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Gaza makes an appeal to you!

About 60 years have passed since our Palestinian catastrophe (Nakba). Palestinian people
have passed through and tasted several sufferings and calamities, and the Gaza Strip, which
includes about 1.5 million people, 75% of them refugees, got a big share of this suffering.

By the start of the 2nd Intifada in 2000, Israeli Occupation violated all the taboos
international conventions and has tortured Palestinians severely.

In the meantime, the harsh siege imposed on the Gaza Strip has been continuing for the
past seven months, but with more cruelty. The siege hinders the freedom movement for
people and goods into and out of the Gaza Strip. Therefore, the humanitarian situation has
severely deteriorated and the fragile Gaza economy is dying out. That economy was already
weak due to Occupation procedures is now on its knees. Accordingly, the Gaza Strip has
turned into a big “Ghetto”. All Gaza houses carry stories of pain and suffering!

Basically, the Gaza Strip depends on importing goods through the Occupied Territories that
are under lIsraeli occupation control. Since the start of this siege, the Occupation has
prevented raw materials from coming into the Gaza Strip as well as banning the exportation
of Palestinian homemade goods! Additionally, unemployment rates have reached a sharp
level of 70% percent. Therefore, Gaza civilians have not been able to even secure their
basic human needs, in addition to the dramatic decrease of income which reached less than
$650 per capita yearly.

Until this moment, the Occupation has failed in subjugating the Gazans. Thus, Occupation is
seeking all methods and means to reach this subjugation.

Occupation is targeting all economic aspects in the Gaza Strip. All industry, which amounts
to 3,700 workshops and factories, have closed - resulting in making 65,000 laborers
unemployed. As the siege continues, farmers joined the harmed classes, especially in the
most significant agricultural season. Thus, another 20,000 laborers became unemployed.

As for the Gaza crossings, there are 5 crossings and borders points that link the Gaza Strip
with the world. Four crossings are with the occupied territories and the 5th with Egypt, the
“Rafah Terminal”. The Occupation takes full control of the 5 crossing points, thus they have
made them become completely deteriorated and closed. Occupation doesn’t allow people to
move outside Gaza but neither are they allowed to come into it. Moreover, it allows some
foodstuffs to get into Gaza Strip while raw materials and other sorts of foods are banned
from entry.
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Statistics report that 37 trucks of these goods are present, while the Gaza Strip needs at
least 300 vans per day that bring in raw materials, goods and commodities.

In the health field, there is real danger, as sick people have double trouble with a life of
suffering. Occupation doesn’t permit medical parts and medications to be brought in.
Besides, this occupation prevents sick people to leave abroad for treatment.

Reports and statistics issued by health sections say that there 1500 people in urgent need
to undergo surgery for various diseases like kidney failure, heart disease and cancer of all
sorts. Three hundred of those sick people are in a very dangerous situation.

More than 137 medical machines are out of order due to unavailability of spare parts, 23 of
these machines are for kidney dialysis out of 66 machines. Eighty-six sorts of medications
have vanished and another 132 kinds will be not available soon!

Since the launch of Popular Committee Against Siege, PCAS, in November 2007, 29 victims
resulted from siege have been counted. Those victims were from the sick people banning
from travel. They died in front of cameras and the whole world witnessed the way they died.
Yet, no one has done anything or taken any action. Those sick victims were always
wondering and asking...when will we travel to be treated? This same question is being asked
by hundred of other sick people!

As for infrastructure domain, the projects of water, sanitation, school and health utilities
have stopped due to closure. Raw materials needed in operating these projects were
banned from importation into the Gaza Strip. 250 million dollars were earmarked to these
projects, and thousand of workers would have benefited directly, not to mention the projects
by the UNRWA that are suspended. 93 million dollars that would help people directly are not
being spent, as 16,000 people would benefit from this aid. Beside this, the Occupation has
decreased petrol supplies that have affected water and sanitation wells which have since
stopped working. Educational, health and other structures were closed, not to mention,
there is no available stationary for students. In addition, young people who study abroad
were not able to travel back to continue their study in their universities, and their futures
are threatened. Some families risk losing the possibility of re-entry into Gaza.

More than 25 municipality councils are about to suspend providing services for Gaza
residents. These cancellations depend fundamentally on fuel, such as the collection of waste
and trash.

