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Kerry issues War Threat over Korea
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World Socialist Web Site

Region: Asia
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: NORTH KOREA

US Secretary of State John Kerry arrived in the South Korean capital, Seoul, yesterday on the
first leg of a three-nation East Asian tour dominated by escalating US threats against North
Korea over its nuclear program. Kerry arrives for talks today in China and is traveling on to
Japan tomorrow.

In Seoul, Kerry reiterated that the United States and its allies will not tolerate any nuclear
program in North Korea, which is thought to currently have a few crude nuclear bombs. He
said, “We are all united in the fact that North Korea will not be accepted as a nuclear power.
The rhetoric that we’re hearing from North Korea is simply unacceptable by any standard.”

Kerry did not spell out how Washington plans to halt North Korea’s nuclear program and
force the North Korean regime in Pyongyang to give up the weapons it has developed.

Over the last several weeks, however, Washington has signaled its readiness for nuclear
war.  It  has  repeatedly  flown nuclear-capable  B-52  and  B-2  stealth  bombers  to  the  Korean
peninsula  for  military  exercises.  At  the  same time,  it  has  deployed  additional  missile
batteries and warships to the region.

Kerry  ominously  implied  that  in  case  of  conflict,  the  United  States  would  respond  with
overwhelming force against North Korea, which is utterly outclassed militarily. He said, “Kim
Jong-un needs to understand, as he probably does, what the outcome of the conflict would
be.”

Kerry also warned against North Korea carrying out missile tests, as Pyongyang had said it
might do on April 10. The deadline passed without Pyongyang launching a missile, however.

Kerry said, “If [North Korean President] Kim Jong Un decides to launch a missile, whether it’s
across the Sea of Japan or some other direction, he will be choosing willfully to ignore the
entire international community. It is a huge mistake for him to choose to do that, because it
would further isolate his country and isolate his people, who are frankly desperate for food,
not missiles.”

Kerry  reiterated  US  demands  that  China  pressure  Pyongyang  to  abandon  its  nuclear
program, saying, “China has an enormous ability to make a difference here.”

This was apparently a reference to China’s ability to starve Pyongyang into submission, by
cutting  off  critical  fuel  and  food  supplies  to  Pyongyang,  which  relies  on  Beijing  as  its  sole
regional protector.

Kerry also repeated denials from the Pentagon and US Director of National Intelligence
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James Clapper of a report from the Defense Intelligence Agency, which claimed that North
Korea had developed the ability to deliver nuclear weapons via ballistic missiles. Kerry noted
that there was no evidence that Pyongyang had miniaturized a warhead and was in a
position to launch a nuclear missile at the United States.

Any serious examination of Kerry’s comments refutes the hysterical presentation of the
North Korean crisis in the Western media, which cite Pyongyang’s threatening rhetoric as
evidence that North Korea poses a clear and present danger to the United States.

In fact, North Korea is a desperately poor country of 23 million people, whose economy has
disintegrated over the last two decades. It was devastated by the cut-off of Soviet supplies
of energy and industrial parts, notably for North Korea’s agricultural machinery, after the
collapse of the USSR in 1991.

A 2010 report in the British Telegraph by a journalist who traveled to the country noted,
“North Korea is not an underdeveloped country; it is a country that has fallen out of the
developed world.  You can see the evidence of  what  has been lost  dangling overhead
alongside any major road: the skeletal wires of the rusted electrical grid that once covered
the entire country.”

Vindictive US sanctions imposed on North Korea have compounded the devastation. Amid
chronic  famine and drug shortages,  North Korea faces raging epidemics of  multi-drug-
resistant tuberculosis and of severe malnutrition. According to the UN, one third of North
Korean children under age five show signs of stunting.

The North Korean regime, facing constant threats from Washington, has developed nuclear
weapons as bargaining chips in its dealings with the US, also apparently calculating that
they might deter a US war for regime change, like those in Iraq and Libya.

North Korea’s nuclear weapons are, in the final analysis, comparatively minor factors in the
regional military situation, which is dominated by the US confrontation with China. While
Pyongyang has clearly had nuclear weapons capabilities since it  first carried out a nuclear
test in 2006, Washington only began to threaten war over the issue since last year’s so-
called “pivot to Asia,” aimed at containing China.

This offensive aims not only to intimidate China into not using its financial leverage against
US policy—Beijing holds over $1 trillion in US government debt—but also to whip Beijing into
line  with  US  imperialist  interests,  notably  in  the  Middle  East.  China  has  blocked  UN
resolutions aiming to legitimize a direct US intervention in the US-led proxy war in Syria.
Beijing also opposes US plans for war with Iran.

Significantly,  Kerry arrived at the first stop in his Asian tour fresh from diplomatic visits to
Turkey on April 6, the Israeli and Palestinian governments on April 7-9, and the two-day G-8
foreign  ministers’  summit  in  London.  In  these  meetings,  according  to  the  State
Department’s web site, he discussed “regional and transnational topics,” including “the
crisis in Syria and regional peace and security.”

As Washington intensifies its campaign against Pyongyang, it is simultaneously threatening
Iran—also ostensibly with the aim of halting that country’s nuclear program, which Iran
insists  is  for  peaceful  purposes.  Washington  slapped  financial  penalties  Thursday  on  a
Malaysian  bank,  the  First  Islamic  Investment  bank,  for  financing  Iranian  trade.
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The US campaigns against North Korea and Iran are based on political lies, in particular the
claim that these countries pose imminent danger of nuclear war. In fact, the main danger of
nuclear war arises from the United States, which has threatened pre-emptive use of nuclear
weapons  against  any  government  that  seeks  to  develop  nuclear  weapons  without  US
approval.

As then-US Defense Secretary Robert Gates declared in 2008, “We must have a deterrent
capacity that makes it clear that challenging the US in the nuclear arena—or with other
weapons of mass destruction—could result in an overwhelming, catastrophic response.”
(See  also:  US  defense  secretary  expands  pre-emptive  war  doctrine  to  include  nuclear
strikes.)

American  imperialism  is  escalating  these  conflicts  in  defiance  of  deep-seated  antiwar
sentiment in the American working class, which it intends to make pay for the US military
build-up.

While Washington plans to spend $352 billion over the next 10 years to modernize its
strategic nuclear arsenal, according to a report by the Stimson Center, the White House is
proposing $400 billion in Medicare cuts over the same period.
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