Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Israel-Palestine: Urgent Call for an Immediate
Ceasefire by All Parties to End Unprecedented
Civilian Suffering

By Amnesty International Region: Middle East & North Africa
Global Research, October 30, 2023 Theme: Law and Justice
Amnesty International 26 October 2023 In-depth Report: PALESTINE

All Global Research articles can be read in 51 languages by activating the Translate
Website button below the author’s name.

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Click the share button above to email/forward this article to your friends and colleagues.
Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

ek

Amnesty International is issuing an urgent call for an immediate ceasefire by all parties in
the occupied Gaza Strip and Israel to prevent further loss of civilian lives and to ensure
access to life-saving aid for people in Gaza amidst an unprecedented humanitarian
catastrophe.

“Over the past two and a half weeks we have witnessed horror unfolding on an
unimaginable scale in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. More than 2
million people in the Gaza Strip are struggling to survive amidst a catastrophic
humanitarian crisis and the level of civilian casualties has been unprecedented. Over
6546 people have been killed in Gaza and at least 1,400 in Israel and thousands more
have been injured. More than 200 people have been taken hostage by Hamas. Serious
violations of international humanitarian law, including war crimes, by all parties to the
conflict continue unabated. In the face of such unprecedented devastation and
suffering, humanity must prevail,” said Agnées Callamard, Amnesty International’s
Secretary General.

“Urgent action is needed to protect civilians and prevent further staggering levels of
human suffering. We urge all members of the international community to come
together to demand an immediate humanitarian ceasefire by all parties in the conflict.”

Amnesty International joins the Special Rapporteur on human rights in the Palestinian
Territory occupied since 1967, the UN agencies working in Palestine, and many human
rights experts, represented by a long list of UN special procedures, who are also calling for a
ceasefire, along with the UN Secretary General and the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights.
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Since the horrific attacks in southern Israel on 7 October, in which Hamas and other armed
groups killed at least 1,400 people and took over 200 hostages, most of them civilians,
according to Israeli authorities, Israeli forces have launched thousands of air and ground
strikes on the Gaza Strip, killing more than 6,546 people, mostly civilians, including at least
2,704 children, according to the Palestinian Ministry of Health in Gaza. More than 17,439
have been injured and over 2,000 bodies are still trapped beneath the rubble while the
health sector is on its knees.

The looming ground offensive by Israeli forces into Gaza is likely to have cataclysmic
consequences for Gaza’s civilians, as foretold by the ominous threats issued by the Israeli
military to civilians remaining in northern Gaza. Civilians in Israel also continue to come
under attack from indiscriminate rocket fire from Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza.

“In the face of the unprecedented humanitarian disaster in Gaza that is growing worse
by the day, an immediate ceasefire by all parties is vital to enable aid agencies to get
sufficient relief into the Strip and to distribute it safely and unconditionally. It would give
hospitals an opportunity to receive life-saving medicines, water and equipment they
desperately need as well as to repair damaged wards,” said Agnes Callamard.

“An immediate ceasefire is also the most effective way to protect civilians as warring
parties continue to commit grave violations. It could prevent the mounting civilian
death toll in Gaza and could also provide an opportunity to secure the safe release of
hostages.”

Amnesty International has documented evidence of war crimes by Israeli forces and Hamas
and other armed groups. A ceasefire could also enable independent investigations into
human rights violations and war crimes by all parties to be carried out, including by the
International Criminal Court and the Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory. Their work is vital as ending the longstanding impunity for war crimes
and crimes against humanity and securing justice and reparation for victims are essential to
prevent recurrence of these atrocities and to address the root causes of the conflict, such as
Israel’s system of apartheid imposed on all Palestinians.

Amnesty International also reiterates its calls for:

= An end to unlawful attacks, including indiscriminate attacks, direct attacks on
civilians and civilian objects, and disproportionate attacks

= Israel to immediately allow unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid into the
occupied Gaza Strip’s civilians, lift its 16-year illegal blockade on Gaza, and grant
immediate access to the Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied
Palestinian Territory

» The international community to impose a comprehensive arms embargo on all
parties to the conflict given that serious violations amounting to crimes under
international law are being committed.

» The International Criminal Court’s ongoing investigation into the situation of
Palestine to proceed and to receive full support and all necessary resources.

» Hamas and all other armed groups to release unconditionally and immediately
all civilian hostages and to treat all those being held captive humanely, including
by providing medical treatment, pending their release.

= Israel to release all Palestinians who are arbitrarily detained.

* The root causes of the conflict to be addressed, including through dismantling



Israel’s system of apartheid against all Palestinians.

Demand a ceasefire by all parties to end civilian suffering, sign your name here.

*
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