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PLO Executive Committee Member Dr. Hanan Ashrawi said:

“The current  situation in  the al-Yarmouk refugee camp is  a  heartbreaking
catastrophe.  Since December 2012, tens of thousands of men, women and
children, most of whom are Palestinian refugees, have been forced to flee and
have had their lives torn apart by war.  The 18,000 residents who remain in
Yarmouk  are  in  great  danger  from  extremist  groups,  including  Da’ish
(ISIS/ISIL/The Islamic State), that are seeking to take full control of the Camp.

There is an urgent need for all countries to intervene immediately and work
together to provide emergency relief and put an end to the bloodshed and the
loss of innocent lives in the al-Yarmouk refugee camp.

We call on all members of the international community, particularly the United
Nations, European Union and the United States, to safeguard the innocent
people of Yarmouk and ensure that all sides commit to a permanent ceasefire.

The tragic circumstances in the al-Yarmouk camp also serve as an important
reminder that the Palestinian refugee question must be resolved.  Palestinian
refugees have suffered for far too long, and it  is high time that their plight is
recognized by the international community and put to an end in accordance
with international law and conventions, including the United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 194 and the 1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees.”
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