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In yet another example of how the actions of death squad terrorists in Syria conveniently
seem to benefit the agenda of NATO and the United States, new reports suggesting that ISIS
and the al-Nusra Front are now working together to defeat the elusive “moderate rebels”
fighting against Assad are timed right alongside reports of Obama’s decision to refocus his
Syria strategy to openly pursue the ouster of Assad as a part of his plan to “defeat ISIS.”
These new reports will ultimately be used to justify NATO and America’s plan to openly
overthrow Assad even while claiming to be fighting ISIS and extremists.

The mainstream media’s accounts of the “new alliances” between Nusra and ISIS are
compelling indeed, as good narratives always are, regardless of whether or not they are
true.

For instance, as Deb Reichmann of the Associated Press writes,

Militant leaders from the Islamic State group and al-Qaida gathered at a farm
house in northern Syria last week and agreed on a plan to stop fighting each
other and work together against their opponents, a high-level Syrian opposition
official and a rebel commander have told The Associated Press.

Such an accord could present new difficulties for Washington’s strategy against
the IS group. While warplanes from a U.S.-led coalition strike militants from the
air, the Obama administration has counted on arming “moderate” rebel
factions to push them back on the ground. Those rebels, already considered
relatively weak and disorganized, would face far stronger opposition if the two
heavy-hitting militant groups now are working together.

Of course, what the Associated Press neglects to mention is that while, admittedly, ISIS and
Nusra have engaged in battle against one another on several occasions [such is the nature
of fanaticism], the fact is that the two are actually the same organization.

For instance, it is important to remember the genealogy of ISIS which can be discovered
through observing the career of its leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. As Voltaire Net writes,

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi is an Iraqgi who joined Al-Qaeda to fight against President
Saddam Hussein. During the U.S. invasion, he distinguished himself by
engaging in several actions against Shiites and Christians (including the taking
of the Baghdad Cathedral) and by ushering in an Islamist reign of terror (he
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presided over an Islamic court which sentenced many Iragis to be slaughtered
in public). After the departure of Paul Bremer lll, al-Baghdadi was arrested and
incarcerated at Camp Bucca from 2005 to 2009. This period saw the
dissolution of Al-Qaeda in Irag, whose fighters merged into a group of tribal
resistance, the Islamic Emirate of Iraq.

On 16 May 2010, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was named emir of the IEl, which was
in the process of disintegration. After the departure of U.S. troops, he staged
operations against the government al-Maliki, accused of being at the service of
Iran. In 2013, after vowing allegiance to Al-Qaeda, he took off with his group to
continue the jihad in Syria, rebaptizing it Islamic Emirate of Irag and the
Levant. In doing so, he challenged the privileges that Ayman al-Zawahiri had
previously granted, on behalf of Al-Qaeda, to the Al-Nusra Front in Syria, which
was originally nothing more than an extension of the IEI.

Note also that Voltaire Net describes al-Nusra, a documented al-Qaeda connected group, as
merely an extension of the IEl (Islamic Emirate of Iraq) which itself was nothing more than a
version of Al-Qaeda In Iraqg. Thus, from Al-Qaeda in Iraq, came the IEl, which then became
the Islamic Emirate of Iraq and the Levant. IEIL then became ISIS/ISIL which is now often
referred to as IS.

In other words, Nusra=Al-Qaeda-IEI=IEIL=ISIL=ISIS=IS.

Although too lengthy of a study to be presented in this article, it is important to point out
that al-Qaeda is entirely a creation of the West, created for the purpose of drawing the
Soviets into Afghanistan in the 1970sand a host of other geopolitical goals in the Middle East
and around the world, 9/11 being the most memorable instance of Western intelligence al-
Qaeda mobilization.[1]

As for the “moderate rebels,” the reality is that the so-called “opposition” in Syria is
anything but moderate. As Tony Cartalucci wrote in his article, “In Syria, There Are No
Moderates,”

... there were never, nor are there any “moderates” operating in Syria. The
West has intentionally armed and funded Al Qaeda and other sectarian
extremists since as early as 2007 in preparation for an engineered sectarian
bloodbath serving US-Saudi-Israeli interests. This latest bid to portray the
terrorists operating along and within Syria’s borders as “divided” along
extremists/moderate lines is a ploy to justify the continued flow of Western
cash and arms into Syria to perpetuate the conflict, as well as create
conditions along Syria’s borders with which Western partners, Israel, Jordan,
and Turkey, can justify direct military intervention.

