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It’s Not Hockey We’re Playing Against Russia
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Watching the news off an on throughout the day provides a glimpse of the spin that the
mainstream media (MSM – mainly CBC) put on the situation in Ukraine. 

The first broadcast I heard contained some interesting comments.  It indicated that “fighting
erupted” along the theoretical truce line.  If any reader had been paying attention to news
other than on the MSM, they would know that the Kiev forces never stopped shelling the
Novorussia side of the line.  The ‘eruption’ of fighting, also as seen on other than MSM news
indicated that it was most probably testing forays or training forays by the Ukrainian/Kiev
side.

The “heavy shelling” reported would have had to come from the Kiev forces, as according to
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) the Novorussian side had
pulled back their heavy artillery while the Kiev forces had not.

A more serious error, but one that suits the Russia as bad guy image was the reporting of
the truce as being between Ukraine and Russia.  This is absolutely not the case as the truce
was signed between Kiev  and the  Donetsk  and Luhansk  leaders.   The Russians  were
‘facilitators’ to the efforts by the Germans, as the latter were becoming aware of the serious
setbacks to the Kiev forces from the Novorussian forces.

It is true that the rebels are backed by Russia, but in context, the Kiev forces are backed by
both U.S. political will and funding, and U.S. equipment.

Susan Ormiston has been called upon as CBC’s ‘senior correspondent’ for the region without
having actually travelled to the Novorussian region.  She does get some things right, seeing
the “broken and fragile” truce as a way to “help Ukraine build up” its military forces after
their winter defeat.  As for the ‘fragile and broken’ nature of the truce, that was its nature
from the start as shelling continuously came from the Kiev forces as the Novorussian forces
withdrew their heavy artillery as per the truce.

Ormiston,  as  with  others  awash  in  MSM  references  refers  to  “Russia  backed  rebel
aggression.”  It is certain that their are Russian supplies and perhaps advisors in Novorussia,
not  much  different  from  U.S./NATO  supplies  and  ‘advisors’  (more  than  likely  black  ops
personnel) on the Kiev side.  There has been no proof of any regular Russian military in
Novorussia. (And what about the distinct silence concerning MH17?  A sure sign that it was a
false flag operation).

What is wrong is the identification of Russia being the aggressor, when it was the U.S. that
instigated the coup that overthrew a democratically – if corrupt – elected government. 
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When Luhansk and Donetsk declared their independence from the neo-Nazi Banderites and
Right Sector controlled Kiev, the Kiev rulers attacked the two sectors with the stated intent
to eliminate the Russian speaking population – a process normally called ethnic cleansing in
which the rhetoric was also calling for genocide of the Russian population.

Evan Solomon came on later stating, “Russians have a lot of forces around Ukraine,” a
brilliant statement considering that Russia borders on Ukraine, and now that Crimea has
voted to join with Russia, yes, those forces are around Ukraine.  Not nearly as widespread
though as U.S. forces are spread around the world in over 130 countries with over 750
bases, (or higher depending on source).

Later  in  the  day  Susan  Ormiston  returned,  attempting  to  represent  the  Russian  side,
repeating the Moscow phrasing of U.S./NATO forces “meddling” in Ukraine – a considerable
toned down response to  the  actual  U.S.  aggressor  role.   She repeated an interesting
statement about the equipment and training being used so that Kiev is able “to kill its own
citizens”, essentially the truth…

…except that after the continued shelling of civilians and civilian infrastructure by the Kiev
forces, there is no way the Novorussians will want to rejoin with the remnants of the Ukraine
and be citizens of that state.

Alter-net sources

One of the great things about the internet is the wealth of resources available to anyone
seriously considering what is happening in the Ukraine.  While the MSM follow the standard
U.S. rhetoric, many other sources see the wilful ignorance of it all.  There are many sites
providing  different  perspectives,  one  of  the  best  being  fortruss.com,  and  one  of  the  most
honest, from a Crimean citizen who honestly notates Novorussian defeats as well as their
successes is cassad-eng.livejournal.com/.  Another good site is thesaker.is.

