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MPs debate Palestinian Child Prisoners as
“Renewed Lethal Violence” Plagues the New Year
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Thank you to all those who contacted their MPs – almost 5,000 of you emailed your MPs over
Christmas and New Year – to ask them to take part in the Palestinian child prisoners debate
in Westminster Hall. Around 50 MPs took part in the debate earlier this month, nearly all of
them calling for protection for Palestinian children from the abuses they face under Israeli
military rule. You can read extracts from the debate on our our website

Success

Sarah Champion MP – who initiated the debate – pointed out that despite pressure on the
Israeli Government from both Unicef and the UK Government there has been no significant
decrease  in  “alleged ill-treatment  of  children  during  arrest,  transfer,  interrogation  and
detention”.

The Minister responded by promising to follow up the Foreign Office-funded lawyers’ report
from 2012 with a visit next month to review any changes. Together we will ensure that this
review highlights lack of progress on the 40 recommendations in the report, and is taken
seriously by the Government.

Read more about the debate:

Sarah Champion writes in the Huffington Post about her visit to Hebron which inspired her to
lead the debate.

Ben White writes:

“British politicians – including many who still describe themselves as ‘friends’
of Israel – despaired of the treatment of Palestinians under a discriminatory
occupation,  and,  crucially,  called  for  the  government  to  go  beyond  mere
words.” Read Ben’s full article

2016 begins with renewed lethal violence against Palestinian civilians

In the first 12 days of 2016, at least eight Palestinians have been shot dead by Israeli Forces
in the West Bank.

They include three young cousins – Ahmad Kawazba, 21, Alaa Kawazba, 17, and Muhannad
Kawazba, 20 – who were fatally shot near the Gush Etzion bloc of illegal Israeli settlements
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north of Hebron.

The  young  men  were  killed  on  7th  January.  A  few  hours  later,  16-year-old  Khalil  al-
Shalalda was shot and killed by Israeli soldiers at the Beit Einoun junction near Hebron.

On 12th January, Israeli Forces killed two more Palestinians at the same junction, including
17-year-old Adnan al-Mashni, who was shot in the chest.

On the same day, 21-year-old Srour Abu Srour from Aida refugee camp, Bethlehem, was
also shot in the chest with live fire and was pronounced dead in hospital.

Since the beginning of October 2015 Israeli soldiers and illegal Israeli settlers have killed
more than 150 Palestinians, mostly young men and women, but children as well.

The killing has taken place across the West Bank and in Gaza. In total more than 13,500
Palestinians were injured by Israeli Forces last year.

Among those injured this year is 12-year-old Ahmad Abu al-Hummus. Ahmad was shot in the
head  last  week  as  the  Israeli  army  invaded  his  suburb  of  East  Jerusalem  and  fired  live
ammunition, gas bombs and rubber-coated steel bullets at civilians. He is now in a critical
condition in hospital.

According to the United Nations, the killing of Palestinians in the West Bank by Israeli Forces
hit a ten year high in 2015. And the Israeli State continues to enforce its illegal occupation
as 2016 begins with the same lethal violence that terrorised Palestinians in 2015.

Raise your voice to protect Palestinian civilians

Help end Israel’s occupation

Take three simple steps today:

1.     Email or write to your MPs. Ask them to contact the Foreign Office on your behalf
and ask what steps are being taken to protect Palestinian civilians in the West Bank and
Gaza from Israeli Forces. Find your MP’s contact details here

2.      Share this article via social media and help raise awareness of the suffering of the
Palestinian people under Israeli occupation. You can find the article online here

3.      Join PSC today and become part of the campaign to end Israel’s occupation and
achieve freedom, justice and self-determination for the Palestinian people. Click here
and find out how to join us. If you are already a member please ask a friend to join.
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Gaza from Israeli Forces. Find your MP’s contact details here

2.  Share this  article  via  social  media  and help  raise  awareness  of  the suffering of  the
Palestinian people under Israeli occupation. You can find the article online here

3. Join PSC today and become part of the campaign to end Israel’s occupation and
achieve freedom, justice and self-determination for the Palestinian people. Click here
and find out how to join us. If you are already a member please ask a friend to join.
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