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“Why is Canada transferring Russian or Iraqi knock-offs of Russian machine guns with
silencers to somewhere in Iraq from outside Iraq? It makes you wonder...Why weren’t they
using Canadian-made automatic weapons? They’re using Russian-made ones! Is that so that
the Russians are going to then be accused of putting these weapons in the hands of certain
people?” -Richard Sanders (from this week’s interview)
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Less than a day after being elected to power, newly minted Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced to the U.S. President that he would be withdrawing from the war theatre
against the militant group ISIL in Iraq and Syria. [1]This move was consistent with an
election promise, and in fact messaging he has relayed for over a year. [2][3]

Trudeau had vowed instead to focus contributions to the international effort on “training of
local forces (in Iraq), while providing more humanitarian support and immediately
welcoming 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada.” [4]

During the recently concluded election campaign, Trudeau also pledged to cancel the
purchase of the 65 Lockheed Martin F-35 fighter bombers his predecessor had committed to
in principle. Instead the Liberal leader would commit to a process for replacement of
existing CF-18s that was “open and transparent” and would “exclude requirements that do
not reflect Canada’s interests, such as first-strike stealth capabilities.” [5]

Harper for his part scorned the Liberal policy, mostly citing economic arguments and calling
Trudeau’s stance “incomprehensible.”[6]

Do these departures from the previous Harper government’s agenda represent a
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fundamental change in Canada’s foreign and military policies?

Not according to long-time anti-war activist and researcher Richard Sanders. Sanders has
long believed that the Canadian government’s involvement in the international arms trade
and fueling of wars around the globe has been fairly consistent across party lines. [7][8]

In a feature length interview for this week’s Global Research News Hour, Sanders takes a
deeper look at Canada’s role in militarism and military profiteering. He discusses the
contract to sell armoured vehicles to human rights scofflaw Saudi Arabia, and the recent
discovery of Russian-made arms being shipped illegally by Canada to the Kurds. He
addresses the parties’ disappointing commitment to maintaining or increasing military
spending, even among the supposedly progressive NDP and Green parties. He talks about
how the decade old election-financing law may have strengthened the influence of military
companies like Lockheed Martin and General Dynamics in Ottawa. And he proposes a theory
as to why the anti-war movements in Canada and around the world have proven to be such
a dismal failure when it comes to confronting the increasing militarization of foreign policy.

Richard Sanders is the coordinator of the Ottawa-based Coalition Opposed to the Arms
Trade, and editor of its magazine, Press For Conversion. For more information
visit http://coat.ncf.ca
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg.
The programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca .

The show can be heard on the Progressive Radio Network at prn.fm. Listen in every Monday
at 3pm ET.

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:
CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C - Thursdays at 1pm PT

Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS during the Truth and Justice Radio
Programming slot -Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario -1 Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater

Vancouver, from Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister,
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Coquitlam, Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia Canada. -
Tune in every Saturday at 6am.
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