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The spirit of democracy cannot be imposed from without. It has to come from within
–Mahatma Gandhi

The US-NATO invasion of Libya in 2011 to remove Muammar Gaddafi for a government that
would be subservient to Western interests has proven to be a disaster for North Africa and
Europe. They have managed to destroy one of Africa’s wealthiest nations with the highest
GDP per capita and less people living below the poverty line. Libya also had the highest life
expectancy than any other nation in the African continent before the US-NATO invasion
which leads to my next point. There were more than 30,000 deaths, 50,000 injured and
4,000 missing in Libya during the 2011 civil  war that lasted several months. The West
conveniently called it a “humanitarian intervention” for public relations, but the invasion
was a “humanitarian disaster”. Manlio Dinucci’s article ‘The “Humanitarian War” against
Libya: How the West Destroys Countries and Creates “Failed States’which can be found at
Global Research explains the role played by Italy (a member state of NATO) in Libya. He
wrote:

This state, in addition to being a factor of stability and development in North
Africa, had used its investments to facilitate the emergence of organizations
that one day might have made the financial  autonomy of  Africa possible:  the
African  Investment  Bank,  based  in  Tripoli;  the  African  Central  Bank,  with
headquarters in Abuja, Nigeria; the African Monetary Fund, based in Yaoundé,
Cameroon.

After having funded and armed hostile tribal areas in Tripoli, which caused the
“Arab  Spring”  in  Libya  to  assume  from  the  outset  the  form  of  armed
insurrection, and thus provoking the government’s response, they waged a war
that destroyed the Libyan state in 2011: in seven months the U.S./NATO Air
Force carried out 10,000 attack missions, unleashing more than 40,000 bombs
and missiles.

Since  then,  scores  of  people  have  been  killed  due  to  the  ongoing  civil  war  between
government forces, militias and terrorists organizations that is based on sectarian hatred
and for the control of the oil industry. Amnesty International UK (AI) published a report that
explains Libya’s situation titled ‘Rule of the gun: Abductions, torture and other abuses by
militias  in  western  Libya’.  Libya’s  situation  is  now  even  worst  according  to  Amnesty
International’s recent press release:

Militias and armed groups in western Libya are carrying out rampant human
rights  abuses,  including  war  crimes,  according  to  a  new  briefing  today  (30
October)  from Amnesty International.  The 30-page briefing – Rule of  the gun:
Abductions, torture and other abuses by militias in western Libya – shows that
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armed groups have tortured – and probably summarily killed – detainees in
their custody, and have committed a wave of abductions targeting civilians
based on their origins or perceived political allegiance.

Likewise, satellite images released today by Amnesty show that fighters on all
sides  in  the  conflict  have  displayed  an  utter  disregard  for  civilian  lives,
launching  indiscriminate  rocket  and  artillery  fire  into  crowded  civilian
neighbourhoods which has damaged homes, civilian infrastructure and medical
facilities.  Those  responsible  include  members  of  the  Libya  Dawn coalition
(groups from Misratah,  Tripoli  and other towns in western Libya),  and the
Zintan-Warshafana coalition (groups from Zintan and the Warshafana area).
Satellite  images  obtained  by  Amnesty  show  significant  damage  to  civilian
property in the Warshafana region, including at Al-Zahra Hospital which has
come under heavy rocket fire.  The intensive care unit  at Zawiya Hospital  has
also  been struck by a  rocket  which injured ten people,  including doctors,
nurses, patients and visitors.

Since July at least 287,000 people have been internally displaced as a result of
indiscriminate attacks and a fear of being targeted by militias, and a further
100,000 have been forced to flee the country in fear for their lives.

There  are  constant  rocket  and  artillery  shells  being  fired  by  various  militias  and  terrorist
organizations which have resulted in mass civilian casualties.  Libyan infrastructure and
hospitals  have  been  destroyed.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  Libyans  have  been  either
displaced from their homes or forced to migrate to neighboring countries in Northern Africa
and Europe to its north. ‘The Spectator’ a conservative magazine based in London explained
Italy’s immigration crisis concerning what they call  “Libya’s boat people”  after a tragic
accident that resulted in the deaths of more than 366 people who were desperate to reach
Europe’s shores:

The decision to open the floodgates came in a moment of national moral panic
after 366 people drowned in a single boat which caught fire and sank a stone’s
throw from an idyllic beach on the island of Lampedusa, an exclusive resort
favoured by the right-on rich. The dead included a mother who had given birth
during the voyage and was still attached to her newborn child when divers
found their bodies trapped inside the sunken vessel.

The policy change, driven by a perverted mix of human decency and political
correctness, was pure folly: it has acted as a green light to wannabe boat
people everywhere, whose numbers soar as the chaos in Africa and the Middle
East escalates. The result is an exodus of biblical proportions out of Africa into
Italy. So far this year, more than 100,000 boat people have arrived in Italy —
two thirds of them brought ashore by the Italian navy. That is more than
double  the  number  who  arrived  in  2011,  the  previous  record  year.  It  is
estimated that the total by the end of 2014 will surpass 200,000. So far this
year Italy has deported only 10,000.

