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We must remind our people that over 150 million Africans live throughout the so-called
Americas.  We especially  must  raise this  reality  at  critical  moments like this  when the
corporate media and establishment opinion is legitimizing U.S. gangsterism that could kill
thousands of people in Venezuela. (Black Working Class will Never Abandon Venezuela)

BAP’s support for the people of Venezuela and its project for establishing peace, human
rights and development for its people will not be deterred by the latest attack on that nation
with the flimsy and incredible indictment of Nicolas Maduro by the Trump Administration.

The use of drug and biological warfare against insurgent colonized populations has been a
consistent feature of the U.S./European colonial project since 1492. As an African people in
the United States, we have a long and tortured history of being on the receiving end of U.S.
state’s narco-war against our people as a weapon of counterrevolutionary subversion.

The widespread expansion of heroin that occurred in Black communities during the period of
the U.S. war against Vietnam was documented as having been facilitated by the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and became a convenient weapon as part of the multi  prong
counter-insurgency strategy of  the state against the Black Liberation Movement of  the
1960s and 70s.

In the 80s, the introduction of crack cocaine into our communities was documented by
courageous  journalists  like  Gary  Webb,  who  established  that  there  was  a  relationship
between the various intelligent agencies — once again primarily the CIA — and drug dealers
using Nicaragua as a transit point for drugs into the U.S. The relationship was established in
order to secure revenue for arms purchases to support counterrevolutionaries in Nicaragua,
who were working with the U.S. to overthrow the Sandinista government that came to power
in 1979. Planes would land in the U.S. full of cocaine and leave with arms for delivery back
to Central America, destined for Nicaragua.

Therefore, narco-terrorism is nothing new for our communities. After introducing dangerous
drugs into our communities, the state would then wage a so-called war on drugs. The war on
drugs in the U.S., as the general “war on crime,” was always intended as a weapon to wage
war against the most organized elements of the Black resistance movement, just as the
indictment of President Maduro is being used to undermine the revolutionary process in
Venezuela.
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The charge leveled at the Venezuelan leader might have some semblance of credibility for
some sectors of the U.S. population, and it will be used by the corporate press to further
legitimize the illegal and murderous objectives of U.S. imperialism. However, for BAP we are
quite clear about the real narco and state terrorists.

The bounty placed on Maduro reminds us of the expansion of the bounty placed on the head
of  our  dear  sister  and freedom fighter  Assata  Shakur  and her  addition  as  the  first  woman
ever to the U.S. “most wanted terrorists list” by the Obama Administration.

We were not deterred or confused by that move and we will not be confused by this one
against the people of Venezuela.

Stand in solidarity with the struggling peoples and nations of the world for peace, with
people(s)-centered  human  rights,  and  a  new  vision  of  humanity  beyond  capitalist
exploitation and imperialist domination.
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