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On May 20th  Venezuelans will  exert  their  right  to elect  their  president and other local

officials. It will be the 25th time that election of any type, and the fifth presidential election to
take place since 1999 when Hugo Chavez was elected president. Venezuelans take great
pride in this fact in a region that has seen far too many coups, military and otherwise.

However, there is a persistent campaign, endorsed by the US and Canadian governments,
that this election will be a fraud. They will not give any proof for their assertion.  On the
other hand I decided to learn more about the Venezuelan electoral system to see if such a
deception is even possible. For that purpose I interviewed Wilfredo Perez Bianco who is
Consul General of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Vancouver, BC. What follows is my
report from our conversation.

The first thing that Mr. Perez pointed out was that in order to understand the process that
guarantees the right of Venezuelans to fairly elect their representatives, two articles of the
Venezuelan constitution have to be kept in mind.

Article 62 of the Venezuelan constitution of 1999 establishes the democratic foundation of
the electoral process in Venezuela. The first paragraph says,

“All  citizens  have  the  right  to  participate  freely  in  public  affairs,  directly  or
through  their  elected  representatives.”

And the last paragraph concludes,

“It  is  the obligation of  the State and the duty of  society to  facilitate the
generation of the most favorable conditions for its practice.”

It is significant to note that both State and society have a role in this process.

Article 63 of the constitution in turn establishes,

“Suffrage  is  a  right.  It  is  exercised  through  free,  universal,  direct  and  secret
ballots.  The  law  will  guarantee  the  principle  of  individuality  of  suffrage  and
proportional  representation.”
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The Venezuelan Electoral Power bases all its actions on the 1999 constitution, the Organic
Law of the Electoral Power, the Organic Law of the Electoral Processes and the Organic Law
of the Civil Registry. According to the division of powers established in the constitution, it
has functional and budgetary autonomy, which guarantees its independence from other
State bodies.

“Its  governing body is  the National  Electoral  Council  (CNE for  its  name in
Spanish),  responsible  for  the  transparency  of  electoral  and  referendum
processes  that  guarantee  to  all  Venezuelans,  the  efficient  organization  of  all
electoral events that take place in the country,” stated Mr. Perez. “It is their
responsibility  to  regulate,  direct  and  supervise  the  activities  of  their
subordinate bodies, as well as guarantee compliance with the constitutional
principles attributed to the Electoral Power,” he continued.

Currently, the voting system in Venezuela is a fully automated process and can be audited
in all its phases. In 2004, Venezuela became the first country in the world to hold a national
election with machines that printed the voucher or receipt, and in 2012, the first elections
were held with biometric authentication of the elector and the subsequent activation of the
voting machine.

This technological platform allows the use of a conventional voting (electronic) ballot where
the voters press the name, face or party affiliation of the candidate for the election office.
This method of voting was further strengthened with the use of the Integral Authentication
System (SAI), the last phase of automation, which allows the voter to activate the machine
with his fingerprint.

“This represents another guarantee for the integrity of the vote.”

Once the fingerprint of the voter is authenticated, the machine is activated so that the voter
can vote directly on the machine’s screen or on the electronic ballot. The selected option
appears on the screen and the voter has the possibility to confirm his vote by pressing the
VOTE option.

This vote is stored randomly in the memory of the machine and at the end of the day is
recorded in the printed totaling records. Said votes are collated with the physical vouchers
of the receipt box in the subsequent audit.

Mr. Perez emphasized,

“The voting package of  each machine travels  encrypted through a secure
network  provided  by  the  state  telecommunications  company  CANTV.  The
network is isolated from the Internet and has multiple levels of security and
authentication. No external computer can penetrate the election results.”

The totaling system rests on powerful servers, which receive the electoral results from all
the voting machines distributed in the country. The totaling system only receives data from
voting machines authenticated and authorized by the CNE, which are protected with an
encrypted alphanumeric key through an electronic signature. This key does not depend on
any  single  party  because  it  is  shared  between  the  CNE and  all  participating  political
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organizations.

The Automated Voting System follows various phases of vote verification protocol:

Audit of the automated system itself
Citizen verification
Processes following the election in the presence of representatives of the parties.

The complete system of electoral  guarantees also includes an international  presence –
International Electoral Accompaniment Program – to accompany and observe the electoral
process, get to know the operation of the Venezuelan system, and even contribute to its
improvement.

Mr. Perez clarified,

“The participation allows electoral experts and other accredited persons, in all
the technical and institutional stages, prior to the electoral event, during its
development and after it. At all time, the accompanying persons interact with
electoral  authorities,  technical  teams  of  the  CNE,  electoral  officials  and  with
technical  and  political  representatives  of  the  participating  political
organizations,  as  well  as  with  the  media,  within  the  framework  of  the
conditions set by the CNE for the sovereignty and independence of Venezuela.”

In the upcoming elections of May 20 fifteen audits will  be conducted in the different areas
involved in  the process  of  the Presidential  Elections  and Legislative  Councils,  and will
comply with the standards used in the 2012 presidential and parliamentary elections of
2015 to guarantee transparency in the exercise of the vote.

The audits will be carried out in the presence of witnesses of political organizations, national
observers,  international  accompaniers,  and  technicians  from  different  accompaniment
missions.  Mr.  Perez  informed

“these activities of revision can be followed in live broadcasts by clicking on
the  banner  Canal  CNE  TV  of  the  official  site  www.cne.gob.ve  for  anyone,
anywhere  to  see.”

It appears that in compliance with the constitutional mandate, the CNE has created a unique
legally  bound  and  technologically  sound  electoral  system,  backed  by  the  most
comprehensive  system  of  guarantees,  which  makes  elections  in  Venezuela  a  safe,
transparent  and  reliable  expression  of  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people  and  a  full
demonstration of a vibrant, participatory and protagonist democracy.

In concluding, the Venezuelan Consul stated,

“democracy is taken very seriously and is intensely lived in Venezuela. For
Venezuelans,  to  live  in  a  democracy is  to  debate,  participate  and be full
protagonists in the construction of their destiny. In Venezuela, the right to elect
or be elected is conceived as an essential human right and the State strives to
guarantee and secure that right by all means available. Transparency is at the
heart of the electoral system for the May 20 elections in Venezuela”

http://www.cne.gob.ve
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*

Nino Pagliccia is a frequent contributor to Global Research.
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