.ca
https://www.youtube.com/user/redriverpete/videos
https://geopoliticaleconomy.org/
http://www.utppublishing.com/Escape-from-the-Staple-Trap-Canadian-Political-Economy-after-Left-Nationalism.html
http://www.utppublishing.com/Escape-from-the-Staple-Trap-Canadian-Political-Economy-after-Left-Nationalism.html
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/the-globalization-of-nato/
https://store.globalresearch.ca/store/the-globalization-of-nato/
http://newcoldwar.org
http://newcoldwar.org
http://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/global-research-news-hour
http://ckuw.ca/
http://globalresearch.ca/
http://prn.fm/
http://wzbc.org/#schedule
http://portperryradio.com/
http://www.cjsf.ca/pguide/index.php?intday_id=6
http://cfuv.uvic.ca/cms/


| 3

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ  89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in  Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

Notes:

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/publicpapers/index.php?pid=10621.
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_17120.htm2.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1758-5899.12328/full3.
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