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Israel’s plan to expand into an Eretz or “Greater” state incorporating large chunks of its
neighbors’ land starts with eliminating the pre-1948 inhabitants of a place once known as
Palestine.

That nearly all of those who think of themselves as Palestinians must be killed or otherwise
removed is perhaps reduced to an aphorism, like “Israel has a right to defend itself,” to
absolve the Israeli state and its rampaging army of any guilt in the process. Indeed, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s ability to avoid any serious consequences for his behavior is
remarkable, and it generates further atrocities that might have been unimaginable when the
fighting in Gaza started back in October.

Al Jazeera has reported how Netanyahu is now pushing ahead to formalize what has been
referred to as the “colonial project,” whereby “the appropriation of all Palestinian Lands will
follow on… the outright exclusion of the Palestinian people from their homeland.” Bibi said
in a speech to supporters that

“These are the basic lines of the national government headed by me: The Jewish people
have an exclusive and unquestionable right to all  areas of the Land of Israel.  The
government will promote and develop settlement in all parts of the Land of Israel — in
the Galilee, the Negev, the Golan, Judea and Samaria.”

Journalist Patrick Lawrence, writing at Consortium News, recently described how “Israel’s
savagery in its determination to exterminate the Palestinians of Gaza — and we had better
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brace for what is next on the West Bank of the Jordan — marks a turn for all of humanity. In
its descent into depravity the Zionist state drags the West altogether down with it.” Indeed,
and the United States of America is the foremost great power to be reduced to the status of
a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Jewish state, unable to advance its own interests when
confronted by the juggernaut  of  the  so-called  Israel  Lobby and associated Jewish  and
Zionist-Christian organizations that have corrupted and controlled American foreign as well
as select domestic policies.

Witness what has occurred in the last several weeks when the international community has
rallied to end the slaughter and deliberate starvation of largely defenseless Gazan civilians.
First came a United Nations Security Council move by the United States, which introduced a
resolution calling for, but not demanding, an immediate though possibly temporary cease
fire  in  Gaza.  When  the  resolution  came up  for  a  vote  it  was  vetoed  by  Russia  and  China.
There were several problems with the text as it inevitably sought to give Israel considerable
flexibility  in  managing  the  situation.  It  included  an  admonition  that  the  effort  to  secure  a
ceasefire  must  be  “in  connection  with  the  release  of  all  remaining  hostages,”  which  is  an
Israeli demand with the willingness of Israel to participate at all very much dependent on
the hostage issue. The resolution allowed the fighting to continue and it put control of the
entry and distribution of urgently needed relief supplies under the ”security” management
of the Israeli army.

Then came a Russian and Chinese resolution, approved by all members of the council but
the US which “abstained.” The US immediately declared the resolution to be “non-binding”
and while  the document was meant to  permit  a  ceasefire through the end of  Ramadan,  it
has yet to be enacted by Israel which continues to block food and medicine relief shipments
and has focused its latest attacks on the few remaining hospitals, killing hundreds more
Gazans. Even though the resolution demanded action on the ceasefire and access to relief
supplies Israel has ignored it and so has Washington. As only the United States can compel
Israel to change course the fact that it continues to fund Israel and provide it with secret
shipments of planeloads weapons, without which Netanyahu would be unable to continue
his war, speaks for itself in terms of who is controlling whom.

And don’t be fooled by President Joe Biden’s alleged pressure on Netanyahu to “protect
civilians” even as Bibi draws up plans with his war cabinet to invade Gaza’s southernmost
Rafah Region, where 1.5 million Palestinians have sought refuge and are now confronted by
imminent death with no way out. Biden is responding to opinion polls in the US that indicate
that more than half of Americans are opposed to what Israel is doing in Gaza and the
percentage is steadily growing, so he is pretending to have humanitarian impulses and a
conscience, neither of which is true, in a cynical effort to support his possible reelection.

To be sure both the White House and Congress, supported by the Jewish dominated media,
are totally in Netanyahu’s pocket, something which he has admitted to publicly more than
once, saying that the United States is “easily moved” by someone like him.

