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Military Presence on American Streets: South
Carolina National Guard Drills Door-to-Door
”Wellness Checks”

By Brandon Turbeville
Global Research, March 09, 2015
Activist Post

Region: USA
Theme: Police State & Civil Rights

In yet another example of the growing trend of the process of acclimatization of the general
public to an open military presence on American streets as well as greater cooperation
between the US Military and civilian law enforcement, South Carolina was recently the scene
of a statewide “emergency preparedness” drill that incorporated both of these aspects in a
visible form.

On March 7, 2015, the state-wide drill, entitled Operation Vigilant Guard, took place under
the pretext of preparation for the inevitable destruction a hurricane would bring to South
Carolina. According to reports in the local media, the drills were based on the premise of the
landfall of a Category 4 hurricane and “how they’d respond to get citizens help” in such an
event.

The training involved the South Carolina National Guard as well as National Guard units from
Georgia in addition to participants from local and state law enforcement agencies as well as
local and state “officials.”

In the Florence area, there were at least 400 hundred military personnel involved in the
exercise. All in all, however, around 2,000 military personnel participated state-wide and
5,000 participants were involved from South Carolina emergency management Divisions
and county divisions of Emergency Management.

According to the National Guard press release announcing the drill,

The South Carolina National Guard, along with state and county emergency
management  agencies,  will  conduct  a  disaster  readiness  exercise  called
Vigilant Guard beginning this weekend, part of which will include the mock in-
processing of approximately 300 military and civilian personnel Saturday at
McCrady Training Center in Eastover.

Joint Reception, Staging, Onward Movement, and Integration, or JRSOI, is the
process that will be utilized by the South Carolina National Guard to in-process
support personnel from partner agencies during a real-world emergency.

[…]

Vigilant  Guard is  an eight-day field  exercise  held  March 5-12,  taking place at
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numerous locations across South Carolina. This exercise will test the ability of
the  National  Guard  to  support  response  operations  based  on  simulated
emergency scenarios such as the landfall of a hurricane, a collapsed building,
widespread fires and mass casualties.

The  National  Guard,  along  with  local,  state  and  federal  partners  will  be
deployed to exercise venues in Georgetown, with other sites including Moncks
Corner, Spartanburg, Florence, West Columbia and Williamsburg.

While this writer witnessed a portion of the drill in Florence, the application of the drill in
Monck’s Corner is what is most disturbing.

In  Monck’s  Corner,  SC National  Guard personnel,  the Berkeley County Sheriff’s  Office,  and
other state and local  “emergency responders” went door to door conducting “wellness
checks” on civilian homes. The sight of military personnel going door to door in civilian
neighborhoods is beyond creepy to say the least.

As the Press Release on the SC National Guard website states,

The SCNG partnered with the S.C.  State Guard,  the Berkeley County Sheriff’s
Department  and other  local  emergency responders  to  conduct  health  and
wellness checks in the Overton neighborhood. The joint task force went door-
to-door checking on the local residents, assessed their needs and determined
how best to meet those needs in a real response.

“In the scenario, our job today was to assist the S.C. State Guard, along with
various  Berkeley  County  emergency  responders,  and  perform  health  and
wellness checks for citizens who might have been affected by the storm,” said
Sgt. Jeremy Argabright, Bravo Company, 1-118 Infantry.

Such door-to-door “wellness checks” also took place in Overton, S.C.

The portion of the drills that were witnessed by this writer involved a setup of about 9
military tents outside of the Florence, SC airport. A number of trucks were present as well as
Humvees, many of which were outfitted with machine gun turrets and machine guns. A sign
reading “Region 4:  HRF” was posted outside of  the airport.  HRF stands for  Homeland
Response Force and Region 4 represents the FEMA region of the area. As the convoy was
preparing  to  leave  the  field  site  in  front  of  the  airport,  a  bus  had been added to  the  mix.
Many helicopters and chopper sightings were reported as well.

Numerous military vehicles were seen on the streets of Florence throughout the day.

