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Lawyer’s Letter to “Save the Children” (STC):
Rescind the “Global Legacy Award” to Alleged War
Criminal Tony Blair

By Global Research News
Global Research, December 07, 2014

Global Research Editor’s Note

The granting of the Global Legacy Award by Save the Children (STC) to an alleged war
criminal has broad and complex legal implications which must be addressed. 

Below is the text of the lawyer’s letter (December 5, 2014) sent out by COMAR LAW, San
Francisco (California) to Save the Children (STC) on behalf of Felicity Arbuthnot, author and
veteran war correspondent in Iraq, Prof. Michel Chossudovsky, Director of the Centre for
Research on Globalization (CRG) and Denis J. Halliday, former Assistant Secretary General of
the United Nations.  

The lawyer’s letter demands that the Global Legacy Award to former Prime Minister Tony
Blair be rescinded.

 “The lawyer’s letter will help put pressure on Save the Children to reconsider the award,”
said Miranda Pinch, the sponsor of a petition at 38degrees.org.uk.

The petition has gathered over 120,000 signatures.   We invite our readers to sign the
petition to rescind the Global Legacy Award to Tony Blair

An internal Save the Children staff letter considers the award to Tony Blair as ” a betrayal to
Save the Children’s founding principles and values.” 

*      *      *

Link: Text of Letter on Comar Law website (pdf)

D. Inder Comar

901 Mission Street, Suite 105
San Francisco, California 94103

t: +1.415.562.6790
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December 5, 2014
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VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

Jasmine Whitbread
Executive Director
Save the Children International St Vincent House
30 Orange Street
London, WC2H 7HH
United Kingdom

Carolyn Miles
Executive Director
Save the Children Federation, Inc.
501 Kings Hwy E, Fairfield, CT 06825 United States of America

Justin Forsyth Executive Director Save the Children UK 1 St John’s Lane London, EC1M 4AR
United Kingdom

Dear Save the Children:

My office writes on behalf of Felicity Arbuthnot, Michel Chossudovsky and Denis Halliday in
response to the Global Legacy Award (the “Award”) given by Save the Children to former
Prime Minister Tony Blair on November 19, 2014, formally requesting that Save the Children
rescind the Award forthwith. Due to public debate on this issue, we intend to make this
letter public.

Save  the  Children’s  notable  legacy  as  a  defender  of  children,  internationally,  has  suffered
unquestionable damage – perhaps permanent damage – as a result of the Award to Mr.
Blair, and we write to request that Save the Children immediately rescind it. Failure to do so
would place Save the Children in the unfortunate and even tragic position of honoring an
individual  who  has  been  personally  responsible  for  the  intentional  deaths  of  tens  of
thousands of children in the Middle East and the continued suffering of thousands more.

As you may be aware, in March 2003, Mr. Blair, while Prime Minister, likely participated with
several high-ranking United States leaders in committing the crime of aggression against
Iraq. The crime of aggression is the “supreme international crime,” as declared by the
Nuremberg Tribunal in 1946. In addition to being prohibited by international law, the crime
of aggression is a crime also defined by the International Criminal Court in the Hague, over
which it may have the opportunity to exercise jurisdiction in the coming years. “Resort to a
war  of  aggression  is  not  merely  illegal,  but  is  criminal.”  United  States  v.  Hermann
Goering, et al., 41 AM. J. INT’L L. 172, 186, 218-220 (1946); see also Charter Int’l Military
Tribunal, art. 6(a), Aug. 8, 1945, 59 Stat. 1546, 82 U.N.T.S. 279.

As  you  may  also  be  aware,  in  2004,  Secretary  General  Kofi  Annan  declared  the  Iraq  War
illegal and in contravention of the United Nations Charter.1

In 2006, a former prosecutor at the Nuremberg Trials, Benjamin Ferencz, stated that the
Iraq War was a “clear breach of law.”2 “There’s no such thing as a war without atrocities,
but war-making is the biggest atrocity of law.”
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In 2010, a Dutch inquiry concluded that the Iraq War had no basis in international law.3

In 2010, Hans Blix, the former chief weapons inspector for the United Nations, stated that it
was his “firm view” that the Iraq War was illegal.4

In 2012, judges empanelled before the Kuala Lumpur War Crimes Tribunal, an independent
commission headed by former judges and involving input from several international law
scholars, concluded that a prima facie case existed that Mr. Blair committed the crime of
aggression against Iraq. The tribunal reported its findings to the International Criminal Court
in the Hague and entered the name of Mr. Blair in its “Register of War Criminals.”

Also writing in 2012, Archbishop Desmond Tutu summarized that the “immoral” invasion,
“premised on a lie,” has “destabilized and polarised the world to a greater extent than any
other  conflict  in  history,”  and  questioned  why  Mr.  Blair  was  not  “made  to  answer”  for  his
actions in the Hague.5

In 2013, an Iraqi woman filed a lawsuit in the Northern District of California alleging that US
officials  committed aggression in  planning and executing the Iraq War.  The case,  Saleh v.
Bush, et al. (N.D. Cal. Mar. 13, 2013, C 13 1124 JST), is currently awaiting the decision on
amotion to dismiss brought by the United States government.

In May 2014, former Prime Minister John Major urged Mr. Blair to seek publication of all his
pre-war communications concerning the Iraq War. To this day, the Iraq War Inquiry headed
by Sir John Chilcot has been forced to negotiate as to what communications it can and
cannot release in its report.6

In light of  Save the Children’s purported mandate to assist  children around the world,
particularly  in  poor  countries,  what  justifies  providing  this  Award  to  an  individual  who  is
directly responsible for an almost certainly illegal war – amounting to the “supreme crime”
under  international  law  –  and  the  direct  and  indirect  cause  of  the  suffering  of  millions  of
Iraqis and their  children? We wonder:  was there any consideration to the potential  for
threats against Save the Children staff and families now living in Iraq or in other countries in
the Middle East, where today there is a humanitarian catastrophe that is a direct result of
the 2003 Iraq War and subsequent occupation? Was there any consideration to the optics of
giving this Award to Mr. Blair in light of the fact that many of Save the Children’s current
management – including Jonathan Forsyth, Jonathan Powell, Sam Sharpe and Fergus Drake –
have intimate ties with Mr. Blair and his government? Was there any consideration to the
moral paradox of providing this Award to a person whose destitute victims are concurrently
succored by Save the Children staff?

We are certainly not alone in asking these questions. As of this writing, close to 120,000
people have signed a petition asking for Save the Children to rescind the Award to Mr.
Blair.7

Please confirm that Save the Children will rescind the Global Legacy Award forthwith.

 

Very truly yours,
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D. Inder Comar, Esq. of COMAR LAW

cc: Miranda Pinch (Petition)

Krista Armstrong (Media, Save the Children)

Foreign Affairs Committee of House of Commons

The Iraq Inquiry

UNICEF
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