But if one really needed proof positive about who is in charge in the US-Israel relationship,
one need only look at the recent omnibus federal government budget bill of $1.2 trillion.

Activist Pascal Lottaz has taken the time to go through the complete 1,012 page document
detailing  where  the  money  goes  and  discusses  his  findings  in  a  9  minute  podcast  on
YouTube. Lottaz has confirmed both the immediate cash payment of $3.8 billion in “tribute
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money” to Israel plus the already reported blocking of any federal government funding of
United Nation Relief and Works Agency for Gaza (UNRWA) for at least a year. As UNRWA is
the key humanitarian aid agency, the latter is a prohibition completely inconsistent with
Biden’s expressed desire to confront the “surging” humanitarian aid crisis for the Gazans
who are facing starvation in the context of an active genocide. The prohibition is in spite of
the continuing lack of evidence to substantiate Israel’s claims of “terrorism support” leveled
against the UN agency and despite the famine conditions already present in Gaza. In his
review of  the  document,  Lottaz  has  also  discovered those and other  specific  benefits  that
involve Israel in 10 sections of the bill.

The bill also seeks to protect Israel from accountability under existing or new international
law  and  to  limit  Palestinian  efforts  to  resist  or  defend  themselves.  It  requires  any
organization receiving US funding to show that it is actively taking steps “to combat anti-
Israel bias” and it prohibits any funding to support Palestinian statehood unless it is shown
that  a  list  of  specified  conditions  are  met  including  satisfactory  “cooperation  with  Israeli
security organizations.” It prohibits any funding to the Palestinian Authority if Palestine is
granted statehood status by the UN or any UN agency without Israel’s consent. It oddly
prohibits any security support to the West Bank or Gaza unless it is shown that satisfactory
steps are being taken by the Palestinian Authority to “end torture and other cruel, inhuman,
and degrading treatment of detainees.” It should be noted that the Palestinians, not Israel,
are required to end abuse of detainees even though it is Israel that routinely engages in
those practices. The detailed sections of the bill expanding on what is blocked or prohibited
are as follows:

