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Prime Minister Stefan Lofven [pictured] announced on Friday his intention to recognize Palestine

Israel has summoned the Swedish ambassador to protest plans by Sweden to recognize the
state of Palestine.

In a statement, the Israeli Foreign Ministry said that the Swedish envoy has been summoned
for a meeting on Monday after Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven announced on Friday
his intention to recognize Palestine.

Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said Saturday night that Lofven’s announcement
was “unfortunate”, according to Israeli daily Yediot Aharonot.

“Swedish Prime Minister Lofven needs to understand that no declaration and no step by an
outside player can replace the direct negotiations between the sides and a solution that will
be part of a comprehensive agreement between Israel and the entire Arab world,”
Lieberman said.

On Friday, Lofven, Sweden’s newly elected prime minister, said that he would recognize
Palestine as a state, which would make it the first longstanding E.U. member-state to do so.

"The conflict between Israel and Palestine can only be solved with a two-state solution,
negotiated in accordance with international law,” Lofven told parliament on Friday.

"A two-state solution requires mutual recognition and a will to peaceful coexistence. Sweden
will therefore recognize the State of Palestine,” he said.

The decision comes less than a month after Sweden’s Social Democrats - in alliance with
the Greens and the Left Party - swept September 14 parliamentary polls.

A handful of European countries - including Hungary, Poland and Slovakia - have already
recognized Palestine as a state. They did so, however, before joining the E.U.

In late 2012, Palestine was granted non-member observer status at the United Nations.

The roots of the Israel-Palestine conflict date back to 1917, when the British government, in
the now-famous “Balfour Declaration,” called for “the establishment in Palestine of a
national home for the Jewish people.”

Israel occupied East Jerusalem and the West Bank during the 1967 Middle East War. It later
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annexed the holy city in 1980, claiming it as the capital of the self-proclaimed Jewish state -
a move never recognized by the international community.

Palestinians, for their part, continue to demand the establishment of an independent state in
the Gaza Strip and West Bank, with East Jerusalem - currently occupied by Israel - as its
capital.

British MPs are set to vote on recognising the State of Palestine on October 13th, 2014.

The original source of this article is Middle East Monitor
Copyright © Middle East Monitor, Middle East Monitor, 2014

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Middle East
Monitor

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/europe/14461-uk-set-to-vote-on-recognition-of-palestinian-state
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/europe/14519-israel-summons-swedish-envoy-over-palestine-recognition
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/news/europe/14519-israel-summons-swedish-envoy-over-palestine-recognition
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/middle-east-monitor
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

