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Washington-based military think tanks constantly warn of possible attacks by the wicked
North Koreans who have a large arsenal of chemical and biological weapons and missiles to
deliver to North America.

So do Britain, France, Russia, India, Pakistan, China, India and Israel. The US still has a very
large, lethal arsenal of chemical and biological weapons. I recently wrote of how the Reagan
administration  supplied  Iraq  with  feeder  stocks  to  make  anthrax,  Q  Fever  and  other
biowarfare materials for use against Iranians.

And yet we have just seen from the COVID-19 scare how woefully unprepared we were for a
chemical/biological attack despite being world leader in germ and chemical warfare.

As the bodies of COVID-19 victims pile up from New York to New Zealand, politicians are
waging a furious blame game over the pandemic.

At first, President Donald Trump dismissed COVID-19 as a simple cold or flu and, in the best
dictatorial tradition, scared into silence scientists and politicians who disagreed with him for
over a month.

China’s  General  Secretary  Xi  Jinping,  or  high-level  Communist  Party  officials,  may  have
suppressed information about the Wuhan virus for six days before news of the killer virus
was revealed and a common Party response agreed upon.

Covering up bad news is standard procedure in Communist and autocratic regimes. That’s a
major reason why the slow motion collapse of the Soviet Union’s economy went unknown to
the Kremlin until too late.

In Trumpistan, none of the sycophants and yes-men around the president, except for the
admirable Dr. Fauci, dared contradict the Great White Father cum Physician cum Mussolini
in the White House. Anyone who does quickly gets a ‘you’re fired.’

Many of Trump’s evangelical supporters in the Bible Belt view him as a semi-religious figure,
a sort of holy man who can, in the best Old Testament Biblical tradition, stop or even cure
plague and pestilence.  That’s  what  Trump’s  claim to  be able  to  miraculously  end the
Coronavirus plague by Easter was all about.

Next, fearing American voters would blame him for ineptitude and quackery for downplaying
the crisis, Trump sought to lay blame on China and the World Health Organization for the
pandemic.  Flat-earth Midwestern Republicans believe the UN and anything that sounds
international is satanic. This includes the bumbling, overly bureaucratic WHO which has
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indeed been too easy on China as the right-wing Republicans claim.

But  this  is  the  same  UN-directed  outfit  that  played  a  key  role  in  repressing  or  even
eradicating malaria, smallpox, Ebola, river blindness, bilharzia and other dreadful plagues of
Africa and Asia. WHO has also had some success in fighting dengue and tsetse flies.

After studying the timeline of recent events in Wuhan, it appears to me that there was some
confusion among Chinese medical authorities because of the unknown nature of the new
virus. It took them close to a week to evaluate the virus which was at first believed to be a
virulent influenza.

Their confusion was minor compared to the muddled reaction of US political and medical
authorities  and  Trump-supporting  evangelical  groups  who  each  had  their  own  beliefs
(usually mistaken) about the new virus. Trump was very successful at laying blame on China
–  just  as  the lethal  1918 flu epidemic  that  began in  US Army camps and killed  millions  of
people was successfully marketed to the public as the ‘Spanish flu.’

In an effort to come up with a snake-oil cure, Trump told Americans to take the anti-malaria
drugs  Chloroquine  and  Hydroxychloroquine.  French  doctors  warned  these  drugs  could
provoke serious, even lethal heart problems.

They were quite  right.  I  took Chloroquine while  in  the jungle in  southern Africa while
covering  the  fighting  between  South  African  (SADF)  forces  and  East-Bloc  backed  African
Congress forces. I developed a mild but still very scary psychological problem and was sick
as hell. Who wants to be psycho and paranoid in the deepest jungle?

One remarkable factor in this 21st century plague is how successful China appears to be so
far  in  bottling up the COVID plague.  It  may be the Chinese are  fudging the facts  as
Republicans, who never lie, claim.

However, I think the key to China’s success has been the ubiquity of special Communist
Party committees who ruthlessly and successfully managed the epidemic. Every Chinese
factory,  apartment  building,  school  and  organization  has  its  very  own  Party  official  whose
job is to spy and report on every person in their group.

Each member is graded and guided. ‘Good’ Communists received better apartments, school
slots, factory jobs and retirement care based on their grade book. The all-seeing party
knows all, sees all, and can control just about everyone.

That’s how China has so far bested this plague – though of course Trump will try to take the
credit.

*
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