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June 8, 1967: USS Liberty attacked by Israel in
international waters
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A deadly Israeli attack on a US ship — an incident largely kept in the dark by Washington —
receives new attention with survivors reliving the painful memory.

USS  Liberty  survivors  gathered  in  Washington  on  Monday  to  commemorate  the  42nd
anniversary  of  the  incident  and  expound  on  how  they  were  sprayed  with  bullets  by
America’s “closest ally and beneficiary”.

On June 8, 1967, the unarmed spy ship USS Liberty was on duty in international waters off
the Sinai Peninsula when it was bombarded by Israeli fighter jets and torpedo boats.

The two-hour-long attacks killed at least 34 sailors, wounded 173 others and nearly sunk the
ship.

The attack on the Liberty came at a time when Israel had engaged in a brief but intense war
with Egypt and its Arab allies, which coincided with the US war on Vietnam.

Although the ship was clearly marked as an American vessel, Israelis declared the attack on
Liberty as a simple case of “friendly fire” and “mistaken identity”.

Despite  overwhelming  evidence  to  the  contrary,  former  US  president  Lyndon  Johnson
accepted the Israeli claim and cancelled all investigations into the incident.

“It was a case of mistaken identity …I do not care if every man drowned and the ship sank,
we will not embarrass an ally,” Johnson had told his opponents who demanded an open
congressional hearing to address the Israeli claim.

USS Liberty survivor Rick Almett, however, begged to differ.

“There was a conspiracy between our government and Israel. So that’s the reason why they
didn’t pursue it and why the investigations were covered up because of the alliance of Israel
and the United States,” Almetti told Press TV.

In a separate interview with Press TV, Jim Smith — another surviving member of the USS
Liberty crew — said the incident was “an intentional act by Israel to sink the ship with all
hands and no survivors”.

While there are many conspiracy theories as to why Israel attacked a ship of its top ally,
Earnie Gallo — who heads the USS Liberty Veterans Associations — told Press TV that the
attack was in fact designed to pave the way for an Israeli military incursion into the Golan
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Heights.

In 2003, an independent committee comprised of retired high-ranking military officers and a
former US ambassador to the Middle East joined forces to investigate the Liberty attack and
the subsequent cover-up.

Their pleas for an investigation, however, have fallen on deaf ears in the Congress as it
continues to ignore the facts presented on the Liberty attack.

Former  US  military  and  political  officials  said  they  had  been ordered  to  put  the  lid  on  the
controversy surrounding the USS Liberty attack. “We were never to speak of it and we were
to caution everyone else involved that they could never speak of it again,” said former court
Adm. Isaac C. Kidd.

The original source of this article is Press TV
Copyright © Global Research, Press TV, 2009

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.presstv.ir/default.aspx
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://www.presstv.ir/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