The bill forbids any US funding of the UN International Commission of Inquiry1.
investigation  into  Israel’s  unlawful  occupation  of  Palestinian  territory:  Sec.
7848(C)(2) None of the funds appropriated by this Act may be made available for
the  United  Nations  International  Commission  of  Inquiry  on  the  Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel.
The bill defunds the UN Human Rights Council unless the organization drops all2.
inquiry  into  human  rights  violations  by  Israel:  Sec.  7048(b)(2)(c)  UNITED
NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL. (1) None of the funds appropriated by this
Act may be made available in support  of  the United Nations Human Rights
Council unless the Secretary of State determines and reports to the appropriate
congressional committees that participation in the Council is important to the
national interest of the United States and that such Council is taking significant
steps to remove Israel as a permanent agenda item and ensure integrity in the
election of members to such Council.
The bill requires any international organization, department, or agency receiving3.
US funding to show that it is taking “credible steps to combat anti-Israel bias”:
SEC. 7048. (a) TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY. Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of State shall report to the
Committees  on  Appropriations  whether  each  organization,  department,  or
agency receiving a contribution from funds appropriated by this Act under the
headings  ‘‘Contributions  to  International  Organizations’’  and  ‘‘International
Organizations and Programs’’:
The bill prohibits funding of any support to Palestinian Statehood except under4.
US  State  Department  confirmation  that  its  government  meets  specified
conditions including that is is “cooperating with appropriate Israeli and other
appropriate security organizations.”
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The bill prohibits any support to the Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation: SEC.5.
7038. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act
may be used to provide equipment, technical support, consulting services, or
any other form of assistance to the Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation.
The bill prohibits any funding to security assistance to the West Bank or Gaza6.
unless  the  State  Department  reports  on  “the  steps  being  taken  by  the
Palestinian Authority to “end torture and other cruel, inhuman, and degrading
treatment  of  detainees”:  7039(C)(2)  SECURITY ASSISTANCE AND REPORTING
REQUIREMENT. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, none of the funds
made  available  by  this  or  prior  appropriations  Acts,  including  funds  made
available  by  transfer,  may  be  made  available  for  obligation  for  security
assistance for the West Bank and Gaza until the Secretary of State reports to the
Committees  on  Appropriations  on  the  steps  being  taken  by  the  Palestinian
Authority to end torture and other cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment of
detainees, including by bringing to justice members of Palestinian security forces
who commit such crimes.
The bill prohibits any funding of the Palestinian Authority if Palestine achieves7.
recognition of statehood by the UN or any UN agency without Israel’s agreement
or  if  the  Palestinians  initiate  an  investigation  of  Israel  in  the  International
Criminal Court: Sec.7401(k)(2)(A)(i) None of the funds appropriated under the
heading  ‘‘Economic  Support  Fund’’  in  this  Act  may  be  made  available  for
assistance for the Palestinian Authority, if after the date of enactment of this Act
the Palestinians obtain the same standing as member states or full membership
as a state in the United Nations or any specialized agency thereof outside an
agreement negotiated between Israel and the Palestinians or the Palestinians
initiate an International Criminal Court (ICC) judicially authorized investigation, or
actively  support  such  an  investigation,  that  subjects  Israeli  nationals  to  an
investigation for alleged crimes against Palestinians.
The bill extends existing loan guarantees to Israel under the Emergency Wartime8.
Supplemental Appropriations Act through September 30, 2029: SEC. 7034(k)(6).
The  bill  grants  $3.3  billion  in  “Foreign  Military  Financing”  to  Israel,  to  be9.
disbursed within 30 days: 7401(d) ISRAEL.—Of the funds appropriated by this Act
under  the  heading  ‘‘Foreign  Military  Financing  Program’’,  not  less  than
$3,300,000,000  shall  be  available  for  grants  only  for  Israel  which  shall  be
disbursed within 30 days of enactment of this Act: Provided, That to the extent
that the Government of Israel requests that funds be used for such purposes,
grants made available for  Israel  under this  heading shall,  as agreed by the
United States and Israel, be available for advanced weapons systems, of which
not less than $725,300,000 shall be available for the procurement in Israel of
defense articles and defense services, including research and development.
The bill authorizes half a billion dollars in military aid to Israel for “Iron Dome”10.
and other missile defense systems: SEC. 8072. Of the amounts appropriated in
this  Act  under  the  headings  ‘‘Procurement,  Defense-Wide’’  and  ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Defense-Wide, $500,000,000 shall be for the
Israeli Cooperative Programs.

The bill has passed through Congress, is written into law, and is on its way for Joe Biden’s
signature. In other words, the US is willingly complicit in thousands of deaths already plus
the impending deaths of some tens of thousands more innocent people. It is funding Israel’s
war  of  extermination against  the Palestinians  and is  opposed to  any attempts  by the
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Palestinians to either defend themselves or their interests as a people. It is shameful and
our government is behaving monstrously, controlled by a foreign power that has thoroughly
corrupted it. And the rot is spreading throughout our political system to include the death of
our own right to freedom of speech. Only last week Governor Greg Abbott of Texas boasted
of  new legislation to  stamp out  alleged antisemitism and as  criticism of  Israel  or  the
behavior  of  Jews  is  defined  as  being  antisemitic  it  is  likely  that  students  demonstrating
against the Jewish state and in support of Gaza will be expelled from universities and even
prosecuted. And it is also reported that the Israel Lobby in the US is busy assembling a war
chest  of  $100  million  to  fund  the  removal  of  politicians  and  other  public  figures  who  are
critical of Israel. This is serious stuff that will affect all of us. Time to wake up America!

*
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Featured image: Displaced Palestinians take refuge at the Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis,
southern Gaza, on 15 December. Ismael Mohamad UPI
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