
| 1

More Evidence of Israel’s Dirty Role in the Syrian
Proxy War

By Steven MacMillan
Global Research, May 18, 2015
New Eastern Outlook

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

Video  footage  surfaced  last  week  showing  the  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF)  treating  a
wounded anti-Assad Syrian rebel, following a UN report at the end of last year which found
that the IDF and the Syrian rebels (including ISIS) were in regular contact. The Times of
Israel reported on this latest video in an article titled, IDF posts footage of medics saving
Syrian rebel in Golan:

“The IDF on Saturday released rare footage of its medics performing a life-
saving procedure on one of the most severely wounded Syrian combatants
medical personnel have encountered in the Golan Heights… The man, a Syrian
rebel  who  belongs  to  an  unnamed  organization  fighting  against  the  Assad
regime and its allies, received treatment at the border and then inside Israel,
and was ultimately able to return to Syria… Since the start of the civil war in
2011, the IDF has treated an estimated 1,600 non-combatants and anti-Assad
rebels… Although Israel’s treatment of militants from Syria — many of whom
are believed to belong to Islamist organizations such as the al-Qaeda affiliated
Nusra Front — may seem bizarre given the animosity these types of groups
have expressed for the Jewish state in the past, Israel has approached the
issue from a humanitarian point of view.”

The Times of Israel tries to spin Israel’s assistance to the Syrian rebels as purely “from a
humanitarian point of view”, in reality however, Israel supports the Syrian opposition for its
own geopolitical ends. Weakening the Syrian regime has been a geopolitical objective of the
Israeli establishment for decades, with strategic papers dating back to the 1980’s detailing
this goal. Oded Yinon, an Israeli journalist who had close connections to the Foreign Ministry
in Israel, wrote an article in 1982 which was published in a journal of the World Zionist
Organisation titled: “A Strategy for Israel in the Nineteen Eighties”. In it, Yinon outlines that
the “dissolution of Syria and Iraq” are “Israel’s primary” objectives in the region:

“The dissolution of Syria and Iraq later on into ethnically or religiously unique
areas such as in Lebanon, is Israel’s primary target on the Eastern front in the
long run, while the dissolution of the military power of those states serves as
the primary short term target.” (p.11.)

Israel’s strategic desire to weaken both Syria and Iraq was again reiterated in 1996 when a
study group led by neocon Richard Perle prepared a policy document for Israeli  Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu titled: ‘A Clean Break: A New Strategy for Securing the Realm’.
The document states:
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“Israel can shape its strategic environment, in cooperation with Turkey and
Jordan, by weakening, containing, and even rolling back Syria.  This effort can
focus on removing Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq — an important Israeli
strategic objective in its own right — as a means of foiling Syria’s regional
ambitions.”

More recently,  Israeli  officials  have publically  revealed their  desire to topple the regime in
Damascus and break the alliance between Iran, Syria and Hezbollah. In an interview in
2013, the Israeli Ambassador to the US at the time Michael Oren publically expressed that
Israel “always wanted Bashar Assad to go”, adding that“the greatest danger to Israel is the
strategic arc that extends from Tehran, to Damascus to Beirut.”

Israel has been aiding the Syrian opposition with more than just medical assistance since
the  start  of  the  Syrian  proxy  war  however,  as  Tel  Aviv  has  bombed  Syrian  territory
repeatedly in addition to providing anti-Assad forces with arms. In August of last year, Sharif
As-Safouri, the commander of the Free Syrian Army’s Al-Haramein Battalion at the time,
revealed  that  he  had  “entered  Israel  five  times  to  meet  with  Israeli  officers  who  later
provided  him  with  Soviet  anti-tank  weapons  and  light  arms”,  as  The  Times  of
Israel reported.

Tel Aviv has also been accused of creating and facilitating the rise of ISIS itself. The chief of
staff of the Iranian armed forces, Gen. Hassan Firouzabadi, stated that ISIS was created and
supported by Israel, Britain and the US in order to achieve these states own objectives. A
report that seemed to emerge from Gulf News in 2014 also asserted that the leader of ISIS
and the new so-called caliph, Abu Bakr Al Baghdadi, was trained by the Mossad, although
some have questioned the validity of this report. It should also be noted that some news
reports assert that Baghdadi was seriously injured or even killed by a US drone strike in
April.

There is no question that Israel is playing a prominent role in the attempted destruction of
the Syrian state, and is guilty of destroying the lives of millions of people through their
support of anti-Assad mercenaries.  Syrians are now the second largest refugee population
on the planet according to a UN report (only second to Palestinians), all  thanks to the
NATO/Israeli/Saudi axis of evil which has funded and supported rebel armies in Syria.

Steven  MacMillan  is  an  independent  writer,  researcher,  geopolitical  analyst  and  editor
of  The Analyst Report, especially for the online magazine “New Eastern Outlook”.
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