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Condemning all measures aimed at altering the demographic composition, character and
status of the Palestinian Territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, including,
inter  alia,  the  construction  and  expansion  of  settlements,  transfer  of  Israeli  settlers,
confiscation  of  land,  demolition  of  homes  and  displacement  of  Palestinian  civilians,  in
violation  of  international  humanitarian  law  and  relevant  resolutions.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334 was adopted on 23 December 2016. It
concerns the Israeli settlements in “Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, including
East Jerusalem”. The resolution passed in a 14–0 vote by members of the U.N. Security
Council  (UNSC). Four members with United Nations Security Council  veto power, China,
France, Russia, and the United Kingdom, voted for the resolution, but the United States
abstained.

The  resolution  states  that  Israel’s  settlement  activity  constitutes  a  “flagrant  violation”  of
international law and has “no legal validity”. It demands that Israel stop such activity and
fulfill its obligations as an occupying power under the Fourth Geneva Convention.

It  was the first  UNSC resolution to pass regarding Israel  and the Palestine territories since
2009,  and  the  first  to  address  the  issue  of  Israeli  settlements  with  such  specificity  since
Resolution 465 in 1980.

While the resolution did not include any sanction or coercive measure and was adopted
under the non-binding Chapter VI of the United Nations Charter, Israeli newspaper Haaretz
stated  it  “may  have  serious  ramifications  for  Israel  in  general  and  specifically  for  the
settlement  enterprise”  in  the  medium-to-long  term.

The immediate effect is to place the state of Israel outside the International Community of
Nations as confirmed by the UN General Assembly last week.

The  General  Assembly  voted  overwhelmingly  during  a  rare  emergency  meeting  21
December 2017 to ask nations not to establish diplomatic missions in the historic city of
Jerusalem, as delegates warned that the recent decision by the United States to do so risked
igniting a religious war across the already turbulent Middle East and even beyond.

By a recorded vote of 128 in favour to 9 against, with 35 abstentions, the Assembly adopted
the resolution “Status of  Jerusalem”,  by which it  declared “null  and void” any actions
intended to alter Jerusalem’s character, status or demographic composition. Calling on all
States to refrain from establishing embassies in the Holy City, it also demanded that they
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comply with all relevant Security Council resolutions and work to reverse the “negative
trends” imperilling a two‑State resolution of the Israeli‑Palestinian conflict.

UNSCR  2334  confirms  the  territorial  rights  of  Palestinians  including  the  status  of  East
Jerusalem  and  is  endorsed  by  128  major  nations  of  the  world.

Israel ignores this international condemnation at its own cost.
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