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Millions More US Jobless than Reported. Real U.S.
Unemployment Rate at 38%…

By Stephen Lendman
Global Research, April 30, 2020

Region: USA
Theme: Media Disinformation, Poverty &

Social Inequality

Based on how it was calculated pre-1990s, Shadowstats economist John Williams has the
real US unemployment rate at around 38%, heading higher.

According to the Economic Policy Institute (EPI),  “millions” of jobless US workers aren’t
getting benefits because applications they filed, or were unable to because of a “buckle(d)”
system, weren’t processed.

EPI: “For every 10 people who said they successfully filed for unemployment benefits during
the previous four weeks:

Three to four additional people tried to apply but could not get through the system to make
a claim.

Two additional people did not try to apply because it was too difficult to do so.”

This disturbing reality shows that the official US unemployment rate is way understated.

It’s also evidence that millions of US jobless workers aren’t getting entitled to benefits.

EPI  estimates  that  up  to  13.9  million  Americans  haven’t  filed  for  benefits  or  their
applications  weren’t  processed  because  of  a  clogged  system  too  hard  to  navigate.

“(A)bout half of potential UI (unemployment insurance) applicants are actually receiving
benefits,” said EPI.

According  to  official  numbers  from  mid-March  through  April  23,  over  26  million  newly
unemployed  US  workers  had  their  UI  applications  processed.

If  nearly another near-14 million Americans laid off or furloughed aren’t included in official
numbers for the above five-week period, it means up to 41 million US workers lost jobs since
mid-March.

Because  of  a  dysfunctional  US  UI  application  system,  EPI  estimates  that  benefits  for
America’s newly unemployed since mid-March may only be going to from “45% to 52%” of
qualified individuals so far.

EPI’s  data  is  from “a  single-question  survey  (of)  25,000  respondents  through  Google
Surveys, beginning April 14.”
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“The survey was about 98% complete and had 24,607 respondents as of April 24.

It asked: “Did you apply for unemployment benefits in the last 4 weeks?”

Respondents could choose from one of six answers:

“I did not apply because I did not lose a job.

I did not apply because I am not eligible.

I did not apply because it was too difficult.

I tried but my application was rejected.

I tried but I could not get through.

I applied successfully.”

The above data indicate a much more dismal US jobs market reality than official  numbers
explain.

Economist Nouriel Roubini explained that COVID-19 arrived when “(t)he world (was already)
drifting into a perfect  storm of  financial,  political,  socioeconomic,  and environmental  risks,
all of which are now growing even more acute,” adding:

Policy blunders by the Fed, along with mismanagement by the Obama and Trump regimes,
“made another crisis inevitable.”

“(N)ow that it has arrived, the risks are growing even more acute.”

Even if recovery occurs this year, a “Greater Depression will follow (because of mounting
public) debts…(large-scale) defaults…loss of income for many households…unsustainable
private-sector  debt…(weakened  demand  because  of)  mass  unemployment…downward
pressure on wages…de-globalization,” and other factors.

Will Washington’s imperial fist make a bad situation worse?

Will  US policymakers divert  attention from economic duress for  ordinary Americans by
waging wars against invented enemies?

Will tyranny arrive in the US full-blown on the pretext of protecting national security at a
time when Washington’s only enemies are invented?

Are the worst of times ahead? Or will enough fed up Americans no longer put up with how
they’re harmed by the nation’s ruling class?

When governments fail their people, the way things are in the US, they forfeit the right to
rule.

Civil disobedience and other forms of resistance become essential tactics for change.

The time is now to go big for a nation safe and fit to live in — polar opposite how things are
now in the US and West.
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Note to readers: please click the share buttons below. Forward this article to your email lists.
Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Award-winning author Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. He is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research
on Globalization (CRG)

His new book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: US Drive for
Hegemony Risks WW III.”

http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html

Visit his blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW III."
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
http://sjlendman.blogspot.com/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 4

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

