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Journalist Attempts Citizen’s Arrest of Blair in EU
Parliament

By Leigh Phillips
Global Research, March 23, 2010
Euobserver 23 March 2010

Theme: Crimes against Humanity, Law and
Justice

In-depth Report: IRAQ REPORT

Brussels – A Brussels reporter attempted to place Tony Blair under a citizen’s arrest on
Monday (22 March) for his role in the invasion of Iraq, during a visit by the former UK prime
minister to the European Parliament for a hearing on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

On the seventh anniversary of the invasion almost to the day, late afternoon, David Cronin,
an Irish journalist with the Inter Press Service news agency and a regular writer on European
Union affairs for The Guardian, the British centre-left daily, approached Mr Blair, as he was
due to discuss with MEPs his current work as a Middle East special envoy…

Speaking to  EUobserver  after  the event,  Mr  Cronin  said  he had been inspired by the
attempts to arrest Zimbabwean leader Robert Mugabe by UK human rights activist Peter
Tatchell in London in 1999 and in Brussels in 2001. The campaign launched in January by
Guardian columnist George Monbiot to repeat the attempt on Mr Blair also featured in his
thinking.
“My motivation in trying to arrest Blair is entirely based on my contempt for the crimes he
has committed and abetted in Iraq, Afghanistan, Palestine, Lebanon and Serbia,” he told this
website…

“Mr Cronin said that if found to be eligible for the bounty, he would prefer that the money go
to a Palestinian human rights charity in the Gaza Strip.”
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