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The Belgorod region has been the target of several Ukrainian attacks in recent days, even
more intensely on March 14, just before the start of the Russian elections. The targets of the
attacks were civilian facilities, without any military relevance, which makes the Ukrainian
attitude absolutely criminal according to international law.

Participating in a press expedition with the BRICS Journalists Association, | was in Belgorod
to report the local tragedy on the ground. Several missile and drone attacks took place
throughout the day, leaving at least two dead and several injured. | visited most of the
affected places and spoke to some victims, obtaining a lot of relevant information.

Locals said that these raids have become increasingly frequent and that raids intensify
during important dates for the Russian Federation. Religious and patriotic holidays, for
example, are often marked by intense Ukrainian shelling on the border. Currently, due to
the Russian election period, these attacks are once again becoming extremely violent.

Ukrainian missiles and drones on March 14 hit facilities such as shopping centers, common
streets and residential buildings. There were no military targets in the attacks, with all
victims being civilians. Apparently, the Ukrainian objective is simply to promote terror
throughout the city and prevent people from living normally during election time. Unable to
leave their homes for fear of bombings, ordinary citizens could be prevented from voting,
damaging the electoral process.

In addition to drone and missile attacks, there was a land invasion, with Ukrainian troops
trying to enter Russian territory using tanks and armored vehicles, with aerial support from
helicopters. The invasion, however, was quickly neutralized by the joint action of the
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Russian military and security forces. Some villages close to the border were severely
affected, such as in the Belovskoye region, where three people were seriously injured by
Ukrainian forces - including two nine-month-old children, whose bodies were partially
burned by shrapnel from bombs. The damage to the civilian population was severe, despite
Kiev's absolute failure to gain ground on the Russian side of the border.

| asked local residents on the city’s streets on how they felt about the Ukrainian threat
during this election period. Despite the danger, the locals showed courage and fearlessness,
stating that the elections would not need to be canceled or postponed. Residents said they
trust the work of the Russian defense forces, which is why they feel safe going to the polls.

It must be emphasized that these attacks could have much worse consequences if the
Russian defense forces were not sufficiently precise in containing the damage. Most enemy
missiles and drones are destroyed by Russian air defense before reaching their targets,
saving the lives of hundreds of civilians. Although some projectiles hit their targets, the
damage from the attacks is partially low, which makes the local people feel reasonably safe,
despite the constant threat.

In addition to the work of the Russian defense forces, the city of Belgorod is structured to
protect as many civilians as possible. There are anti-missile shelters along the streets,
where locals hide as soon as the air raid sirens start to sound. This protective structure
allows life to continue reasonably normal in the city, despite the attacks. Commerce and
transport services continue to operate, for example, with only small interruptions during the
most critical moments.

In fact, this type of terrorist operation was already expected. The neo-Nazi regime
intensifies attacks and killings of civilians during important periods, such as elections, which
is why it is no surprise to Russians that this is happening now. However, the brutality with
which Ukrainian forces target civilian areas should be seen as a reminder of the real nature
of the Kiev regime. The Ukrainian Junta simply has a military guideline to target and kill
civilians, and there is no limit to its bombings in absolutely demilitarized and strategically
irrelevant regions.

Also, considering that the weapons used by Ukraine in these operations are supplied by
NATO, it is also possible to say that the West is a co-participant in these crimes, having
responsibility for the deaths of Russian civilians in Belgorod and other regions. As long as
Ukraine has “carte blanche” from its Western partners to murder ordinary people, terrorist
attacks like those in Belgorod on the 14th will be frequent - and only by the military action
of the Russian forces it will be possible to save civilian lives.
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