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General  Stanley  McChrystal  wasn’t  fired  for  the  name  calling  and  sarcasm  in  the  recent
Rolling Stone article, or for a lack of military decorum and good discipline. He was fired for
telling the truth about the mission in Afghanistan in a statement he made in March.

“We’ve shot an amazing number of people and killed a number and, to my knowledge, none
has  proven  to  have  been  a  real  threat  to  the  force.”  This  statement  is  the  most
embarrassing  and  potentially  crippling  to  Obama’s  AFPAK  effort,  for  it  brings  attention  to
how badly the war is going with a focus on the killing of innocent people.

McChrystal’s  statement  is  candid  admission of  the futility  and failure  of  the so  called
counter-insurgency  campaign.  Troops  are  supposed to  be  protecting  more  civilians  by
defending them and their villages, but with the price of that security coming in part from
paying  off  warlords,  and  an  Afghan  military  with  shifting  allegiances,  the  resulting  chaos
ensures lots of innocents who happen to look like the ”insurgents” are just in the wrong
place at the wrong time. And with simultaneous JSOC missions and drone attacks and
bombardments, the human debris of collateral damage is piling up.

It’s a big enough pile to bury McChrystal and move in Petreaus, ostensibly to make the
“surge” work. But it could also bring more public attention to, and scrutiny of, the US/NATO
mission in South Asia.

Are recent Pentagon press releases about vast, untapped mineral reserves in Afghanistan,
the  timing  of  which  is  probably  no  coincidence,  an  attempt  to  put  a  positive,  albeit
mercenary spin on our involvement in the region?

Interestingly,  earlier  this  month,  before the McChrystal  incident,  we witnessed General
David  Petraeus’s  fainting  episode at  a  Senate  Armed Services  hearing  on progress  in
Afghanistan. Dehydration was blamed but was his syncope also his body’s reaction to some
very bad back channel news he had just received regarding the PR disaster in Afghanistan
and the imminent firing of McChrystal?

Was McChrystal’s published candor regarding the truth of the situation just irresponsible
verbal meanderings or were they words he mouthed from a script DoD prepared to reverse
the spin kick-started by his boots on the ground?

Let his own words from the statement in March further illuminate, and give perspective to,
what likely got the Commander of NATO International Security Assistance Force and U.S.
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Forces, Afghanistan sacked:

“I do want to say something that everyone understands. We really ask a lot of our young
service people out on the checkpoints because there’s danger, they’re asked to make very
rapid decisions in often very unclear situations. However, to my knowledge, in the nine-plus
months I’ve been here, not a single case where we have engaged in an escalation of force
incident and hurt someone has it turned out that the vehicle had a suicide bomb or weapons
in it and, in many cases, had families in it. That doesn’t mean I’m criticizing the people who
are executing. I’m just giving you perspective.”

Sources:

http://tpmmuckraker.talkingpointsmemo.com/2010/04/
gen_mcchrystal_weve_shot_an_amazing_number_of_peop.php

http://media.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/d
ocuments/Assessment_Redacted_092109.pdf

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127839824

I’m Tim Reeder, a 52 year old registered nurse in northern California . I work from my home
office and my current  employment  allows me the luxury  of  time to  surf  the web and stay
informed. I had a brief but enjoyable stint as a journalist in the U.S. Navy in the 1980’s and
was published in The Alameda Naval Airbase Courier and the national magazine, Navy
Times. Glad I got out of the military before the first gulf war!
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