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In a stark statement published on Saturday Brigadier General Oded Tira observed,
“President Bush lacks the political power to attack Iran. As an American strike in Iran is
essential for our existence, we must help him pave the way by lobbying the Democratic
Party (which is conducting itself foolishly) and US newspaper editors. We need to do this in
order to turn the Iranian issue to a bipartisan one and unrelated to the Iraq failure.”

Because of the dramatic loss of political power of the Bush-Cheney administration, General
Tira urges the Israel Lobby to, “turn to Hillary Clinton and other potential presidential
candidates in the Democratic Party so that they support immediate action by Bush against
Iran.”

In another move designed to strengthen Bush politically, General Tira urges the Israel Lobby
to exert its influence on European countries so that, “Bush will not be isolated in the
international arena again.”

As if all of that Israel-lobbying in America and Europe were not enough, General Tira
proposes an even more aggressive political tactic, “We must clandestinely cooperate with
Saudi Arabia so that it also persuades the US to strike Iran. For our part, we must prepare an
independent military strike by coordinating flights in Iragi airspace with the US. We should
also coordinate with Azerbaijan the use of airbases in its territory and also enlist the support
of the Azeri minority in Iran. In addition, we must immediately start preparing for an Iranian
response to an attack.”

Based on the urgency of General Tira’s extraordinary pleas, it is immediately apparent that
he has been shocked by the turn of political events inside America. By this time, he has
learned from official US sources that the long-anticipated attack against Iran has been
shelved because of tectonic shifts in American politics.

Apparently, General Tira did not realize that President Bush has become the most deeply
unpopular president in American history and that it was his subservience to the dictates of
the Israel Lobby and its demands for wars against Irag and Iran that led him into the political
prison where he now finds himself isolated and impotent.

Neither does General Tira realize that the Republican Party is no longer unified in its support
of President Bush’s deeply unpopular war in Iraq or his plans for expanding the war by a
sustained bombing campaign against Iran. Since General Tira did not publish any remarks
about the Iraq Study Group headed by former US Secretary of State, James Baker, he may
be oblivious to the political facts now in place in 2007 America.
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Instead of the bipartisan commitment to broaden Bush’s unpopular war as General Tira
proposes, there is now a broadening bipartisan movement to reign in the US losses in Iraq.
No major American politician has voiced any enthusiasm for broadening Bush’s war into Iran
as General Tira beseeches the US to do.

General Tira’s outburst suggests that the official channels for news and the analysis of
public affairs in Israel are not working as efficiently as they should in the 21st century.
Perhaps, someone should provide the General with a subscription to Ha'aretz and the
International Herald Tribune for starters.

Michael Carmichael is Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, The Planetary Movement, Oxford,
United Kingdom
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What to do with Iran?

We must coordinate independent strike with US, prepare for Iranian response
Oded Tira

Israel is facing one of the most critical periods in its history in security and strategic terms.
The stock market is booming, yet this isn’t the first time where we encounter irrational
euphoria. At the same time, by acting soberly and with determination we’ll be able to
handle the challenge we're facing. In order to undertake a comprehensive security
assessment we must take the situation in the various theaters into account.

In Lebanon, Security Council Resolution 1701 is not being implemented. Hizbullah continues
to operate south of the Litani, restores the “nature reserves” that were damaged in the war,
and establishes new “nature reserves.” A “nature reserve” is a compound of hidden
fortifications within a wadi that dominates access roads to the “reserve” and contains
bunkers, arms and supplies warehouses, residences, and firing positions, including some
used to launch Katyusha rockets. Such reserve is a huge compound that allows forces to be
there for a long time.

The UN and Lebanese Army do not enter those nature reserves and do no disarm Hizbullah.
In fact, Hizbullah limits the movement of Lebanese and UN forces, which choose to comply.

If we need to operate in Lebanon again we’ll be facing a real problem vis-a-vis the UN
forces. On the one hand, we won’t be able to hurt them, yet on the other hand there’s a risk
our soldiers will be hurt by them, as these forces are armed like a standing army. The
presence of aerial defense systems in the hands of the UN may even limit our Air Force’s
freedom to operate above south Lebanon.

On the political front, Iran and Syria are working to topple Siniora’s government in Lebanon.
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This government may serve as a moderating element and cares about the damages causes
to Lebanon during the war.

On the eastern front, the Americans are on their way out of Iraq and Syria is gaining
confidence in the face of our failure in Lebanon (the way they view it.) Sooner or later, the
eastern front may be revived. We must prepare for this by quickly training the army for a
classic war involving large scale ground warfare.

Bush lacks political power to hit Iran

And finally, Iran will continue to pursue its nuclear program while the world continues to
“babble.” If American and European actions continue in the current pace and quality, there
will be no change in the Iranian nuclearization path. Instead of allotting several months for
diplomatic activity and preparing for a military strike on Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, the
world continues to talk nonsense and play with illusions regarding the success of
moderating diplomatic moves.

President Bush lacks the political power to attack Iran. As an American strike in Iran is
essential for our existence, we must help him pave the way by lobbying the Democratic
Party (which is conducting itself foolishly) and US newspaper editors. We need to do this in
order to turn the Iranian issue to a bipartisan one and unrelated to the Iraq failure.

We must turn to Hillary Clinton and other potential presidential candidates in the
Democratic Party so that they publicly support immediate action by Bush against Iran. We
should also approach European countries so that they support American actions in Iran, so
that Bush will not be isolated in the international arena again.

We must clandestinely cooperate with Saudi Arabia so that it also persuades the US to strike
Iran. For our part, we must prepare an independent military strike by coordinating flights in
Iragi airspace with the US. We should also coordinate with Azerbaijan the use of airbases in
its territory and also enlist the support of the Azeri minority in Iran. In addition, we must
immediately start preparing for an Iranian response to an attack.

The Americans must act. Yet if they don’t, we'll do it ourselves, because there are no free
rides and our existence isn't guaranteed. Addressing Iran would have positive implications
for us in terms of the strategic balance in our region and when it comes to Hizbullah,
stability in Lebanon, and Syria’s power.

The situation assessment | provided is difficult. At the same time, if we act in the face of
these challenges soberly and without illusions such as the imaginary peace-with-Syria ideas,
we’ll be able to win and bring about comprehensive peace. Peace is pursued from a position
of power and is maintained through the backing of power. Peace cannot be pursued when
your enemy feels it defeated you.

Brigadier General (Res.) Oded Tira is the former IDF chief artillery officer
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