Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Lying is “Good For Business”: The Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR) and the Mainstream Media
(MSM) are “Serial Liars”

By Prof Michel Chossudovsky Region: Middle East & North Africa, Russia

Global Research, July 24, 2014 and FSU
Theme: Media Disinformation, US NATO

War Agenda
In-depth Report: PALESTINE, UKRAINE

REPORT

The powerful voices of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) exert a decisive influence on
the formulation of US foreign policy.

The Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) describes itself as “independent and
nonpartisan...[and] an indispensable resource in a complex world.”

Its website at www.cfr.org is heralded as “a trusted, nonpartisan source of timely analysis
on international events and trends.” It’s authoritative Journal Foreign Affairs “is widely
considered to be the most influential magazine for the analysis and debate of foreign policy
and economics.”

Unquestionably the CFR is said to provide a “carefully documented” and “objective”
understanding of World events including the crisis in Ukraine and the crimes committed
against the people of Palestine.

In the latest CFR blurb on Israel’s ground war against Gaza authored by Hussein Ibish, and
posted on the Council’s website, prime minister Netanyahu is said to have a profound
“dislike for military conflict”:

These are some of the CFR highlights concerning Prime Minister Netanyahu: the unspoken
victim of what the author describes as “unpredictable politics”:

Bibi’s First War
Why Benjamin Netanyahu Has Never Liked Military Conflict

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141641/hussein-ibish/bibis-first-war

“Few in Israel seem to love him, but they do regard him as safe and reliable.

His government has been sucked into a major conflict with Hamas and other
extremists in Gaza,

he is at the mercy of events and other actors outside his control.
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With all his caution, Netanyahu has managed during his time in power to avoid
leading the country in a major conflict.

By contrast, the current conflict seems to embody
Netanyahu’s deep aversion to unpredictable politics. It began with the
kidnapping of three Israeli teenagers in the occupied West Bank by militants
that were associated with Hamas but had quite possibly gone rogue.

When their bodies were discovered after 18 days, Netanyahu’'s government
seemed ready to call it a day. He signaled that he wasn’t interested in a major
escalation in Gaza;

Rocket attacks from Gaza increased, and Netanyahu ultimately felt politically
compelled to act, despite evident misgivings from the military.

And so now, for the first time in his career, Netanyahu finds himself presiding
over the chaos of a war that seems very much outside his control.

Hamas has launched countless rockets at Israel, including parts of the country
previously beyond its range,”

Read complete article here:
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141641/hussein-ibish/bibis-first-war

Wow! Authoritative analysis under the auspices of the Council on Foreign Relations:

= No mention of the loss of human life,

= No mention of the destruction of hospitals

= Hamas started the war, Israel has the right to defend itself

» Netanyahu “is at the mercy of events” which are “beyond his control*

» The victims of Israeli war crimes are responsible for their own deaths

» Netanyahu is “safe and reliable”, he is committed to peace, he was “politically
compelled to act”

What Does the MSM have to Say Regarding Israel’s War on Gaza?
It is what you might describe as a MSM-CFR Consensus.

The latest pitch in the Wall Street Journal by an authoritative NYU Law Professor is that
because civilians in Gaza are “supportive of terrorism” they should be held accountable for
their own deaths:

Let’'s state the obvious: No one likes to see dead children. Well, that’s not
completely true: Hamas does. ... With this conflict about to enter its third
week, winning the PR war is the best Hamas can hope to achieve. Their
weapon of choice, however, seems to be the cannon fodder of their own
people...

The asymmetry is complicated even further by the status of these civilians
[victims of Israeli bombing and shelling]. Under such maddening
circumstances, are the adults, in a legal and moral sense, actual civilians?
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The people of Gaza overwhelmingly elected Hamas, a terrorist outfit dedicated
to the destruction of Israel, ...

What did Gazans think was going to happen? Surely they must have
understood on election night that their lives would now be suspended in a
state of utter chaos. Life expectancy would be miserably low; children would
be without a future. Staying alive would be a challenge, if staying alive even
mattered anymore. (Professor Thane Rosenbaum, WS}, July 21, 2014, emphasis
added)

The above odious narrative goes beyond “authoritative” lies and fabrications. While the
deaths of civilians are casually acknowledged, “their right to live” is taken away from them,
because in the words of the illustrious associate professor at NYU, “adult civilians” are
“terrorists” supportive of Hamas and their children are “cannon fodder.” So much for
university scholarship and for “civilian academics” who support US-NATO-Israeli
“humanitarian wars.”

