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Kurds in Northern Syria are expected to declare a federal system in Syria, with the areas
they have seized in the northern part of the country acting as an autonomous zone. The
announcement is expected to come in a matter of hours according to media sources on the
ground in the Kurdish-controlled areas. According to these reports, a conference to declare
the federation of three Kurdish entities in Syria will take place in Rmelan.
Kurdish journalist, Barzan Iso, conﬁrmed the rumors to RT when he reported that
“Now the conference has just started in Rmelan, about 200 representatives of
Rojava have joined [the event]. They represent diﬀerent ethnicities and
nationalities. There are Kurds, Arabs, Assyrians, Syriacs, Turkomans,
Armenians, Circassians and Chechen. Also we have representatives from the
Syrian democratic forces, YPG, women defense units. This conference is
supposed to announce a federation as a political project for Rojava region in
northern Syria.”
The “new project” would replace the currently autonomous zone of Rojava by formally
creating a Federation of Northern Syria incorporating the 250 miles of Kurdish-held territory
along the Syria-Turkey border with the section of the northwestern border near the Afrin
area. At least, this is the plan as relayed by Idris Nassan, an oﬃcial working in the Foreign
Aﬀairs Directorate of Kobane (Ayn al-Arab). The new system would entail “widening the
framework of self-administration which the Kurds and others have formed,” he said.
Rojova only received a degree of autonomy in 2013, when Syrian forces were overwhelmed
by Western-backed terrorists and were forced to abandon much of the territory now
occupied by Kurdish militias such as the YPG and others. In place of the SAA, the NDF and
other Syrian patriot militias, as well as Kurdish forces, remained and fought terrorists
gallantly to the point of securing large swaths of border territory.
Before 2013, Rojova was never an autonomous region nor was there a separate Kurdish
entity in Syria. After all, the “Kurdish” areas are occupied by many more religions and
ethnicities than Kurds, including Syrian Arabs, Assyrians, and Turkmen. In January 2014,
however, the PYD (Democratic Union Party) declared all three “Rojovan” cantons
autonomous. This included Afrin, Kobane, and Jazira. The Rojova “interim Constitution,”
known as the Charter of the Social Contract, came immediately after. The charter called for
the peaceful coexistence of all religious and ethnic groups residing under its jurisdiction and
reaﬃrmed that Rojova would remain part of Syria.
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Still, the representative of the PYD party in Moscow, Abd Salam Ali, told RIA Novosti that
“Within days, probably today, self-governing [bodies] of three Kurdish cantons in Syria’s
north will declare a federation.” But Ali pointed out that autonomy did not mean separation
from Syria, merely the establishment of a looser centralized governing system and the
“federalization” of the Kurdish area. He said that the new “Kurdistan” will remain part of
Syria.
Turkey, of course, opposes the move fearing both that the Syrian Kurds will begin to
represent a signiﬁcant threat on its borders and that, more importantly, the Syrian Kurds will
unite with the Turkish Kurds and begin to wrest territory from Turkey itself. Ironically, the
Kurdish announcement resulted in Turkey laughably suggesting that it “supports Syria’s
national unity and territorial integrity.” Indeed, if Turkey has ﬁnally come around to
supporting Syria’s national sovereignty, it is a revelation had by Turkish leaders only hours
ago.
Aside from the ridiculous claim that Turkey respects Syria’s territorial integrity, the Turks
reiterated their position that any “administrative restructure” must come via the adoption of
a “new constitution” for Syria.
The legitimate Syrian government is also rejecting any federation plans for obvious reasons.
Bashar Jaafari, head of the Syrian government delegation at the United Nations’ Geneva
talks, was quoted as stating that “Drawing any lines between Syrians would be a great
mistake.” He also pointed out that Syrian Kurds are an important part of the Syrian people.
It should be noted that the Kurdish move comes as it becomes clear that the Kurds will not
be included in the Geneva talks. While Turkey is obviously pleased at the exclusion of the
Kurds, the Russians have repeatedly contended that they should be involved in the process.
Even Staﬀan de Mistrua, the UN Envoy to Syria, has agreed that the Kurds should be
included.
Rodi Osman, head of the Syrian Kurdistan Oﬃce in Moscow, implied that the declaration of
the federalized Kurdish territory may have been a response to having been excluded from
the peace talks. He stated to RIA Novosti:
The second round of inter-Syrian talks is underway in Geneva, but Syrian Kurds
were not invited. It means that the future of Syria and its society is decided
without Kurds. In fact, we are pushed back into a conservative, old-fashioned
system which does not ﬁt well with us. In light of this, we see only one solution
which is to declare the creation of [Kurdish] federation. It will serve the
interests of the Kurds, but also those of Arabs, Turks, Assyrians, Chechens and
Turkomans – all parts of Syria’s multinational society. Given the complicated
situation in Syria, we would become an example of a system that may resolve
the Syrian crisis.
Syrian Representative to the United Nations, Bashar Jaafari stated that the talks should not
have begun with the “absence of half or two thirds of all the opposition” since doing so has
left the talks “very weak.”
Kurdish exclusion from political negotiations, however, is not the only possibility as to why
the Kurdish federalism has been announced, since the idea is the very concept proposed by
the United States only weeks ago.
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