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The intelligence services of Israel have allegedly been spying on American officials during
their closed-door negotiations with the government of Iran over its nuclear program. The
Wall Street Journal said the spy operation forms part of a broader campaign by Tel Aviv to
sabotage the talks, which are aimed at bridging the differences between the Islamic
Republic and a group of nations that have come to be known as P5+1, representing the five
permanent members of the United Nations Security Council plus Germany.

In a leading article published on Monday, the paper said it decided to reveal the existence of
the Israeli spying program after interviewing “more than a dozen current and former US and
Israeli diplomats, intelligence officials, policy makers and lawmakers”. Ironically, according
to The Journal, the administration of US President Barack Obama found out about the Israeli
spying after instructing American intelligence agencies to conduct a counterintelligence
operation against Tel Aviv, in order to see what they knew about the secret negotiations
with Iran. After spying on Israeli government officials, the American agencies concluded that
they were in possession of confidential information that could only have been acquired from
spying on participants in the negotiations.

According to The Journal, American officials were not surprised by the spying. But they were
especially perturbed, said the paper, to find out that the Israeli government proceeded to
leak the secret information to American lawmakers opposed to a possible deal with Iran, in
order “to undermine US diplomacy”, according to one unnamed senior American official.

Israeli officials told The Journal that Tel Aviv had indeed acquired confidential information
about the negotiations, but that they had done so by spying on Iranian, not American,
negotiators. Speaking late on Monday, a spokesman for the office of the Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the American newspaper’s allegations were “utterly false.
The state of Israel does not conduct espionage against the United States or Israel’s other
allies”, he said, adding that the “false allegations” were “clearly intended to undermine the
strong ties between the United States and Israel”.

The original source of this article is inteINews
Copyright © Joseph Fitsanakis, intelNews, 2015

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
http://intelnews.org/2015/03/25/01-1664/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+intelNewsOrg+%28intelNews.org%29
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/iran-the-next-war
http://www.wsj.com/articles/israel-spied-on-iran-talks-1427164201
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32030071
http://intelnews.org/2015/03/25/01-1664/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+intelNewsOrg+%28intelNews.org%29
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
http://intelnews.org/2015/03/25/01-1664/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+intelNewsOrg+%28intelNews.org%29
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/

Articles by: Joseph Fitsanakis

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/joseph-fitsanakis
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

