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US forces in Afghanistan have dropped America’s biggest non-nuclear weapon on Islamic
State positions on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border - the first time this particular bomb has
been used in combat. What’s so special about it?

1. What’s in a name?

The weapon’s official designation is: Guided Bomb Unit, Massive Ordnance Air Blast. The
acronym MOAB has also been rendered as the “Mother Of All Bombs.” The name is likely a
reference to Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s threat of the “mother of all battles” over
Kuwait in 1991.
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2. 14 years old and Vietnam-era Daisy Cutter’s daughter
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The weapon was first tested in March 2003, just before the US invasion of Irag. The MOAB is
descended from the BLU-82B ‘Daisy Cutter,” a Vietnam-era bomb that weighed 15,000
pounds (6,800 kg) and was used to clear jungle and desert minefields. The weapon was
used with devastating effect against Iraqi troops in 1991. The last of the 225 BLU-82s were
expended by 2008 and officially replaced by the MOAB.
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3. Itis HUGE!

The GBU-43/B MOAB is the “monster truck of American ordnance,” wrote self-described ‘war
nerd’ columnist Gary Brecher in 2003. The MOAB weighs about 22,000 pounds, or just over
10,000 kg, and is the most powerful non-nuclear weapon in the US arsenal.

It is packed with H6 explosive, which is about 1.35 times more powerful than pure TNT for a
11-ton yield over a 1-mile (1.6 km) radius. The bomb itself is 30 feet long (almost 10
meters) and 40 inches (over 1 meter) in diameter and can only be dropped from specially
modified C-130 transport planes.



MOAB BLAST RADIUS
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4. It is scary
The MOAB'’s function is primarily “shock and awe”: it is an air-burst weapon, creating

pressure intended to collapse tunnels or bunkers and obliterate any enemy personnel
caught in the blast radius.
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5. It is expensive, reportedly costing $16 million a piece

The MOAB was built by the Alabama-based company Dynetics in cooperation with the US Air
Force. The Pentagon has reportedly commissioned only 20 bombs. The widely-reported cost-
per-unit of the weapon is $16 million, with the entire program estimated at $314 million.

There are, however, some reports that the figures may be inaccurate and that the DoD
never gave a public estimate of the weapon’s cost because it was developed in-house and
the military didn’t keep track of the expenses the way private companies do.

6. And, there’s a Russian daddy

After the US tested the MOAB in 2003, Russia developed its own thermobaric weapon,
nicknamed the “Father of All Bombs” and tested it in 2007. Very little is known about this
weapon, but the Russian military says it is four times more powerful and has twice the blast
radius of the American mega-bomb.


http://dailycaller.com/2017/04/13/the-story-youve-been-hearing-about-the-mother-of-all-bombs-is-totally-wrong/

< e (oo
@RT_America m
Potential smart bomb sales to Saudi Arabia prompt questions

from US lawmakers rt.com/usa/384303-us-...
5:22 PM - 11 Apr 2017

Potential smart bomb sales to Saudi Arabia prompt questions ...

& group of US lawmakers wrote to the presidential administration
asking for more information about a potential sale of smart bombs, aka
rt.com

« 1 Wss

The original source of this article is RT News
Copyright © RT News, RT News, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: RT News

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/RT3.png
https://www.rt.com/usa/384669-6-facts-moab-bomb-afghanistan/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rt-news
https://www.rt.com/usa/384669-6-facts-moab-bomb-afghanistan/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/rt-news
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