Indeed, even the New York Times has been forced to admit that there are, as Cartalucci
expertly argues in his article, no moderates in the ranks of the Syrian death squads. As Ben
Hubbard wrote in April, 2013,

In Syria’s largest city, Aleppo, rebels aligned with Al Qaeda control the power
plant, run the bakeries and head a court that applies Islamic law. Elsewhere,
they have seized government oil fields, put employees back to work and now
profit from the crude they produce.
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Across Syria, rebel-held areas are dotted with Islamic courts staffed by lawyers
and clerics, and by fighting brigades led by extremists. Even the Supreme
Military Council, the umbrella rebel organization whose formation the West had
hoped would sideline radical groups, is stocked with commanders who want to
infuse Islamic law into a future Syrian government.

Nowhere in rebel-controlled Syria is there a secular fighting force to speak
of.[emphasis added]

Even one of the FSA commanders, Bassel Idriss, recently admitted to openly collaborating
with ISIS and al-Nusra, revealing yet another example of the fact that the “moderate rebels”
are not moderate at all.

In an interview with the Daily Star of Lebanon, Idriss stated “We are collaborating with the
Islamic State and the Nusra Front by attacking the Syrian Army’s gatherings in . . .
Qalamoun . .. Let’s face it: The Nusra Front is the biggest power present right now in
Qalamoun and we as FSA would collaborate on any mission they launch as long as it
coincides with our values.”

Idriss also admitted that many FSA fighters had pledged allegiance to ISIS. He said, “[ISIS]
wanted to enhance its presence in the Western Qalamoun area. After the fall of Yabroud and
the FSA’s retreat into the hills [around Arsal], many units pledged allegiance [to ISIS]".

Abu Fidaa, a retired Syrian Army Colonel who is now a part of the Revolutionary Council in
the Qalamoun, corroborated Idrisss’ statements by saying that “A very large number of FSA
members [in Arsal] have joined ISIS and Nusra. In the end, people want to eat, they want to
live, and the Islamic State has everything.”

Not only the FSA, but also the Syrian Revolutionary Front has also openly admitted to
working with Nusra and al-Qaeda. The leader of the SRF, Jamaal Maarouf admitted that his
brigades coordinate with Nusra and al-Qaeda regularly.

Salem Idriss, one of the men seen in the photograph with John McCain, is the commander of
the FSA, the “opposition group” touted as a “moderate rebels.” In reality, of course, the FSA
is nothing of the sort. As Daniel Wagner wrote for the Huffington Post in December, 2012,

In the outskirts of Aleppo, the FSA has implemented a Sharia law enforcement
police force that is a replica of the Wahhabi police in Saudi Arabia — forcing
ordinary citizens to abide by the Sharia code. This is being done in a secular
country which has never known Sharia Law. This type of action is currently also
being implemented in northern Mali, where the West has officially declared its
opposition to the al-Qaeda government that took control earlier this year. If
what is happening near Aleppo is representative of what may happen if the
FSA assumes control of Syria, the country may become an Islamic state. Is that
really what the U.S. and other Western countries are intending to tacitly
support?

[...]

Indeed, the FSA has also been targeting the infrastructure of the country. One
of the main power plants in Damascus was knocked out for three days last
week, impacting 40 percent of the city’'s residents. Do ‘freedom fighters’
typically attack critical infrastructure that impacts ordinary citizens on a mass
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scale? The FSA long ago stopped targeting solely government and military
targets.

The FSA is no stranger to atrocities. The FSA is the “moderate opposition” that was filmed
forcing a young child to behead a Syrian soldier. It is also the “moderate opposition” that
maintained “burial brigades,” a system of mass murder and mass executions against
soldiers and those who support the Syrian government. The burial brigades were only one
small part of a much wider campaign of terror and executions implemented by the Free
Syrian Army.

Of course, the Free Syrian Army is merely the umbrella group of death squads carefully
crafted to present a “moderate” face on what is, in reality, nothing more than savage
terrorists. Thus, the FSA encompasses(d) a number of smaller “brigades” of al-Qaeda
terrorists in order to cover up the true nature of its own ranks.

One such brigade was the Farouq brigade, to which Abu Sakkar was a member. Sakkar, also
seen in photographs with John McCain, was the famous rebel videotaped cutting the heart

out of a Syrian soldier and biting into it.

It is thus necessary to understand that there is no difference between the “moderate
rebels,” ISIS, and Nusra in order to understand the deceptive nature of the narrative being
promoted by mainstream media outlets regarding the recent “alliance.”

