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Israeli Soldiers Shot Hundreds of Palestinian
Children with Live Ammunition: The Devastating
Impact of Life After an Injury
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“Before I was shot I did not bother anyone or get angry with anybody,” says Basel Kamal
Safi from Deir Ammar refugee camp, near Ramallah in the occupied West Bank.

He was just 17 when an Israeli soldier shot him with live ammunition.

“Now I get angry because of the pain, especially when someone accidentally touches my
injury,” he says in the short video below.

I t  i s  one  o f  two  v ideos  pub l i shed  recen t l y  by  De fense  f o r  Ch i l d ren
International–Palestine  (DCI-Palestine),  highlighting  the  experiences  of  children  shot  by
Israeli occupation forces with live ammunition.

The second video, below, features Fadel Abu Odwan, a 14-year-old in Gaza whose injury will
leave him unable to have children.

In  2014,  live  ammunition  fired  by  Israeli  soldiers  killed  11  Palestinian  children  in  the
occupied  West  Bank.

Another  299  children  sustained  gunshot  injuries,  according  to  data  from the  UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

Israeli  human rights  group B’Tselem condemned in  June Israel’s  continued use of  live
ammunition to kill and injure unarmed Palestinians.

The  Israeli  military’s  own regulations  say  that  live  ammunition  must  only  be  used  in
circumstances where a soldier is in direct, mortal danger.

But B’Tselem says that just this year it “has documented dozens of cases in the Ramallah
area of the West Bank in which Palestinians were injured, some severely, by live ammunition
fired by Israeli security forces.”

The group says that “the large number of persons injured and the types of injury, indicates
that live ammunition was used against demonstrators even when security forces were not in
mortal danger.”

But even in the gravest of  cases,  where Palestinian children are killed or permanently
disabled, perpetrators are rarely brought to justice, DCI-Palestine notes.
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While demonstrations against armed occupation forces do not provide a valid excuse to
shoot  and  kill,  in  other  well-documented  cases  Israeli  occupation  forces  have
ambushed,  shot  and  killed  Palestinian  children  without  even  that  pretext.

In such cases too, occupation forces continue to enjoy impunity.

West Bank: Basel’s story

On 4 December 2014, Basel Kamal Safi found himself in the midst of confrontations between
Israeli occupation forces and Palestinian youths in the village of Beitillu in the West Bank.

Occupation forces fired tear gas and live ammunition at the youths.

Basel was hit with a live bullet on his left side, which lodged in his back.

This led to two surgeries, and now Basel must use a wheelchair to get around.

Bullet fragments scattered throughout Basel’s lower abdomen, fracturing his pelvis and part
of his spine.

The shrapnel, which cannot be removed, causes him pain, and he experiences nightmares.
He is dependent on family members to help him move around.

Basel can no longer help his father’s work to support the family.

As of the time the video was published in May, Israeli occupation forces had denied the
permits requested by the family to take their son to al-Maqasid hospital in Jerusalem for
treatment.

No Israeli soldier has been charged with any crime for his shooting.

Gaza: Fadel’s story

“I wish I could go back in time and be the same boy I used to be,” says Fadel Abu Odwan.
“They’ve ruined my life.”

The 11-year-old was shot in the groin by Israeli  soldiers deployed near the Israel-Gaza
border fence, near his village of Shokat in southern Gaza, on 21 February 2014.

“They left me there bleeding for about four hours,” Fadel recalls, “with dogs trying to attack
me.”

Doctors placed him in intensive care before transferring him to surgery to extract the bullet
lodged in his thigh and remove his testicles.

More than a year later, the shooting has had a devastating impact on his life.

He still has nightmares: “I dream of dogs coming to get me and eat me.” Other children, he
says, can be cruel to him because of his injury.

Fadel’s mother Aisha says her son has lost all motivation to study and gets into trouble.
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“He won’t be able to have children,” she says.

“Fadel needs therapy,” Aisha says, “but I don’t know from where to get it.”

Israeli occupation forces continue to shoot and injure Palestinian youths across the Gaza
boundary fence – despite last August’s ceasefire agreement – for no apparent reason.

The original source of this article is Electronic Intifada
Copyright © Ali Abunimah, Electronic Intifada, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Ali Abunimah

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://electronicintifada.net/content/israel-shoots-four-boys-enjoying-evening-walk-gaza/14644
https://electronicintifada.net/tags/gaza-ceasefire
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/video-gaza-teen-will-never-have-children-after-shooting-israel
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ali-abunimah
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/video-gaza-teen-will-never-have-children-after-shooting-israel
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/ali-abunimah
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

