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Government buses en route to evacuate the sick and injured from two government-held
villages in the province of Idlib were burned by the so-called “moderate opposition” on
December 18.

The villages of Foah and Kefraya are encircled by a coalition of militant groups led by Jabhat
Fatah al-Sham (formerly Jabhat al-Nusra, the Syrian branch of al-Qaeda).

The Aleppo evacuation agreement included the demand to militants to allow people to
evacuate from these villages.

However, all buses sent for this were attacked and torched.

The  so-called  “opposition”  denied   despite  video  and  photo  evidence  confirming  that  its
fighters  were  involved  in  the  crime.  Some  Turkish  media  even  suggested   that   “Shia
militias”  and  “pro-Assad  terrorist  groups”  burned  the  buses.

 
The Syrian army, the National Defense Forces and Hezbollah are putting pressure on an ISIS
force in the area west of Palmyra in the province of Homs.

By December 18, government forces have pushed ISIS units from the areas southwest of
Palmyra and secured the Tyas-Qaryatayn road. This move allowed the Syrian army and its
allies to repel the threat of encirclement of the Tyas Airbase by ISIS forces. On December
19, the army and its allies continued to develop the advance in the directions of Bayt Jarbu
al  Azw  and  Baydah.  Government  forces  allegedly  use  the  Russian-made  heavy  flame-
thrower  system  TOS-1A  “Solntsepyok”  against  ISIS  in  the  area.

ISIS reportedly destroyed 3 battle tanks, 2 vehicles and to damage 4 battle tanks belonging
to the Syrian army. Pro-government sources report that ISIS lost some 4 battle tanks and 10
fighters. Over 50 airstrikes by Syrian and Russian warplanes were reported on December 18.
The US-led coalition’s airpower also delivered some 30 airstrikes against ISIS units in the
area.

Kurdish YPG forces have reached the Tabqa dam reservoir  and encircled ISIS  units  in
Jurniyah,  al  Dybh,  Abdullah  al-Masoud  Hamidi,  Bisrawi,  Abu  Jiddi,  Msheirfet  Eljerniyeh,
Khabat al-Sharafat and nearby areas.
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The Syrian military reportedly issued a nationwide call for military reserves to return to
active duty on December 18. This has been the biggest mobilization effort since the start of
the Syrian war and probably since the Arab–Israeli War in 1973. Some experts suggest that
reservists will serve in security forces formed to maintain stability in the recently liberated
areas as Aleppo and Western Ghouta – the move that SouthFront predicted on December 14
in an analysis of possible developments after the liberation of Aleppo. This will allow to free
significant number of active soldiers for further offensive operations.

If you’re able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t  be  poss ib le  without  your  help:  PayPal :  southfront@l ist . ru  or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front , 2016

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-december-17-2016-syrian-army-calls-tens-of-thousands-of-reserve-soldiers/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-december-17-2016-syrian-army-calls-tens-of-thousands-of-reserve-soldiers/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

