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Mubarak: Foreign Powers will be “Obliged” to send
forces to support Lebanon’s pro-US government
Standoff between government and opposition demonstrators risks provoking
foreign interference
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In-depth Report: THE WAR ON LEBANON

The United States  interfered once again  to  help  the beleaguered and unconstitutional
government of Fouad Saniora.

US State Department spokesman Tom Casey said Washington denounced what he called
“threats of intimidation or violence” which “are aimed at toppling Lebanon’s legitimate and
democratically elected government”. Casey repeated accusations that Syria and Iran are
 instigating what he termed as show of force “to destabilize Lebanon”.  

For its part, Egypt warned that the standoff between Lebanon’s US-backed government and
opposition  demonstrators  risked  provoking  foreign  interference  that  could  erupt  into
violence. Following a meeting in the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov, President Hosni Mubarak criticized the mass protest led by Lebanese
opposition to demand the government quit. He said, “I find this behavior very unwise, for I
fear these protests are sectarian and reinforcements will come from outside to broaden the
demonstrations, what would lead to fighting and destruction.”

“I do not want to accuse Syria or Iran, but Iran could send (people to support) Hezbollah,
then other countries will  be obliged to send people to support  Saniora.  This will  be a
problem. I fear an internationalization of this situation which risks destroying Lebanon,”
Mubarak said. The Egyptian leader’s stance came after Saudi King Abdullah Bin Abdel Aziz
called Saniora and expressed his support to him and his ministers.

Speaking from Beirut, British Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett expressed her support for
the  Lebanese  Prime  Minister  and  called  on  Lebanon’s  “feuding  factions”  to  return  to
dialogue.

Meanwhile the head of the Future Movement bloc, MP Saad Hariri received a phone call at
night  from  French  President  Jacque  Chirac.  Hariri’s  office  issued  a  statement  saying  that
Chirac assured that France is still preparing for Paris 3 conference with Prime Minister Fouad
Saniora.

emphasis added

The original source of this article is Al-Manar TV
Copyright © Global Research, Al-Manar TV, 2006

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/the-war-on-lebanon
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin


| 2

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