The previously mentioned images are just some of what the Palestinian people are going
through in the Gaza Strip. Occupation is besieging Gazans and violating international
charters and human rights conventions including the IV Geneva Protocols and the
International Declaration of Human Rights.

Since PCAS started working to face this siege, it has contacted many figures and parties.
Yet, we have not heard any position or stance that has been taken. There are no factual
actions to alleviate the suffering of people. Thus, we call upon you and we ask persons of
conscious to move on and please do something, even by words, in order to help tens of
thousands to avoid a crisis that seems inevitable.



Ramy Abdu

Spokesman
Popular Committee Against Siege
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END THE SIEGE ON GAZA - the launch of the Israeli campaign

Press Release 11.12.2007

END THE SIEGE ON GAZA

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, support and uphold the call of a coalition
of organizations and individuals in Gaza for an

international campaign to end the siege on Gaza. We call on members of Israeli society to
join the campaign.

Since June 2007, Israeli isolation policies towards the Gaza Strip have escalated. While
controlling all points of exit from the Gaza Strip, the

government of Israel has increasingly restricted passage of people and goods to and from
the Gaza Strip, leading to severe hardship and a drastic

curtailing of the basic sources of sustenance and health of the population of the Gaza Strip.

All but 12 basic commodities have been blocked entry to the Gaza Strip, causing shortages
in water, fuel, medications, essential equipment, raw

materials and thousands of other essential commodities. In November alone, 13 patients
died after Israeli authorities denied them access to medical

care that is unavailable in Gaza.

Both Palestinians and Israelis have a right to live in peace and security, but the Israeli
government policy of collective punishment is pushing the
entire region further from security, and is morally and legally unjustifiable.

No progress can be achieved in any peace process while Gaza, still an occupied territory, is
excluded from discussion and its civilian population

punished. The lifting of the siege is therefore at the heart of Israeli, Palestinian and regional
interests.

In November 2007, a group of Palestinian non-partisan human rights organizations and civil
society leaders launched a call for a joint
Palestinian-International-Israeli campaign to end the siege on Gaza.

The aims of the campaign are to call upon the Israeli government to lift the siege and stop
other collective measures imposed on the civilian population

of Gaza, to raise the awareness of the Israeli public and the international community to the
deteriorating living conditions resulting from the siege,

and to mobilize governments and communities to stop the boycott of Gaza.

The End the Siege campaign is humanitarian, non-partisan and based on the tenets of
human rights and social justice. It is guided by the wish to end
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all forms of violence in our region.

On the Palestinian side, End the Siege is initiated and managed by “representatives of civil
society, the business community, intellectuals,

women activists, and advocates for human rights and peace from both the West Bank and
Gaza, all expressing their commitment to peace and their respect

for human dignity”. On the Israeli side, End the Siege supporters include human rights
organizations and other actors in civil society. The call is

open to all who wish to join it.

From the call: “We are determined to move hand in hand and shoulder to shoulder with all
people who believe in freedom, human dignity and peace....

It is time to put aside any partisan conflicts and unite people in the pursuit of freedom,
justice, and peace.”

Planned activities include:

- Documentation and dissemination of information on the impact of the siege: a website,
posters and video clips of daily life in Gaza.

- International symposium in Gaza: “Breaking the Siege on Gaza: Together for a United
Front for Peace”.

- International delegations to Gaza and Israel.

- Meetings and cultural activities in Gaza, Tel Aviv, Ramallah, and different cities in the
world.

- A peaceful march to Erez Crossing from both the Israeli and Palestinian sides of the
Crossing with peace activists from all over the world.

- A “Free Gaza Movement Day” in May, including a boat journey from Cyprus to Gaza.

For details or to join the campaign, contact: mail@phr.org.il

Signed:

Adalah

Anarchists Against the Wall

Bat Shalom

Bat Tsafon

Coalition of Women for Peace

Gisha - Legal Center for Freedom of Movement
Gush Shalom

Hamoked Centre for the Defense of the Individual
Hithabrut-Tarabut

New Profile

Physicians for Human Rights-Israel

Shomrei Mishpat - Rabbis for Human Rights
Ta’ayush - Arab-Jewish Partnership

The Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions
The Israeli Committee for the Palestinian Prisoners and Detainees
The Public Committee Against Torture in Israel
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