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***

The first whole job-category with 100s of thousands of employees will already lose their job
to AI in 3 years:

“In three years I don’t think there’s going to be any human taking an order in any drive-
through in the U.S.” 

See this.

I  just checked how many jobs we talk of.  My AI tells me that IBIS World has reported
201,865 fast food restaurants in the USA. And 70% of their sales are from drive-through –
and a chain like Wendy’s even reports 90% of their sales are from drive-through. See this.

We probably talk about 300,000 – 400,000 jobs being taken by AI – in US fast-food
ordering alone.

Fortunately, in this case there is a lack of labor to fill in these positions, so the social effect
will be relatively moderate here.

But the ordering of drive-through fast food is just a tiny corner of the US economy.

The broader  effect  will  be  millions  and millions  of  US jobs  –  gone over  the  next
only 3 years.

Jobs removed through automation are always replaced by new jobs – but that is over time.

Honestly,  as  an  economist,  I  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  the  US  economy  will  be  able  to
replace these millions and millions of jobs lost to AI as fast as these jobs will be wiped out.

What does that mean for the US competitive position in the World?
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It will mean an enormous boost in US economic, tech, and military power – combined with
an increase in the kind of US social fragility which resulted in Jan. 6.
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