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Jamal Khashoggi Murder: What More Would It Take
for the UK to End Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia?
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The Saudi regime has admitted that journalist Jamal Khashoggi was  killed in the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul. Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir has claimed that the murder was a
“tremendous  mistake.”  One  member  of  the  15-man  team  suspected  to  have  killed
Khashoggi was dressed up in his clothes and captured on surveillance cameras around
Istanbul on the day of the murder.

Since March 2015, Saudi forces have waged a terrible war on Yemen. This has created what
the UN has called the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. Last week  the UN reported
that Yemen is on the verge of the world’s worst famine for 100 years.

UK government statistics show that since the bombing of Yemen began in 2015, the UK has
licensed £4.7 billion worth of arms to Saudi Arabia, including:

£2.7 billion worth of ML10 licenses (Aircraft, helicopters, drones)
£1.9 billion worth of ML4 licenses (Grenades, bombs, missiles, countermeasures)

Andrew Smith of Campaign Against Arms Trade said:

“The Saudi regime has an appalling human rights record, and has used UK
arms to commit atrocities in Yemen. Now it has murdered a journalist.

No matter how bad the situation has become, it has always been able to rely
on the support of the UK government. What more would it take to end the
arms sales and end the uncritical support that has been given to the regime?”
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