The  Spectator  states  that  “numbers  soar  as  the  chaos  in  Africa  and the  Middle  East
escalates.” Yes, that is true. It is also true that Libya and other African and Middle Eastern
nations  that  suffer  from  the  chaos  imposed  by  the  same  Western  nations  that  preach
Democracy.  The  US  and  European  style  of  Democracy  by  force  is  not  a  Democracy.
Democracy has to be a grassroots effort, a natural process that is not imposed by a foreign
government or entity. The American and European notion of “Bringing Democracy” to the
world is an Imperial agenda. Let’s look at a number of examples since the September 11th
attacks when President George W. Bush was President, starting with Afghanistan and Iraq,
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now both countries are in total chaos with numerous militias and terrorists organization
battling each other along sectarian lines and for political  power.  New and old terrorist
organizations now have expanded throughout Africa and the Middle East such as Boko-
Haram  (Nigeria),  Al-Shabaab  (Somalia  and  Ethiopia)  and  the  Lord’s  Resistance  Army
(Uganda) and the Islamic state of Iraq and Syria (ISIS or ISIL), Al-Nusra, Al-Qaeda and the so-
called Khorasan (supposedly made up of former Al-Qaeda members) in the Middle East plus
any new organization that arises out of the ashes of war. Let’s not forget that the Military-
Industrial Complex has made enormous profits from both wars in Afghanistan and Iraq and
on the “War on Terror.” Africa is the future for the US-NATO war industry starting with Libya.
However,  the Amnesty  International  report  paints  a  very  disturbing picture  concerning
innocent civilians caught in the crossfire:

Scores of civilians have been abducted by armed groups in Tripoli, Zawiya,
Warshafana and towns in the Nafusa Mountains, with numerous people held
hostage for up to two months in a spate of tit-for-tat attacks based on their
town  of  origin  or  perceived  political  affiliation.  In  some  cases  civilians  have
been abducted as bargaining chips in order to secure prisoner exchanges.
While several such exchanges have taken place since the start of the conflict
on 13 July, abductions and other reprisals have continued.

Tripoli residents originally from Zintan told Amnesty that Libya Dawn militias
have carried out door-to-door “manhunts” to seize people based on their tribal
affiliation  or  presumed  political  allegiance.  Militias  have  also  carried  out
extensive raids against civilian homes, looting and destroying property, and
setting homes and farms ablaze in the area of Warshafana.

Libya’s invasion by the West was not for democratic purposes, it was for its oil reserves.
They  also  wanted  to  remove  Gaddafi  from  power  because  he  was  in  the  early  stages  of
creating a gold dinar for trade, not only for Libya but all of Africa. It was a threat to the
petrodollar. King World News interviewed multi-billionaire Hugo Salinas Price of Mexico in
2011 and said:

The central bank is definitely afraid of doing anything that is not being done by
all of the other central banks. They feel they are part of a brotherhood and
they can’t betray the rest. They don’t want to present a currency that would be
viewed as out of line, that’s the way they think. It’s a sad thing but this is the
mentality.

Thinking  about  it  a  little  bit  more,  what  happened  to  Mr.  Gaddafi,  many
speculate the real reason he was ousted was that he was planning an all-
African currency for conducting trade. The same thing happened to him that
happened  to  Saddam because  the  US  doesn’t  want  any  solid  competing
currency  out  there  vs  the  dollar.  You  know Gaddafi  was  talking  about  a  gold
dinar.

Libya  is  a  nation  in  chaos  because  of  the  Western  powers  and  their  “humanitarian
intervention” policies which was designed to expand their footprint on African territory. The
US, UK and France were the main powers that instigated Gaddafi’s removal. Libya was not
perfect,  but  it  sure  was  a  lot  better  than  most  African  nations  who  are  under  a  financial
dictatorship imposed by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.  Since
then, Libya has become a haven for terrorists who commit human rights abuses on a grand
scale. When President Barack Obama announced that the US and its NATO Allies will launch
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military strikes against Libya to protect its civilians was a lie. Obama began his speech by
acknowledging that he had already authorized U.S. and NATO forces to invade Libya to
protect civilians:

Good afternoon, everybody. Today I authorized the armed forces of the United
States to begin a limited military action in Libya in support of an international
effort to protect Libyan civilians. That action has now begun.

In  this  effort,  the  United  States  is  acting  with  a  broad  coalition  that  is
committed to enforcing United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973, which
calls for the protection of the Libyan people.

U.S. and NATO’s intervention in Libya has made life for ordinary citizens a living hell. If this
is Western-style Democracy then who in their right state of mind would welcome it? I believe
that most nations in Africa and the Middle East would pass on Western-imposed Democracy
because it would only lead to a political crisis with the possibility of war following in its
footsteps. The aftermath of Iraq and Syria is a perfect example of what happened after
Washington and its NATO allies decided to intervene, whether by military force or by simply
financing opposition groups to overthrow their government for the sake of Democracy, but
that  resulted  in  unintended  consequences.  However,  the  unintended  consequences  of
invading  Libya  have  benefited  big  oil  corporations,  the  petrodollar  and  the  US-NATO
militaries  by  expanding  their  bases  into  Africa  to  fight  terrorism.

Then again, it is appropriate to ask ourselves, Cui Bono?
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