As it is, the story provided by Western media outlets will be used to justify NATO military
invasion in Syria based on the lie that the poor “moderate rebels” and “peaceful democracy-
loving ‘activists’” are being overwhelmed by both ISIS/Nusra extremists on one side and
brutal dictator Assad on the other. If America does not step in on the side of the moderates,
the story goes, the poor “moderates” will be eradicated and America left with the choice
between Islamic extremists or a civilian-killing dictator.

Of course, the very notion that America deserves any options in the internal affairs of a
foreign nation is an expression of gross arrogance. It is also absurd to paint Bashar al-Assad
as a brutal dictator who kills his own people when there has been no shred of evidence to
indicate that Assad has intentionally targeted civilians during the entire conflict.

Even more absurd, however, is to paint the FSA, SRF, and other “moderate rebels,” as
moderate in an effort to pretend that there is such a thing as a desirable faction of the
“rebellion,” in Syria. In reality, it is nothing more than a false narrative cooked up in order to
justify American and NATO involvement on behalf of Western-backed death squads.

Also note that the clever script regarding the plight of the poor “moderates” comes on the
heels of a White House announcement that America cannot continue its fictitious war on ISIS
without removing Assad from power. As Reuters reported on November 12,

President Barack Obama wants his advisers to review the
administration’s Syriapolicy after determining it may not be possible to defeat
Islamic State militants without removing Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, CNN
reported on Wednesday.

Citing senior U.S. officials, the network said Obama’s national security team
held four meetings in the past week that were driven by how the
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administration’s Syria strategy fit into its campaign against Islamic State,
which has seized large parts of Syria andlrag.

“The president has asked us to look again at how this fits together,” CNN
quoted one senior official as saying. “The long-running Syria problem is now
compounded by the reality that to genuinely defeat ISIL, we need not only a
defeat in Irag but a defeat in Syria.” ISIL is another acronym for Islamic State.

The Times of Israel was somewhat more forthcoming in its own report which stated,

US President Barack Obama has instructed his national security advisers to
review the administration’s policy on Syria and make removing embattled
President Bashar Assad from power a key element in defeating the Islamic
State group in Irag, CNN reported Thursday.

According to a report from the American news network, the US administration
is moving away from its previous strategy of confronting IS in Iraq first and
then dealing with Assad in Syria.

Officials now see replacing the Damascus regime as a necessary step to
success in Iraqg.

[...]

In Syria, where the administration was planning on waiting to confront the
Islamic State and Assad, the Pentagon is now considering expanding and
speeding up its program of vetting and training moderate rebels.

Obama had wanted $500 million to train 5,000 Syrian rebels within a year on
condition that they are vetted first to ensure their intentions are aligned with
US interests. The vetting process has proved to be tricky and not yet even
begun, the report said.

Including the ouster of Assad will also allow Washington to firm up its coalition,
whose members have been irritated at the less enthusiastic attitude of the US
when it comes to removing Assad.

US Secretary of State John Kerry is said to be in talks with Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Turkey, and Russia to look at a diplomatic ousting of
Assad. However, officials say that while Russia, which has backed Assad in the
civil war, has said it is ready to see him leave office, Moscow has not taken any
practical steps to that end.

Obama has announced plans to double the number of American troops in Iraq
to up to 3,100 as US-led efforts against the jihadists enter what he called a
“new phase.”

In other words, in order to defeat ISIS, we must remove the person fighting ISIS so that we
will be able to bring ISIS into power, all while stating our resolute opposition to ISIS.


http://www.reuters.com/places/syria?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/places/iraq?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.reuters.com/places/iraq?lc=int_mb_1001
http://www.timesofisrael.com/obama-reportedly-rethinking-syria-strategy/
http://edition.cnn.com/2014/11/12/politics/obama-syria-strategy-review/index.html

Such logic would be staggering in its stupidity if it were truly being applied.

In the end, the claims surrounding the plight of the death squads presented to the American
people as “moderates” against the death squads presented to the American people as
extremists is nothing more than theatre, albeit mindboggling at times. The United States
and NATO have funded, armed, trained, and directed the terrorists rampaging across Syria
from the very beginning of the crisis and continue to do so today. We must not allow
ourselves to be fooled by propaganda and false narratives designed to stampede us to war.

Brandon Turbeville is an author out of Florence, South Carolina. He has a Bachelor’s Degree
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of Health Freedom, 7 Real Conspiracies, Five Sense Solutions and Dispatches From a
Dissident, volume 1and volume 2, and The Road to Damascus: The Anglo-American Assault
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including health, economics, government corruption, and civil liberties. Brandon Turbeville’s
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