But take it from Gary Leupps, a U.S. professor at Tufts University (Massachusetts) if you
think the others are nothing but propaganda:

“Russias official line on Ukraine—and it should not be dismissed just because that’s what it
is—is  that  the U.S.  has spent  about  $  5 billion backing “regime change” in  that  sad,
bankrupt country, ultimately resulting in a coup d’etat (or putsch) in Kiev in February 2014
in which neo-fascists played a key role.

The coup occurred because the U.S. State Department and Pentagon hoped to replace the
democratically elected administration with one that would push for Ukraine’s entry into
NATO, a military alliance designed from its inception in 1949 to challenge Russia.  The
ultimate intent was to evict the Russian Black Sea Fleet from the bases it’s maintained on
the Crimean Peninsula for over 230 years.

Personally, I believe this interpretation is basically true, and that any rational person should
recognize that it’s true.”

As for the NATO alliance, U.S. action

“validates the key Russian charge that this is all about NATO—the NATO that,
following George H. W. Bush’s promise to Mikhail Gorbachev in 1989 that the
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alliance would not advance “one inch” towards Russia’s borders has in fact
advanced  to  surround  European  Russia  since  1999.  NATO  now  includes
Estonia,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Poland,  the  Czech  Republic,  Slovakia,  Hungary,
Romania, Bulgaria, Croatia and Albania.”

In his conclusion Leupp writes

“But with crazies running the U.S. State Department, successfully promoting a
bogus narrative about what’s happened in Ukraine over the last two years—a
narrative echoed slavishly by a clueless mainstream media—it’s just barely
conceivable that there might come a day in which U.S. forces join the Azov
Battalion in battling forces of the People’s Republics of Luhansk and Donetsk.

It won’t have anything to do with “freedom,” any more than the last few U.S. wars have had
anything to do with that abstraction. It will be about imperial expansion, which while it might
serve the .01% that rules this country, is not in your interest at all.(1) ”

Isolated?  Not at all.

In general the MSM does a poor job of reporting on Russia.  There is no reporting that I have
heard about the economies of the EU suffering far more than the economy of Russia.   For
that matter, the retrenchment of the Russian economy has proven to be a bonus as the
Russians have been able to internalize and ramp up their own production in agricultural, 
technology, and finances.

In addition,as for the “rest of the world”,  “internationally” (as per the MSM), Russia is
backed by China, India, and most of the other Asian countries, as well as most of the Latin
American countries.  Isolated?  India vastly reduced an order of French Rafale jets and
turned towards – who else – Russia to manufacture the majority of its next generation
fighter  jets.   This  will  also  include  manufacturing  sectors  in  India  to  the  benefit  of  both
countries  military  technologies.

Speaking of India…

The current visit by India’s leader Narendra Modi highlights interesting features of current
geopolitical structures.  Modi is a right wing Islamophobe (2), similar to Harper, and is quite
content to use Canada’s resources to further its own nuclear ambitions – and India, unlike
Iran, has many nuclear weapons, the delivery systems for them, and is not signatory to the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty.

But to tie it together with Russia and the global view, I wonder if Harper introduced himself
to Modi by saying, “Get out of Kashmir.”

Notes

(1)http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/14/ukraine-the-truth/

(2)  Narendra Modi is the Chief Minister of Gujarat. He was re-elected to his post after the 2002
pogrom against Muslims conducted mainly by his political allies and with the complicity of the state
apparatus.  Two  thousand  people  died  and  several  hundred  thousand  had  their  homes  and
livelihoods devastated. According to Human Rights Watch, “Mobs arrived by the thousands in trucks,

http://www.counterpunch.org/2015/04/14/ukraine-the-truth/
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chanting slogans of incitement to kill, and armed with swords, tridents, sophisticated explosives, and
gas cylinders. They were guided by computer printouts listing the addresses of Muslim families and
their properties. While army troops had been flown in to quell the violence, state officials refused to
deploy them until after the worst violence had ended. In the weeks that followed the massacres,
Hindu homes and places of business were also destroyed in retaliatory violence by Muslims.” 
http:/./www.counterpunch.org/2005/03/09/a-state-terrorist-visits-american-hoteliers/
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