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The manufactured “anti-semitism crisis” in the British Labour party rumbles on into new
realms  of  ideological  insanity.  The  witch-hunt  against  commentary  critical  of  Israel  or
Zionism  has  been  in  full  flow,  and  now  an  internal  party  inquiry  led  by  Jan  Royall  has
reached  its  conclusions.

Note that in this report by the Guardian newspaper, it appears to be a given both by Royall
and the Guardian that Ken Livingstone and the others suspended from the party are guilty
of anti-semitism rather than anti-Zionism. I have challenged that assumption in previous
posts, such as here and here. I am therefore going to put quotation marks around the word
“anti-semitism”, at least as used by Royall, because it is far from clear to me that most of
those under investigation have said things that are anti-semitic.

Royall’s  first  conclusion  is  that  there  should  be  no  “statute  of  limitations”  on  “anti-
semitism”. That’s a green light for every right-winger and Blairite to go trawling through
Labour party members’ back catalogue of social media posts in search of anti-Zionist or
anti-Israel utterances. Here’s a simple piece of advice to John Mann and the Blairite brigade:
if you want to simplify your task, examine postings from winter 2008 and summer 2014,
when Israel was killing hundreds of children in Gaza. I suspect you’ll find the “anti-semitism”
you’re looking for in those periods.

Royal also suggests that there may be a need for “more rigorous vetting procedures for
national and local government candidates”. So the Blairites will be further encouraged to
trawl through candidates’ social media postings on Israel in the knowledge that they can
thereby ensure only people like themselves get to stand for election.

Another of Royall’s conclusions is that a membership ban for “anti-semitism” should not be
for life if there is “demonstrable” change by the offender. Re-education camps, anyone?

So members may be allowed back into the Labour party if  they can show that over a
sustained period of time they have disavowed their criticisms of Israel.  Presumably, to
reassure the party that they are not likely to slip back into their former bad ways of thinking,
they will need to enthusiastically embrace Zionism and support an ethnic Jewish state that
oppresses Palestinians in the occupied territories and systematically discriminates against
the fifth of its citizens who are Palestinian.

In  other  words,  these measures  will  have the practical  effect  of  ensuring that  the party  is
reserved for those of a Blairite persuasion.
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There are other disturbing conclusions reached by Royall. She is apparently recommending
that an imminent external inquiry she will also sit on consider whether members should
qualify for investigation simply because “the victim or any other person” has “perceived” a
comment  to  be  anti-semitic.  In  short,  every  Netanyahu-loving  Zionist  may  soon  be
guaranteed the chance to force the suspension of any Labour member who offends them by
criticising Israel.

Royall suggests that the coming inquiry consider “swifter action to deal with antisemitism”,
which  is  surprising  given  that  the  current  suspensions  have  all  been  implemented
summarily.

And she prefers “a review of how online debate is conducted to make it welcoming and
productive”. In other words, Labour members will  be expected not to criticise Israel or
Zionism in case it puts off hardcore Israel supporters.

It is not hard to see where all this is leading, and was designed to lead by the Blairite faction
trying to engineer a coup against leader Jeremy Corbyn. Polls show that Corbyn’s support
has  actually  grown over  the past  year  among ordinary  members,  despite  the endless
character assassination against him.

So the Blairites who dominate the Labour parliamentary caucus are simply re-engineering
the party more to their liking: terrify into submission a new generation of candidates who
have been inspired by Corbyn to enter politics, and through a war of attrition demoralise the
hundreds of thousands of new members who joined the party, in the hope they will leave.

This is self-sabotage on a vast scale. The Blairites (and their cheerleaders in liberal media
like the Guardian) would prefer to destroy the party than help Corbyn and his supporters
mount a credible challenge to the Conservative government. And that insight tells you all
you need to know about the true ideological sympathies of the Blairites, who were so ready
to cosy up to the corporations and the Murdoch media.
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