The Council on Foreign Relations and the Downing of Malaysian Airlines MH17

In its coverage of the downing of MH17, the CFR intimates without evidence (in an interview
with Stephen Sestanovich, George F. Kennan Senior Fellow for Russian and Eurasian
Studies) that Moscow is behind the crash of MH17.

“This is not just a case of of somewhat confused and trigger-happy military
people shooting down an airliner that they thought was a military target. The
really awkward part of this for Putin is that he was caught red-handed, stoking
a civil war in another country.

This sweeping and dangerous narrative permeates the MSM, contributing to the breakdown
of international diplomacy.

Abandon the Mainstream Media!

The good and long awaited news, however, is that many people across the land in America
and around the World have decided once and for all to abandon the Mainstream Media

A lot of people have given up reading the “authoritative and unbiased reports” of the CFR
and the MSM. Have a look at the chart below and see what has happened to the Council on
Foreign Relations (CFR) website www.cfr.org:

The CFR versus Global Research
[x]
CFR: Red

Globalresearch.ca Blue

Source: Alexa. Global Research is ranked among the 10,250 most popular websites Worldwide

In the course of the last week, the readership of the CFR has plummeted dramatically.
Meanwhile, the number of Global Research readers has doubled: in the course of the last
five days it has increased to more than 250, 000 a day.
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We call upon our readers to help us sustain this trend and endorse GR’s Battle against the
MSM

This has been a difficult yet rewarding week for all of us at Global Research, our small staff,
our authors -all of whom are volunteers- have been working relentlessly around the clock.
We are in solidarity with the people of Palestine who have lost family members, whose
schools and hospitals have been destroyed on the orders of the Israeli government. We
share the grief of the families of the passengers of MH17 whose lives were taken away in a
politically motivated criminal act.

See GR's Dossier of More than 1500 Articles on Palestine

See GR's Ukraine Report. Archive of More than 400 Articles

ruth is a powerful “weapon” and we are committed to using it. We
call upon everybody to join a widespread movement to disarm the MSM.

The World is at a dangerous crossroad, the US and its allies have launched a military
adventure which threatens the future of humanity. The relentless threats and economic
sanctions directed against Russia, not to mention the massive military deployment of NATO
forces on Russia’s border could lead us into a “World War Ill scenario.”

Let us reverse the tide of war. Peace can only be achieved by dismantling the propaganda
apparatus.

To pursue their military road map, the warmongers desperately need the support of the
MSM.

Without war propaganda, the US-NATO “humanitarian” military agenda would collapse like a
deck of cards. The legitimacy of war criminals in high office would be shattered.

Lying is a money making endeavor, the MSM and the CFR are rolling in cash, their mandate
is to sustain the “Big Lie”, to deny the horrendous crimes committed by Israel in Gaza, to
distort what is happening in Ukraine. CFR authors and MSM pundits are generously
rewarded for spinning the news.

In contrast, Global Research operates on a shoe string budget, all our authors and senior
editors are volunteers.

Truth in media is not a money making proposition. You do not get paid by corporate tax free
foundations to say the truth.

EHeIp us sustain the impetus.

Realities are turned upside down. According to the MSM, war is a humanitarian endeavor.
Killing civilians in Gaza is part of a counter-terrorism operation. The Lie has become the
Truth.
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Support GR’s Battle Against the Mainstream Media which pays lips service to war crimes and
the derogation of civil rights.

We thank our readers for their support.
If you are in a position to make a large donation, this would help tremendously.

HELP GLOBAL RESEARCH REVERSE THE TIDE OF MEDIA DISINFORMATION, DONATE TO
GLOBAL RESEARCH

Michel Chossudovsky, Director of the CRG, Editor of Global Research, July 23, 2014

donations of $400 and more are tax deductible for US residents. Scroll down for details or
click the donation button

To Donate Online Click Here (credit cards, paypal)

Donation by Mail

To send your donation by mail, kindly send your cheque(s) or money order (US, Can, Euro)
made out to “CRG” to the following address:

Centre for Research on Globalization (CRG)
PO Box 55019

11 Notre-Dame Ouest,

MONTREAL, QC, H2Y 4A7

CANADA

Note: US money orders should be “international” payable outside US.
Donation by Fax

To fax in your credit card payment, please click here for fax authorization form, print and
send to +1-514-656-5294.

Tax Deductible Donations by US Residents

Tax Receipts for deductible charitable contributions by US residents can be provided for donations to
Global Research in excess of $400.00 through our fiscal sponsorship program.

If you are a US resident and wish to make a donation of $400 or more, contact us at
crg.online@yahoo.com (please indicate “US Donation” in the subject line) and we will send you the
details. We are much indebted for your support.
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