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Monsanto’s Roundup Shown to be Ravaging
Butterfly Population
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Monsanto’s Roundup, containing the active ingredient glyphosate, has been tied to more
health and environmental problems than you could imagine. Similar to how pesticides have
been contributing to the bee decline, Monsanto’s Roundup has been tied to the decrease in
the population of monarch butterflies by killing the very plants that the butterflies rely on for
habitat  and food.  What’s been shown to be an even greater threat to the population,
though, is Monsanto’s Roundup Ready corn and soybeans.

Roundup Ready Crops and Glyphosate Leading to Downfall of Insect Populations

A  2011  study  published  in  the  journal  Insect  Conservation  and  Diversity  found  that
increasing  acreage  of  genetically  modified  Roundup  Ready  corn  and  soybeans  is  heavily
contributing to the decline in monarch butterfly populations within North America. Milkweed,
a  plant  butterflies  rely  on  for  habitat  and  food,  is  being  destroyed  by  the  heavy  use  of
glyphosate-based  pesticides  and  Roundup  Ready  crops.  Over  the  past  17  years,  the
monarch  butterfly  population  in  central  Mexico  has  declined,  reaching  an  all-time  low  in
2009-2010.

“This milkweed has disappeared from at least 100 million acres of these row
crops,” said Dr. Taylor, an insect ecologist at the University of Kansas and
director  of  the  research  and conservation  program Monarch  Watch.  “Your
milkweed is virtually gone…this [glyphosate use on RR crops] is the one main
factor that has happened…you look at parts of the Midwest where there is a
tremendous use of these crops and you see monarch populations dropping. It’s
hard to deny the conclusion.”

According to the Department of Agriculture, in 2011 94 percent of soybeans and 72 percent
of corn grown in the United States were herbicide-tolerant. Due to this increase, the amount
of Roundup used on crops in 2007 was 5 times higher than in 1997, only one year after
Roundup Ready crops were available.

Another study published int he journal Crop Protection and conducted by Robert G Hartzler,
an agronomist at Iowa State, found that milkweed on farms in Iowa declined 90 percent
from 1999 to 2009. Additionally, his study found milkweed only on 8 percent of corn and
soybean fields surveyed in 2009, which is 51 percent lower than in 1999.

Although  the  butterfly  population  may  be  suffering,  humans  are  taking  heat  from
Monsanto’s creations as well.  Past research has shown that Monsanto’s Roundup ready
crops are leading to mental illness and obesity, primarily by destroying the amount of good
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bacteria found in the gut. The corporation’s Roundup, containing glyphosate, has also been
shown to cause infertility and birth defects.

Glyphosate is so present today that it has been found to be polluting the world’s drinking
water through the widespread contamination of aquifers, wells, and springs. What may be
most shocking is  that very high concentrations of  glyphosate have been found in 100
percent of urine samples tested in a recent study.

R e a d  m o r e :
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-roundup-shown-to-be-ravaging-butterfly-population/#i
xzz1oiguPLhX

The original source of this article is Natural Society
Copyright © Mike Barrett, Natural Society, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Mike Barrett

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-best-selling-herbicide-roundup-linked-to-infertility/
http://naturalsociety.com/more-evidence-linking-pesticides-to-birth-defects/
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-carcinogenic-roundup-herbicide-contaminating-water-supply/
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-carcinogenic-roundup-herbicide-contaminating-water-supply/
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-infertility-linked-roundup-found-in-all-urine-samples-tested/
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-infertility-linked-roundup-found-in-all-urine-samples-tested/
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-roundup-shown-to-be-ravaging-butterfly-population/#ixzz1oiguPLhX
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-roundup-shown-to-be-ravaging-butterfly-population/#ixzz1oiguPLhX
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-roundup-shown-to-be-ravaging-butterfly-population/#ixzz1oiguPLhX
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/mike-barrett
http://naturalsociety.com/monsantos-roundup-shown-to-be-ravaging-butterfly-population/#ixzz1oiguPLhX
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/mike-barrett
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

