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The massive explosion which devastated Beirut earlier this month was nothing short of a
catastrophe. Some 220 people lost their lives and, according to the BBC, as many as
300,000 people are now homeless as a result. This is a devastating blow from which it will
take Lebanon’s capital city a long time, probably years, to recover.

Among the most nauseating of responses to the blast was seeing representatives of the
state of Israel sending “condolences” and fake offers of humanitarian assistance. As my
colleague at The Electronic Intifada, Tamara Nasser, put it: “Israel, the destroyer of Lebanon
was attempting to pose as its saviour.”

This ghastly vision was utterly contemptible for anyone who knows the history of Israeli
involvement in Lebanon. The Zionist state has left a long, bloody trail of dead bodies,
displaced people and shattered lives, having invaded its northern neighbour many times
since the settler-colonial entity established itself — upon the mass graves of Palestinians —
in 1948.

In the 1950s, Israel’s first Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, secretly articulated plans to
occupy Lebanon by force and transform it into a puppet sectarian state ruled as a Christian
supremacist entity in alliance with Israel, the Jewish supremacist entity.

In order to meddle in and stoke the Lebanese civil war (1975-1990), Israel armed, trained
and supplied puppet Christian Maronite militias in Lebanon, including the brutal sectarian
Lebanese Forces led by Bashir Gemayel. In 1978, Israel invaded directly in order to attack
the Palestine Liberation Organisation, occupying much of South Lebanon. Israeli forces were
soon forced out after stiff resistance by Palestinian fighters, but they soon headed back
across their northern border.

In 1982, Israel carried out a full scale invasion of Lebanon in an attempt to crush the PLO’s
military, political and cultural presence once and for all. More than 20,000 Lebanese and
Palestinian people were killed during this brutally aggressive war, including as many as
3,000 Palestinian refugees who were butchered by Israel’s Maronite allies in the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps under the watchful eye of Israeli troops, who fired flares into the
night sky to light the militia’s way. Minister of Defence, later Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
was found by an Israeli Commission of Inquiry to have “personal responsibility” for allowing
this massacre to take place.
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Massive blast rocks Beirut, Lebanon - Cartoon [Sabaaneh/MiddleEastMonitor]

The lIsraelis reached and laid siege to Beirut, before being pushed back by stiff resistance
and diplomatic pressure. However, South Lebanon remained illegally occupied by Israel until
2000, when the Lebanese resistance led by Hezbollah drove its forces out once and for all.
Nevertheless, in 2006, Israel attacked Lebanon yet again, and another 2,000 people were
killed in the massive offensive. Hezbollah succeeded in driving the Israeli troops out of
Lebanon once more, but the country was again devastated.

Since then, Israel has carried out almost daily border violations, including fly-overs with
drones and warplanes. Israeli politicians frequently threaten to bomb Lebanon “back to the
Stone Age”, kill civilians and systematically eradicate the country’s civilian infrastructure, all
of which are classed as war crimes.

On top of all of this, Israel’s spy agencies have now been planting stories in the international
media pushing the dubious and unproven conspiracy theory that the explosion in Beirut this
month was caused by Hezbollah. As investigative journalist Gareth Porter explains in his
most recent article: “Israeli officials have exploited the massive explosion at the Port of
Beirut this August to revive a dormant propaganda campaign that had accused the
Lebanese militia and political party Hezbollah of storing ammonium nitrate in several
countries to wage terror attacks on Israelis.”

Israeli spy agencies, wrote Porter, have “planted a series of stories from 2012 to 2019
claiming Hezbollah sought out ammonium nitrate as the explosive of choice for terrorist
operations. According to the narrative, Hezbollah planned to covertly store the explosive
substance in locations from Southeast Asia to Europe and the US — only to be foiled
repeatedly by Mossad.”

There is a slight problem with this Israeli narrative: none of it seems to be true. “In each one
of those cases, however, the factual record either contradicted the Israeli claims or revealed
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a complete dearth of evidence,” insisted Porter, whose entire article is well worth reading.

In the wake of the Beirut explosion, global and regional powers - the US and Israel first
among them - are exploiting the febrile atmosphere in the country, and the understandable
anger of the Lebanese people at their politicians, in order to push for Hezbollah to disarm.
This is a longstanding goal in any case.

However, as veteran Palestinian journalist and commentator Abdel Bari Atwan wrote
recently, “Like the Syrian regime, Hezbollah will prove impervious to pressure to disarm or
exit the political scene.”

Hezbollah has arms and fighters because there is a pressing and urgent need to defend
Lebanon against Israel’s military invasions and incursions. This is something that the
Lebanese army simply cannot do.

Only a couple of weeks before the Beirut explosion, Israel’s highly undiplomatic Ambassador
to the United Nations made a thinly veiled threat to destroy the very same port that was
devastated by the blast during his country’s next war with Lebanon. Moreover, Moshe
Feiglin, the appalling former deputy speaker of Israel’s parliament, reacted with obvious joy
to the deadly blast, calling it a “spectacular pyrotechnics show” and a “wonderful
celebration”.

So who were the Israeli President and army trying to fool when they claimed with
characteristic hypocrisy that they wanted to “reach out” and “transcend conflict” by helping
Lebanon to recover from the Beirut explosion? Whoever the intended audience was, very
few people in Lebanon believed them, that’s for sure.

*
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Featured image: A damaged car and building are seen after a fire at a warehouse with explosives at the
Port of Beirut led to massive blasts in Lebanon, 14 August 2020 [Enes Canli/Anadolu Agency]

The original source of this article is Middle East Monitor
Copyright © Asa Winstanley, Middle East Monitor, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Asa Winstanley

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

| 3


https://thegrayzone.com/2020/08/26/beirut-blast-israel-hezbollah-ammonium-nitrate-terror-plots/
https://www.raialyoum.com/index.php/replaying-the-syria-scenario-in-lebanon/
https://www.raialyoum.com/index.php/replaying-the-syria-scenario-in-lebanon/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-lebanon-iran/lebanon-accuses-israel-of-threatening-civilian-infrastructure-idUSKCN1UI2SJ
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/tamara-nassar/israel-destroyer-lebanon-poses-its-savior
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/tamara-nassar/israel-destroyer-lebanon-poses-its-savior
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200827-israels-characteristic-beirut-hypocrisy/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/asa-winstanley
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200827-israels-characteristic-beirut-hypocrisy/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/asa-winstanley

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication lobalr rch.

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 4


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