It should be noted, however, that while the local media and the State Guard represented the
exercises as having been focused on hurricane landfall and natural disasters, there were
unconfirmed reports of artillery being fired in the areas near Florence and Pamplico.

There  were  other  reports  suggesting  (also  not  confirmed)  that  private  military  contractors
may have been involved as well.

Although both the National Guard and the media implied that the Vigilant Guard exercise
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was  state-based,  Vigilant  Guard  is  a  federally-funded  exercise  sponsoredby  US
NORTHCOM that seeks to encourage and further cooperation between Federal, State, and
local “emergency management” agencies and “first responders.”

This is perhaps why the same drill took place in North Carolina as well on the same day
since the training is based in terms of region. In Charlotte, military personnel practiced
providing security for the Water Treatment plant while other personnel drilled on “keeping
the peace.”

Of course, few would argue that preparedness and training for emergencies on the part of
government agencies, the military, or other appropriate public institutions is a bad idea.
However, given the fact that these drills and training operations are clearly being used to
acclimatize the general public to seeing and accepting an open military presence on the
streets of the U.S., one would be justified in wondering whether or not these drills are truly
designed to prepare anything other than the minds of the American people.

Considering  what  happened  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina  in  New  Orleans  and
the treasonous response of the National Guard there, one would certainly hope that lessons
have been learned. Unfortunately, the trend of events in the United States tends to point
toward more Katrina-style responses, not less.

Brandon Turbeville is an author out of Florence, South Carolina. He has a Bachelor’s Degree
from Francis Marion University and is the author of six books, Codex Alimentarius — The End
of  Health  Freedom,  7  Real  Conspiracies,  Five  Sense Solutions  and Dispatches  From a
Dissident, volume 1and volume 2, and The Road to Damascus: The Anglo-American Assault
on Syria. Turbeville has published over 500 articles dealing on a wide variety of subjects
including health, economics, government corruption, and civil liberties. Brandon Turbeville’s
podcast Truth on The Tracks can be found every Monday night 9 pm EST at UCYTV.  He is
available for radio and TV interviews. Please contact activistpost (at) gmail.com. 

The original source of this article is Activist Post
Copyright © Brandon Turbeville, Activist Post, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Brandon
Turbeville

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those

https://www.blogger.com/Vigilant%20Guard%20is%20a%20series%20of%20federally%20funded%20disaster-response%20drills%20conducted%20by%20National%20Guard%20units%20working%20with%20federal,%20state%20and%20local%20emergency%20management%20agencies%20and%20first%20responders.
http://www.scnow.com/news/local/article_fb504da4-c412-11e4-b1c0-d319193d7b30.html
http://www.scnow.com/news/local/article_fb504da4-c412-11e4-b1c0-d319193d7b30.html
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/156353/military-police-keep-peace-during-vigilant-guard#.VPzPTPzF__E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf8trl69kzo
http://www.prisonplanet.com/articles/february2008/020408_shoot_americans.htm
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=829&ID=e78aa577-49b0-493b-aa44-c84db9d0c8cf
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=829&ID=e78aa577-49b0-493b-aa44-c84db9d0c8cf
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=2235&ID=c3a655cd-5dc7-421a-8a8b-cf74c194ffc5
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=2800&ID=155692ca-65ff-418c-b267-5ea8549d93a7
http://www.activistpost.com/2012/05/dispatches-from-dissident-articles-from.html
http://www.activistpost.com/2012/05/dispatches-from-dissident-articles-from.html
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=19038&ID=6318fa2d-7ac3-42c0-b510-b6aeadfa93db
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=23813&ID=e489793f-d003-471a-9a4c-02f7e3df4d77
http://www.thebookpatch.com/BookStoreDetails.aspx?BookID=23813&ID=e489793f-d003-471a-9a4c-02f7e3df4d77
http://ucy.tv/TT
http://www.activistpost.com/2015/03/sc-national-guard-drills-door-to-door.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brandon-turbeville
http://www.activistpost.com/2015/03/sc-national-guard-drills-door-to-door.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brandon-turbeville
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/brandon-turbeville
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 4

who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

