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Israeli authorities have closed down miles of beaches as the county is in the midst of
its “most serious ecological disaster in recent years” after an oil spill from an unknown
origin occurred some dozens of miles off the coast into the Mediterranean Sea.

The Ministry of Environmental Protection indicated that tar was “washing up and
contaminating the beaches” starting last Wednesday. A major clean-up and conservation
effort is underway that has included the Israeli Army.

It’s believed the oil spill may have happened a week or more ago, or possibly even weeks
prior, but recent stormy weather washed it up to shore.

Currently an estimated 106 miles of coastline have been impacted, stretching from Israel
through the Gaza Strip. It's also been widely reported as impacting southern Lebanon’s
coastline.

A statement from the Israel Nature and Parks Authority predicted that clean-up efforts could
take years after the dozens of tons of tar washed up in various places. “The disaster we are
witnessing in recent days on the beaches of Israel is the most serious ecological disaster in
recent years, and its consequences we will see more years ahead,” the Parks Authority
wrote Saturday.

Israeli as well as various international bodies are investigating the source of the
Mediterranean spillage, which has included reviewing satellite tracking data of tankers that
have traversed the area in recent weeks. Interestingly and suspiciously, the investigations
findings are being kept under tight wrap, as Fox News describes:

In an unusual move, an lIsraeli judge has issued a gag order on the
investigations and any detail relating to it, including the suspects’ name or
identities, the vessels involved, and destination and port of departure.

Maya Jacobs, CEO of Zalul, an Israel NGO that protects the country’s seas and
streams, called to remove the gag order, and conduct a transparent
investigation.
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“The companies who cause the environmental risks like the petroleum and
shipping companies have a great influence on the lIsraeli government,” she
said.

Sea turtles, other marine life, and birds have been found dead in the hundreds as a result of
the disaster, which has further included thousands of volunteers rushing to save injured
wildlife from the large tar globs.

Israel is trying to find the ship responsible for an oil spill that drenched much of
its Mediterranean shoreline with tar, an environmental blow that will take

months or years to clean up https://t.co/bjvvuVft70 pic.twitter.com/EP8FiWIoSD
— Reuters (@Reuters) February 21, 2021

Minister of Environmental Protection Gila Gamliel had this to say of painstakingly slow
improvements to the situation: “I know that everyone wants to help, but tar is a dangerous
substance! It is imperative to act carefully and responsibly,” she said.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from AP

The original source of this article is Zero Hedge
Copyright © Zero Hedge, Zero Hedge, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Zero Hedge

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://t.co/bjvvuVft70
https://t.co/EP8FiWloSD
https://twitter.com/Reuters/status/1363560368413491204?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.zerohedge.com/political/israel-imposes-gag-order-probe-oil-spill-thats-most-serious-ecological-disaster-years
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tyler-durden
https://www.zerohedge.com/political/israel-imposes-gag-order-probe-oil-spill-thats-most-serious-ecological-disaster-years
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/tyler-durden
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

